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SALUTE TO THE FLAG (7:00 P.M.)

Richard Gorres stepped in as Chair due to the absences of Chairman Ernie VanDeMark and Vice-Chair Darlene Eisenhardt. He then called the meeting into order and led those present in The Pledge of Allegiance.


ROLL CALL: 		Richard Gorres, Nathaniel Baum, Richard Dmytry, Joseph LaFiandra, Eric Merritt

EXCUSED: 		Chairman Ernie VanDeMark,  Vice-Chair Darlene Eisenhardt


PUBLIC HEARING:  None


NEW BUSINESS:   

1. New Paltz Rescue Squad					SBL#  101.1-5-4
1978 Route 32						Proposed:  Site Plan / Change of Use

· Present are Deputy Chief, Megan Goodnow and Assistant Chief, Carl Forrest 
· NPRS proposing a change of use / site plan to run Emergency Medical Services business
· Currently leasing portion of building previously occupied by Lightning Express
· Using offices, storage, and garage space for two ambulances
· Board needs letter of agent from owner due to applicants being leasees of the building
· Clarification needed on sign permit necessity and schematic vs. engineered site-plan
· Returning on February 24th, 2026

2. Brittany Edwards Chu						SBL# 102.1-7-8.1
261 Fosler Rd						Proposed:  2-lot subdivision

· Present is applicant’s representative, John Nosek, of Nosek Engineering 
· Proposing a two single family lot subdivision of a pie-shaped parcel
· Land includes wetlands, DEC sign-off obtained
· Septic plans pending Health Department approval
· Driveway access to be coordinated with Highway Superintendent
· Set for public hearing on February 24th, 2026


OLD BUSINESS:	

1. Steve Rappleyea						SBL# 101.3-2-15.121
94 Patura Road						Proposed:  RV Rental

· Applicant did not attend,  formally withdrawn application received January 13th, 2026 





VOUCHERS:  

1. $325          from     NY Planning Federation                 for:      Annual Membership Dues	 RG/RD
2. $75.16       from     Office Depot                                    for:      Office Supplies			 RG/RD
3. $306          from     MHE Engineering    for work done on:      Peak Summit Enterprises   	 RG/RD
4. $545          from     MHE Engineering    for work done on:      Peak Summit Enterprises   	 RG/RD
5. $1,002.30  from     MHE Engineering    for work done on:      Peak Summit Enterprises   	 RG/RD
6. $279.80     from     MHE Engineering    for work done on:      Big Green Barn LLC   		 RG/RD
7. $102          from     MHE Engineering    for work done on:      Dirago & Bucci  		 RG/RD
8. $510          from     MHE Engineering    for work done on:      Lands of Chaissen		 RG/RD
9. $545          from     MHE Engineering    for work done on:      Plattekill Public Library   	 RG/RD


APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  December 9th, 2025 (TABLED)


ADJOURNMENT:

The meeting was brought to an adjournment at 7:48 p.m. with a motion from Nathaniel Baum and a second from Richard Gorres, all ayes on the vote.





































All:
I pledge allegiance to the flag of the United States of America, and to the republic for which it stands, one nation, under God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

R. Gorres:
I gotta do roll call. Nate Baum?

N. Baum:
Here.

R. Gorres:
Rich Dmytry?

R. Dmytry:
Here.

R. Gorres:
Rich Gorres, here. Joe LaFiandra?

J. LaFiandra:
Here.

R. Gorres:
Eric, can you tell me your last name again?

E. Merritt:
Merritt.

R. Gorres:
Merritt, okay.

E. Merritt:
Here.

R. Gorres:
Okay, that's easy. Okay, New Paltz Rescue. There's two seats for you.

R. Gorres:
Is everybody familiar where this is and where the building is? It used to be where Lightning Express was, and back in the day Hunter Heinrich had his fire shop there.

