TOWN OF PLATTEKILL
REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
December 3, 2025


Time – 7:00pm
1.       SALUTE TO THE FLAG: 

ROLL CALL: 
The following Town Board Members were present:
	Supervisor Depew
Councilman Fazio	
Councilman Castillo
Councilman O’Flaherty
            ABSENT- Councilman Hoppenstedt



PUBLIC HEARING:    
Supervisor DePew wanted to give a little history before I open the floor for public input. This is something that the board has looked at over the last two years, and quite honestly, there's been a lot of other things pending that we haven't taken care of, and we felt collectively that this was the time to take care of it. This commission, the police commission was actually established back in 1992. No way does this board intend to do away with the town of Plattekill police department. The town of Plattekill police department is probably one of the most respected part-time departments that we have, not just in the town of Plattekill, but in this whole area, this whole region. That being said, the people who respond to the calls who get there before the firemen and the ambulance services do, are our local PD. And I personally thank the PD for doing that. They have medical supplies on board. They have medical knowledge. In 1992, the police commission was established, and as far as I know, I could not find any place where anybody during all those years were appointed, with the exception of one that I found out tonight and reminded of. When you look at their responsibilities, the police commission, you look at the responsibilities, and to be honest with you, all of this stuff is handled by the town board who is elected into office, and they take an oath of office to support and do every single thing here that's been done.
So it says the commission shall advise the town board on matters affecting the provisions of police service in the town, prepare an adoption by the town board recommendation plan of operating, setting forth the goals for delivery of police services to the residents of the town. The Town Board now reviews an annual budget as prepared by the police chief. Formulate reviews and recommend for adoption the town board policies, practices, orders, regulations, procedures, and government discipline, administration, and conduct of the police departments and its members. He assists in the town board in examinations, hearings, investigations, and determinations of disciplinary, and this goes on. A lot of this is confidential. It's legal stuff that it means to be handled in-house confidentially. It's legal stuff which means that a lot of this stuff is sealed, and to go into the community and ask five people who potentially may not have that police background or knowledge, ask them to step up and do this, what's already being done and proving for the last 35 years by the town board, is kind of foolish in a sense. So, the law basically, what we're doing is we're cleaning up something that has not been utilized. We're well within our right because it comes under what's known as hometown rule, or hometown rule is local rule
I also want to point out that in 2020, Governor Cuomo enacted and started a new dimension because of what was going on in our world at the time we're in our society. It was called the Police Reform and Reinvention Collaborative. So, we developed a committee, and that committee was formed and established in November of 2020, and the committee members consisted of eight members of our community. So, the Police Reform and Reinvention Collaborative, it says the Police Reform and Reinvention Collaborative is a collaborative effort amid and improving police practices and ensuring community engagement. It involves a wide range of stakeholders, including community members, advocates, and public defenders to revive and modernize police policies and procedures. The collaborative process is designed to address specific community needs, promote trust and fairness, and reduce racial bias in policing. That committee does not meet annually or biannually, but there is provisions in there, and I actually spoke to one of the members today, I believe it was either March or April of 2024, we were going to put together a meeting and just have kind of a reenergizing thing and let each other know who each other was and ideas and thoughts and what have you, and for whatever reason, I don't ever remember having the meeting, but it was another layer. That being said, our police department I feel is being run better now than it has been, or quite possibly than it ever has been. It's more professional. It's more respected
It's an introductory local law abolishment of the Town of Plattekill Police Commission being enacted by the town board of the Town of Plattekill. This local law, shall be known as the abolishment of the Town of Plattekill Police Commission. It is the intent of the law to abolish the Police Commission of the Town of Plattekill as established in the Town of Plattekill Code, Chapter 13, and for the town board to exercise all the administrative powers related to police matters, which currently we do. The Town of Plattekill Police Commission is hereby abolished pursuant to the authority set forth in Town Law. The town board of the Town of Plattekill shall exercise the administrative powers related to the police matters as authorized by Town Law, this law supersedes the provisions of Town Law, regarding the establishment of Police Commission. And Section 5, this law shall take effect immediately upon filing in the office of the Secretary of State, and that is if the town board so chooses to do so after we close the public hearing.