R. Dmytry:
And the solar farm is behind it.

R. Gorres:
The solar farm is behind it, right. Alright, I'll get started, give your name for the record.

Megan Goodnow (NPRS):
Megan Goodnow, Deputy Chief.

Carl Forrest (NPRS):
Carl Forrest, Assistant Chief.

R. Gorres:
Okay, so how much of the building are you using over there?

Megan Goodnow (NPRS):
Um, so the only part of the building that we have is the back side over here to the left. There is territory that's over here, which is all garage space, which is Lightning Express. So there's garage space for them.

R. Gorres:
Okay, alright, because they're still using it. Okay. So all you're using really is the office?

Megan Goodnow (NPRS):
It's office areas over there, and then there's garage and storage space in the back as well.

R. Dmytry:
How many trucks can you get in there?

Megan Goodnow (NPRS):
So we can get two.

R. Gorres:
That's all you're going to have here, right?

Megan Goodnow (NPRS):
And theoretically they're going in and out, so really they're not...

R. Gorres:
Yeah. Okay. Alright, um, do we have any...
Did we get anything back from Pat on this?

J. LaFiandra:
Yes, we did.

R. Gorres:
And then we'll go over to Pat's comments. I see the email's down here. You're currently using the building? Okay. And you're leasing it from?

Megan Goodnow (NPRS):
It's Workspace is the name of the company.

R. Gorres:
Hmm. Okay.

J. LaFiandra:
Is there anyone else occupying the building?

Megan Goodnow (NPRS):
Just the Lightning Express.

R. Gorres:
Right. Yeah. Lightning Express owns the property.

J. LaFiandra:
What is Lightning Express?

R. Gorres:
Trucking. Local trucking.

He moved out of, he didn't have enough space over here so he bought what used to be the old Agway building in Gardner. Or is leasing it. He's over there now because that's a bigger building.

R. Dmytry:
Intercounty Feeds. That's when I used to work there.

R. Gorres:
What's that?

R. Dmytry:
Intercounty Feeds. That's when I used to work there.

R. Gorres:
That was GLF too, right?
R. Dmytry:
I think it was.

R. Gorres:
We're going to give you a copy of this and also when you're done get Pat's phone number. If you have any questions about his comments after we're done, feel free to call our engineer and talk to him. So we can kind of move this along because this shouldn't take long.

R. Gorres:
So who's doing that? You're not changing the intent of the leasing building. Was there something else in there before?
There was actually more going on there before.

Carl Forrest (NPRS):
That's what I was going to ask. That portion that we're occupying wasn't occupied by Lightning Express? It was some other business?

R. Gorres:
Yeah. Lightning Express moved out here a while ago and then there was somebody else in there for a while. It was a heating and cooling place. They had trucks parked there for a while. They were in and out. They used that for their offices. Do we have a copy of their application? Because you're here representing actually workspace because they're the ones that have to apply for the change of use.

Megan Goodnow (NPRS):
The chief was told that we had to file all of the paperwork ourselves. Which he did.

R. Gorres:
That's odd. Because you're leasing it from workspace. Workspace is actually the person that should have submitted the application for the change of use. Is that the owner of the property? So either he or Joe Fitzpatrick owns the property. They can represent the property but we need a paper that says that the owner of the property is okay with doing that. This should have been so easy. We have a new clerk and she's learning.

Carl Forrest (NPRS):
So Lightning Express owns the property.

R. Gorres:
Workspace is leasing it. Unless workspace is another name for one of Joe's businesses. He owns the building and leases it out. 
We have no trail going back from you to them.

Carl Forrest (NPRS):
You think the owner of the property then has another corporation that he's leasing his own space to. It seems weird that somebody that's leasing it and then subletting it to us would be the ones that are applying.

R. Gorres:
What usually happens is you go to the owner and say we want to lease the space. He signs a document that says it's okay for you to represent him for the change of use. Which is fine by me because it's better to have you here than him.

I just want to make sure we get all the right documentation when we do this. It should be easy. Back in the old days, it would be real easy because they'd just do it.

J. LaFiandra:
Rich, on Pat's comment number five, he mentioned something about the ability for the planning board to waive a procedural requirement.

R. Gorres:
The zoning article for approval. They're not really going to modify the building much. They're not changing anything. It's just a change of use. They're going to park ambulances inside instead of trucks.

J. LaFiandra:
There's something in the code about what they call it, the essential use? Yeah, there's essential use like a fire department. The land facilities owned and operated. Is that what we're waiving? Since the ambulance corps does not own the building?

R. Gorres:
They're renting the building, basically.

J. LaFiandra:
I don't know, what are we waiving? It says that the uses as an essential service shall be limited to land facilities owned and operated by the service, public utility, municipal government agencies.

R. Gorres:
No waiver shall result in allowing a use not permitted. Okay. It's a permitted use, but it wouldn't be there.

J. LaFiandra:
I would have thought the building inspector would have picked up on that.

R. Gorres:
Oh, this is an approved use as an essential service. The building is being leased, not owned by, okay, but requiring site plan approval. Approval for sign also needed. Really? I thought the building inspector did that.

J. LaFiandra:
He mentions that in his letter here, too, about being leased, not owned.

R. Gorres:
Yeah, well, that's kind of obvious. All right, so we need a site plan. Even if it's something like that, but we need copies of it, and they have to be engineered plans. Do you know anybody that's a professional that can do that, like an engineer? How do you mean engineered plans? How you've got the buildings drawn up there, when the plans come before the board and we approve everything, we have to have a set of plans to sign. Title block. 

Carl Forrest (NPRS):
Oh, so you need, like, official blueprint type of stuff.

R. Gorres:
Right, right. If you know somebody that's an engineer or even an architect or a surveyor, they can tell you what you need for this. We need paperwork that says that that's okay, but it needs to be on a piece of paper where there's engineered plans, and we can put comments on it.

Megan Goodnow (NPRS):
Oh, okay. Sorry, had we known that, then? We were just told we needed the site plan, so that's all that we presented tonight, so I apologize.

R. Gorres:
Well, yeah, that's why I'm trying to get you everything you need so when you come back, we can just do this. Because I'm surprised Pat didn't notice that in his... Right, no SEQRA action. Because Pat didn't get any site, Pat didn't get any plans.

N. Baum:
He’s got a schematic plan, number four, on the review. That's the schematic of the site.

R. Gorres:
Yeah, but we still need regular plans. This is the local office. I'm going to put Pat's name on here. Because this is unusual. 
Call Pat Hines. He's our engineer. Tell him I told you to call, Richard. And ask him, because this is what you brought. We need regular plans. So call Pat and see exactly what you need to bring us and what we need for whatever. Because the building's already got health department approval. We're just changing what you're doing in the building.

Megan Goodnow (NPRS):
Is there, before we leave, is there anything else that we need to have provided? I just want to know so that the next time...

R. Gorres:
When you have Pat on the phone, just ask Pat. He'll tell you everything you need. Tell him it's okay. I'll call Pat in the morning and tell him you'll be calling because I'm confused as to what's not here. Okay? Because this should be, like, a two-meeting thing where we're done. That's it. So you guys take that with you. Don't lose that.

Carl Forrest (NPRS):
Can we clarify that we actually need a permit for the sign since the sign already existed?



R. Gorres:
That's why, when I read that, I'm kind of confused because there's a sign already there, and if you put up a sign that's the same size... It is.

Carl Forrest (NPRS):
It's in the same structure that existed already. All we did was change the words that were on it.

R. Gorres:
I'll call Bill in the morning. I know Bill. Let me call him in the morning and clarify that. I need his phone number. Guys, if you've got a card, I'll call Bill in the morning and ask him what he means by a permit for the sign since it's already there and you're just changing the wording on the sign. Is he going to say the same size? I'm not sure.