Supervisor DePew made a motion to OPEN the Public Hearing on the local Law, abolishment of the Town of Plattekill Police Commission at 7:25PM
Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the Vote: All Ayes

1. Sis Morse- I'm glad you're abolishing this law and going back to the original way. When I first came here and I was in the seat you sat in, it was always just the town board who held that position. In 1992, a new supervisor put this law into effect. They hire a police commissioner who didn't last very long. There's been five supervisors since this law came into effect. Nobody has followed it. My personal opinion is the town board, as long as you sit there, you should be the commissioners because there's a lot of stuff that can't go out publicly. And you have to deal with as far as the union goes, you should have someone on the board be between the union and the town board and bring it back. It worked for years. Willie, your father was chief of police or constable when I first came here. Constable then chief, yeah and they were all the commissioners have been since I've been here in 1972.  So, it worked. The five after this law was passed, it worked. There's been no problem. We're a small town. We have an excellent department. It's very professional and I'm proud of our police department and I'm glad that you're thinking of abolishing this law because of the security of what goes on should be kept in house and not public. Thank you. 

2. Steve Lowitt- Why change anything?
Supervisor DePew- Exactly to what you're saying, we're not changing anything. We just have not utilized that law in 30 some years and it's proven that we don't need it. 
Steve Lowitt- So why was it not used? Times are changing. Times have changed. Whoever would have thought that with that law in place, that in 2020 that there would be a new collaborative put together. 
Supervisor DePew- All we're doing away with is a law that we don't utilize. It's not being utilized, so we don't need it. 
Steve L- Why it wasn't being used because nobody ever picked the people to put them on the police commission.
Supervisor DePew- In 30 years, the town board has been doing this. So, all we're doing is changing the law for one thing to make sure that it is the town board because we're doing it now. All the hiring, all that private information comes to us. We just want to keep everything up and up so we get rid of everybody's personal. We already know what's going on and what's being done and then the final decision is that we have to make. So, we're already in the process the whole time. 
Steve Lowitt- So who is in charge now?
Supervisor DePew- The chief of police is. The chief of police is hired under contract to run the police department. The town board does not run the police department. The town board is simply here to do budgets for the police department. If they need something that's unusual that they can't collect or get themselves, we advocate and try to do that. We're not everyday operations. They have to hire, they have to fire, they have to buy police cars. All that's going to come out of our money. The town board does that now. The town board's taking care of that now.
Steve L- Tomorrow, if this passes, who's going to take care of it? 
Supervisor DePew- Same thing, people who've been taking care of it for 35 years. It's not changing. We're not changing anything other than doing away with the law and the town board is going to be just, without any kind of, how would I say, any kind of interruption, it's going to just keep on operating the way it's been operating. We're not going to lessen the police service, we're not changing the police service, we're not doing away with the police service. We're doing what we're doing now. We're doing what we're doing now and cleaning it up.
Steve L- Does that give you guys the power to do that? So, if you guys decided after this goes through, you wanted to shut it down, you technically could?
Supervisor DePew- I'm sorry, if we wanted to shut the police department down? No. (32:39) No, we could not abolish it. It would also have to go out, I believe, for a referendum and a vote from the community. Is that a simple thing to do? And it's fortunate, to be honest with you, it's fortunate that it's not a simple thing.

3. John Fazio- You say the commission board never worked, but you never had one. So how do you know it didn't (43:01) work? You can't say it never worked if you never did.
Supervisor DePew- I'm going to tell you, the last two years, this board has worked their asses off cleaning a lot of things up, doing a lot of work and accomplishing a lot of work that they set out to accomplish. There's still a lot more to do. That being said, this is just one more thing that we're looking at, we're addressing, and we're taking care of.

Supervisor DePew made a motion to CLOSE this public hearing at 7:55PM. 
Seconded by Councilman Castillo
On the Vote: All Ayes 

Supervisor DePew will make a motion at the Town of Plattekill Resolution of Adoption, Local Law/Resolution 65 of 2025, Abolishment of the Town of Plattekill Police Commission. Whereas an introductory law entitled abolishment of the Town of Plattekill Police Commission was introduced before the Town Board of the Town of Plattekill on November 19, 2025, and upon notice duly published and posted, a public hearing was held on December 3, 2025, before the Town Board, and whereas public discussion was heard at such hearing concerning the merits and environmental significance of said introductory local law. Now, therefore, be it resolved that the adoption of the introductory local law entitled abolishment of the Town of Plattekill Police Commission is a SEQRA Type 2 action and is hereby determined not to have a significant adverse effect on the environment. Be it further resolved that the introductory law entitled abolishment of the Town of Plattekill Police Commission of the Town of Plattekill be and hereby is adopted as Local Law Number 6 of 2025 of the Town of Plattekill on December 3, 2025. 
Seconded by Councilman Castillo.
On the Vote: All Ayes

2. PRESENTATIONS:  
3. MINUTES:
· [bookmark: _Hlk72778570][bookmark: _Hlk73645752][bookmark: _Hlk108464208]Supervisor DePew made a motion to NOT READ the minutes from the November 19, 2025 Town Board Meeting
Seconded by Councilman Castillo
On the vote: All Ayes

Supervisor DePew made a motion to ACCEPT the minutes from the November 19, 2025 Town Board Meeting.
Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the Vote: All Ayes

4.  ADDITIONS: 
	 Purchase Refrigerator/Recreation Dept for Summer Camp
Supervisor DePew said we have a Fridge in the pavilion but it does get rented out a lot during the year. Ashley was looking for something just for the kids at camp. 
Ashley prefers the 20 cubic ft one, the larger model. 
Councilman Castillo made a motion for the Recreation Dept to spend up to $800.00 which includes the warranties and also to purchase a lock. 
Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the Vote: All Ayes 

· Ulster County distribution of Sales Tax from 7/2025-9/2025
$56,344.79 Total the town will receive a check. 


· New Paltz Rescue Squad
Supervisor DePew said they are doing some renovations and work on that building along Route 32, and I would like to ask the board approval to waive their $300 application fee to the planning board to further that along. We're not contracted with them at this point. They do handle calls in the town of Plattekill as well. They definitely serve Plattekill, and it's a much, much needed service. I think they're working on the fire departments. I do know they respond right here locally in Plattekill.
What I'm asking for is to waive that $300 application fee for the planning board application.
Councilman Castillo made the motion to waive the $300.00 Fee
Seconded by Supervisor DePew
On the Vote: All Ayes


· Supervisor DePew has been working on this since 2023 with Councilman Fazio. 
Ulster County was targeting Plattekill for a county wide landfill. Obviously, we felt that Plattekill was not the place for it. We started getting resolutions from all different communities around us and searched out all the possibilities to shut that down. The two locations, one was the Hertel Landfill, which is already a Superfund site, and it's an actual active Superfund site. And the second location was over on Camp Sunset Road, the old paintball property, as well as the property that exists adjacent to that. The county was looking for, I believe, somewhere in the neighborhood of 200 or 300 acres, an area where they can acquire that amount of land. Through all the resolutions, I had reached out not only to communities that are in Ulster County, but I got thinking that that may or may not directly affect the town of Newburgh and their water source that's going through there. And I was approached after I got into office from the owners of the property with an opportunity to purchase that land and keep it forever wild. I told him I didn't think that it was cost-effective or advantageous to spend the town money to purchase that property when we were already putting a great deal of money into our own park. It would be a great idea, but if he would give me the time and be patient, I would search for opportunities and grants. I went to 13 different agencies. The Open Space Institute, Walk Hill Valley Land Trust, the DEC, many, many different agencies. Not-for-profits. We hiked the property quite a bit, and I noticed on the south side of that property and looking on the maps that there's a lot of water, and eventually it finds its way down to the town of Newburgh Water Supply. And with the permission of the owner, I kind of reached out, and currently, hopefully very soon, they are in talks about possibly the town of Newburgh acquiring a very large portion of that property. I think approximately 71 or 72 acres. I think the whole property was 112 at the time. It would not be developed.  It would be protected. 


· The Veterans Park Grant, last meeting, we did award a bid contingent on some other items with that bid being put in by the lowest bidder. That was satisfied. The next step after we did that, I reached out to DASNY to extend the park grant once again. We've had this grant for 10 years, and more than 10 years now, and, you know, thank you to, actually, Lorraine Morano, who put a lot of time and effort in putting that grant together in the beginning, but we've had to have this grant extended, I think, three times or four times. We lost it. We ended up getting back what we didn't spend, and today, I was notified via email, or yesterday, I believe it was, I was notified via email that we did get an extension on that, so the finishing up of that work, hopefully, will be done as soon as the weather permits. So that extension is going to run until January 1st of 2027. 


5.    REPORTS:  NONE

6. BUSINESS: 
· Award Ice Abrasive Screening Bid
Highway Superintendent is recommending that the Town Board award the bid to Grosso Materials for $12.75 per ton picked up at Grasso Materials or $20.50 per ton delivered to the Town of Plattekill Highway Department. 
Councilman Fazio made a motion to award the bid to Grosso Materials based on the recommendation from the Highway Superintendent. 
Seconded by Councilman O’Flaherty
On the Vote: All Ayes

· Annual Christmas Tree Lighting. 
December 6, 2025 at 6:PM

· Police Request- Our Lady of Fatima Church
December 14. 
Councilman Castillo is requesting police officers because of parking, traffic. Event is expected to have around 500 people. 