Megan Goodnow (NPRS):
If it is needed, I did submit the paperwork for that. 

R. Gorres:
Okay. Thank you.

Megan Goodnow (NPRS):
Thank you.

R. Gorres:
All right. 

John Nosek (Chu Engineer rep.):
Hello. How are you?

R. Gorres:
Hello. Who we got here? Brittany Edwards, I take it? You've been here before, right?

John Nosek (Chu Engineer rep.):
It's been a while since I've been here for a subdivision or site plan.

R. Gorres:
I've been here a long time.

John Nosek (Chu Engineer rep.):
I've been doing a whole bunch of little septics on existing lots and whatnot with the building department. So, this pie-shaped piece is the proposed lot we're looking to subdivide into two single-family building lots. This piece was owned by Brittany. It was an existing lot, got health department approval for the septic, and then so she sold it to this gentleman here, who I think is in the process of filing for a building permit. So, this one, she's looking to cut off two lots, both lots having access onto Fosler Road. Fosler Road is very straight through there, so there's plenty of sight distance. And then when you come down further and you curve where I think Cotter Road is, sight distance may be a little bit of an issue, but definitely not here. So, this is the...I guess the rentals right here, a couple of building rentals right here. So, that's all we're looking to do is two single-family homes. We need zoning, and we have plenty of acreage. A good portion of it is DEC wetland. And we do have the sign-off from the DEC. We just got that, like, Friday of last week, and I sent an electronic copy to Pat. So, Pat has it.

R. Gorres:
Yes. Send a copy to us. 

John Nosek (Chu Engineer rep.):
I'll send a copy to you as well, no problem. So, anyway, it's good for five years to 2030, and so our lines mimic exactly. So, you can see, this is the actual wetland here, and then the buffer, 100-foot buffer... goes out to here. There's not a whole lot of land left over, but what is left is usable, and it's good for two lots.

All:
Okay.

John Nosek (Chu Engineer rep.):
And only two lots.


R. Gorres:
Health department?

John Nosek (Chu Engineer rep.):
So, we need health department for the septics.

Okay. So, we're going to plan on... I didn't go to them yet because I want to make sure the board saw this at least once, so you know what we're looking to do.

R. Gorres:
Yeah, because the health department's been real slow lately. Okay. So, you might want to get that filed as soon as you can.

John Nosek (Chu Engineer rep.):
And I did get Pat's comments, and they're all straightforward. He wants the highway super to look at the driveway entrances. 
We do have the DEC wetland validation. We do have a short form [EAF] submitted. So, we need the design of the septics. That's comment four and comment eight together combined. He asked for some erosion and sediment control, which we'll add on our next submittal. And he is asking that we give a 25-foot dedication from the centerline of Fosler Road, which we have no problem doing. So, our next map will show that.

R. Gorres:
Fosler Road's a town road. I thought it was a county road at some point.

J. LaFiandra:
Yeah, it's a county highway, but I think it's exempt from the GML because it's minor subdivision. 

John Nosek (Chu Engineer rep.):
Huh. So, it is a county or is it a town?

R. Gorres:
Fosler Road, as far as I thought, was always a county road.

John Nosek (Chu Engineer rep.):
It's a county road or a town road? The only reason is Pat said we need to review by the town highway superintendent, which would mean to me that it would be a town road as opposed to a county road.

R. Gorres:
What I would do to be sure, because I always thought Fosler Road, maybe I'm mistaken, was a county road. Yeah, because the county plows Fosler Road, goes down, makes that curve, and goes down. That's a county road. I'm not sure if the county's interested in a dedication.

John Nosek (Chu Engineer rep.):
We have no problem either way. If you want it, we'll give it to you. If you don't want it, that's fine, too.

R. Gorres:
If it's a county road, I'm not worried about it. If it's a town road, yeah. Okay. So if you want, call the highway department in the morning and ask for Bobby Wager and ask Bobby. I think the highway department's 883-5910. And he's in early. 

John Nosek (Chu Engineer rep.):
No problem. I'll give him a shout. 

R. Gorres:
So just tell him you went to the planning board and we just have a question about that. And you're also going to have to call him anyway because he's got to check your driveway locations. If  it's a county road, then you have to call County Highway up in Kingston. Start with Bobby. If he says that's county road, he'll give you the number for the, I forgot the guy's name who was up in the county, to issue the permits.

John Nosek (Chu Engineer rep.):
All right. And so that's pretty much the application. So I would like to, if possible, I don't know how the board feels, but to get a public hearing scheduled because we're going to have to have one.



R. Gorres:
So probably should be in February because it's going to take you a little time to get all this stuff together. I would say the second meeting in February. That would give you plenty of time. But do you know what day that is, Liz?

E. Ackerly (Clerk):
I think it's the 24th.

R. Gorres:
24th, so do I. 24th. And then Pat will be here too, so. Okay. Quick question because all the towns are different.

John Nosek (Chu Engineer rep.):
It should be straightforward. It's pretty straightforward, I think. And all the towns are different. Do we get the list of all the adjoiners or does the town give us the list?

E. Ackerly (Clerk):
I'll give you the list. And you give me the list. I'll provide you everything that you need to know.

John Nosek (Chu Engineer rep.):
We do the certified mailings? Certified return receipt or certified mailings?

R. Gorres:
Return receipt.

John Nosek (Chu Engineer rep.):
Okay. That means the green cards.

R. Gorres:
Right.

John Nosek (Chu Engineer rep.):
Okay. And the advertisement in the paper, is that?

E. Ackerly (Clerk):
I post it in the paper. I'll send you the invoice. And then I'll send you everything that you need to send out along with the list.

John Nosek (Chu Engineer rep.):
Okay. So, yeah. That gives us plenty of time. Yeah.

R. Gorres:
No use to rush it. This is relatively simple. If you have any questions, you got Pat's number. You're free to talk to Pat.

John Nosek (Chu Engineer rep.):
I talk to him all the time if necessary. So, I think that's it?

R. Gorres:
We're all set, yep.

John Nosek (Chu Engineer rep.):
Okay. We'll see you on February 24th.

R. Gorres:
Thank you.

John Nosek (Chu Engineer rep.):
Have a good night. You too.







R. Gorres:
All right. We'll move on to Nate's favorite thing. It's voucher time.

N. Baum:
We have a voucher for New York State Planning Federation for town membership dues for 2026 in the amount of $325. 

R. Gorres:
I make a motion to pay the New York Planning Federation $325 for this year's dues.

R. Dmytry:
I second that.

R. Gorres:
On the vote?

All:
Aye.

N. Baum:
Voucher for Office Depot, for Swingline Ultimate Staple Remover, Swingline Optima 25 Compact Stapler, Stanley Vostich Electric Stapler, and then Scotch Tape Dispenser for $75.16. 

R. Gorres:
I make a motion we pay the voucher for Office Depot for supplies in the amount of $75.16.

R. Dmytry:
I second it.

R. Gorres:
On the vote?

All:
Aye.

R. Gorres:
Okay.

N. Baum:
Voucher for MHE Engineering for work done on Peak Summit Enterprises, Orfeo Road, in the amount of $306.

R. Gorres:
I make a motion we pay MHE Engineering for work on Peak Summit Enterprises in the amount of $306.

R. Dmytry:
I second it.

R. Gorres:
On the vote?

All:
Aye.

N. Baum:
Voucher for MHE Engineering for work done on Peak Summit Enterprises on Orfeo Road in the amount of $545.00. 

R. Gorres:
Okay, I make a motion we pay Peak Summit Enterprises the amount of $545.00 for MHE Engineering. 

R. Dmytry:
I second it.

R. Gorres:
On the vote?

All:
Aye.