· Settlement Meeting- 2025
December 30, 2025 at 10AM. 

· Reorganizational Meeting
January 7, 2026. 

Chaisson/Lindsey Court 
Supervisor DePew stated it is a development that actually was put together 20-plus years ago, and it was never enacted on, and it sat dormant for a long time, and one of the big, I guess, roadblocks onto it for developers to actually do any work onto it was the fact that they had to establish a roadway to go into it. They had to do the roads, the drainage, and the whole nine yards. So basically, the first step is they have to contact an engineer. They have to come up with plans for the planning board because they had to redo, renew everything, update everything, and basically, they had to build this road. So, with that road, what ends up happening is a lot of times, builders or developers come in, and it's such a large undertaking, and it takes so long that the builder may start the project. It could be upwards of a million dollars to put the road and the drainage and everything in, and they either go belly up, the economy changes, things change, and if there's houses that are already built or there's, so much of the development has been established, then the requirements fall back on the municipality to finish it out. This is a letter of credit to protect, and it comes up with the amount of the cost to put the road in. So, the engineers for the town approve and get together and come up with a number, and ultimately, the highway superintendent looks at this and reviews it. This particular development is at the bottom of Prospect Hill Road and Quaker Street. It's directly across. It's an old orchard that was owned by Chason. 
Letter from the Highway Superintendent, Bob Wager: I reviewed the preliminary cost estimates for the lands of Chason, a.k.a. Lindsay Court subdivision. At this time, I have no issues with the estimated amount of $690,747 for a letter of credit. I would recommend that we get comments from MHE for review.  If all comments are favorable, I would assume that the request could be placed on the December 3rd town board meeting for approval of the amount of the letter of credit. Once the letter of credit has been received, the town should have the town engineer and attorney review the documents before accepting the letter of credit. 
Supervisor DePew will made a motion and you can question me after I make the motion, but I am going to make a motion that we accept the amount only at this time. In other words, we're agreeing and we're going based on what MHE engineering has established and what our highway superintendent has told us and recommended. And basically, the motion would be to accept the amount of $690,747, no cents, for the letter of credit for Lindsay Court, lands of Chasson. So, if everybody is satisfied, we have a motion on the floor to approve the amount of $690,747, 
Seconded by Councilman Castillo. 
On the Vote: All Ayes 


7.     PUBLIC INPUT: 
· Supervisor Depew made a motion to open Public Input at 8:10PM.
Seconded by Councilman O’Flaherty
On the vote: All Ayes

Kathy Beinkafner- I wanted to say something about a landfill back in the beginning of the conversation. So, the county back in 2019 was citing Plattekill for a landfill.
Supervisor DePew- Two of the locations, one was the Hertel landfill, the second one was a Camp Sunset property over by the lake. And I've been working with the owners of that property, and I believe they're in the process of negotiations right now with the town of Newburgh to possibly acquire a very large chunk of that, about 71 acres to keep it for a while to protect their future water. 
Kathy B- I really don't think our county will be ever able to cite a landfill. Let's hope not, but at least we're trying to protect as best we can. I did make a proposal to the NYSERDA to actually build a waste-to-energy plant in the Albany area. They'll never do it. It makes so much sense, but they'll never do it. And all of the transport of the garbage would be by rails. 
· [bookmark: _Hlk143684822]Supervisor Depew made a motion close public input at 8:12PM. 
Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the vote: All Ayes

8.  TRANSFERS: 
10.    EXECUTIVE SESSION:  
Supervisor DePew made a motion to enter into executive session to discuss legal matters at 8:15PM
Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the Vote: All Ayes
Supervisor DePew made a motion to EXIT Executive session at 9:05PM with NO Decisions made. 
Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the Vote: All Ayes 

9.     VOUCHERS:

· Supervisor Depew reviewed the Voucher Detail report Dated December 3, 2025 which includes:
      The A-General Fund in the amount of	……….$245,122.03
[bookmark: _Hlk143079939]The DA-Highway Fund in the amount of	$206,111.27

For a grand total in the amount of                           $451,233.30

Supervisor Depew made a motion to accept the vouchers, recognizing that the Audit Committee has reviewed the claims and found them acceptable for payment. 
Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the vote: All Ayes

ADJOURNMENT: 
Supervisor DePew made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 9:06PM
Seconded by Councilman Castillo
		On the Vote: All Ayes 
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