N. Baum:
Voucher for MHE Engineering for work done on Peak Summit Enterprises, Orfeo Road, in the amount of $1,002.30. Holy cow.

R. Gorres:
Okay, I make a motion we pay MHE Engineering for work on Peak Summit Enterprises in the amount of $1,002.30.

N. Baum:
Now, yours says they don't have it, but it looks like they have it.

E. Ackerly (Clerk):
At the time, they didn't. But I requested a supplemental escrow check from Ken Lytle which I did receive.

N. Baum:
Yeah, it's like $2 left. So this does cover that?

E. Ackerly (Clerk):
Yeah.

N. Baum:
Okay.

R. Gorres:
$1,002.30. Thank you.

E. Ackerly (Clerk):
Sorry, did we get a second on that?

R. Gorres:
Yeah, we switched. Okay.

N. Baum:
Voucher for MHE Engineering for work done on Big Green Barn LLC in the amount of $279.80. 

R. Gorres:
I make a motion we pay MHE Engineering for work on the Big Green Barn in the amount of $279.80. 

R. Dmytry:
I second. 

R. Gorres:
On the vote?

All:
Aye.

N. Baum:
Voucher for MHE Engineering for work done on Dirago and Bucci Storage in the amount of $102.

R. Gorres:
I make a motion we pay MHE Engineering for work on Dirago and Bucci. $102. 

R. Dmytry:
I second.

R. Gorres:
All in the vote.

All:
Aye.
N. Baum:
Voucher for MHE Engineering for work done on Chaissen SD, a.k.a. Lindsay Court, in the amount of $510.

R. Gorres:
How much?

N. Baum:
$510.

R. Gorres:
I make a motion we pay MHE Engineering $510 for work done on Lindsay Court.

R. Dmytry:
I second.

R. Gorres:
All in the vote.

All:
Aye.

R. Gorres:
Voucher for MHE Engineering for work done on Plattekill Public Library in the amount of $545.00. I make a motion we pay MHE Engineering for work on Platteville Public Library in the amount of $545.00. 

R. Dmytry:
I second. 

R. Gorres:
All in the vote.

All:
Aye.

N. Baum:
Are we on minutes?

E. Ackerly (Clerk):
Four, five, six, seven, eight, nine. Didn't we have, like, four more?

N. Baum:
That's all that I had in my packet.

R. Gorres:
Really?

N. Baum:
Yes. That was it. I think there was 13.

E. Ackerly (Clerk):
If there are missing vouchers, I will find them.

N. Baum:
Okay.

R. Gorres:
And it'll be at the next meeting. Okay. What else have we got? Minutes. Liz, we only got one set of minutes, right?

N. Baum:
Yeah. Okay. Question. Do I not talk loud enough on the recording? Either I'm saying things that don't make sense, or it's not transferring over properly.

E. Ackerly (Clerk):
I think you talk fine. Is there something that you notice?

N. Baum:
Yeah. I don't recall that being exactly how I said some of these things. Like, for instance...

N. Baum:
No, I think I just have to project. I'm always quiet up here. So, for one of them, with regard to page 10, I remember we were talking about the age of the homes at one point. And I'm pretty sure I said, because there isn't a title that goes with each of them, there's only a bill of sale. I was pretty sure that's how that sentence should have been.

E. Ackerly (Clerk):
So you said it was page 10?

N. Baum:
Yeah. Halfway down.

E. Ackerly (Clerk):
Halfway down.

N. Baum:
And I have a few different ones that I don't remember saying it exactly that way, which is why I might need to review it and just see... 
I'm just not comfortable approving... It seems a little foreign to me.

R. Gorres:
Yeah, so if you want, we'll table these minutes until the next meeting. I'll make a motion we table the minutes of December 9th, 2025.

J. LaFiandra:
Second.

R. Gorres:
On the vote?

All:
Aye.

N. Baum:
Do we have anything else? No? I'll make a motion to adjourn.

R. Gorres:
Second. We can go home. 
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