TOWN OF PLATTEKILL
REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
February 18, 2026




Time – 7:00pm
SALUTE TO THE FLAG: 

ROLL CALL: 
The following Town Board Members were present:
	Supervisor Lembo
Councilman Fazio	
Councilman O’Flaherty
Councilman Castillo
            Councilman Hoppenstedt- ABSENT


PUBLIC HEARING:  None
MINUTES:
· [bookmark: _Hlk72778570][bookmark: _Hlk73645752][bookmark: _Hlk108464208]Councilman Castillo made a motion to NOT read the minutes from the February 4, 2026 Town Board Meeting
Seconded by Supervisor Lembo
On the vote: All Ayes

Councilman Castillo made a motion to ACCEPT the minutes from the February 4, 2026 Town Board Meeting.
Seconded by Supervisor Lembo
On the Vote: All Ayes


ADDITIONS:
· Earth Day- Donna Egan
This event would be to promote Earth Day, and held up at our Transfer Station
Supervisor Lembo is asking for the boards’ input. We would have to rope off an area. Talk to Cheryl. This even would make people more aware on recycling. 
April 23rd is Earth Day. 


REPORTS: 
· Councilman Castillo made a motion to NOT read the monthly department reports and noted they are all available at the Town Clerk’s Office upon request. 
The following reports for the month of January 2026 were available. 
Plattekill Police Monthly Report
Dog Control Monthly Report
Buildings & Grounds Monthly Report
Building Department Monthly Report
Assessor Report Monthly Report 
Recreation Report- Not Given

Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the Vote: All Ayes

[bookmark: _Hlk108464838]
OLD BUSINESS:  
· RESOLUTION #29- Justice Audit
Supervisor Lembo made a motion to adopt this Resolution; whereas the town justice annual provides their court records to the towns auditing board and that such records are examined and entered into the minutes of the town’s proceedings. 
Councilman Fazio and Councilman Castillo reviewed records from the year 2025. 

Seconded by Councilman O’Flaherty
On the Vote: All Ayes 


Councilman Castillo added: 
He was asked a question during the audit on the money that is from the tickets that the police do on behalf of the town- the parking and enforcement tickets. 
I spoke with the Police Chief today and he expressed, and I agree with him that if a person doesn’t protest a ticket, it would be okay for the Town Clerk to collect but there is always a possibility that someone will dispute the ticket. So, in order to avoid that, all tickets should go through the court. 
They can itemize it. There are currently no line items for those tickets and that money is going into the general fund. They will create a report that shows what they take in versus what they are collecting for the PD Tickets so we know what is what. And how much is taken in for each variety. 
Supervisor Lembo- Okay we will talk to them; they will have to itemized the money and do a report. 
Councilman Castillo- I thought we could have the Town Clerk do it but it is best for the courts to do this, it should stay with the court. Having the Town Clerk do it is a bad idea. 
Supervisor Lembo- Yes, we want to stay on good terms with her. 
Councilman Castillo- Yes but I do want it on the record that we are leaving it with the court. 
Supervisor Lembo- I concur. 

· Tow Law-
Councilman Fazio went back and inspected the 4th Tow Company, Modena Automotive. Modena Automotive meets all the requirements for providing tow service. We can add them to the Official Tow List. 

Supervisor Lembo made a motion to allow Modena Automotive on the Tow List for 2026. Everything was verified. 
Seconded by Councilman O’Flaherty
On the Vote: All Ayes 

· Decommissioning Law
Councilman O’Flaherty- This is a law that I've been researching probably now for almost a year. We need to protect our town in the sense of we get these projects that come in that require decommissioning components to them. With these decommissioning components, it often leaves the town susceptible to risk in the long term when you have to take these components apart that require the decommissioning thing. So, something as a cell tower, a battery storage facility, something along those lines are all good examples. Solar's another good example. What ends up happening through these projects is you can purchase a bond insurance, which is similar to purchasing a term insurance. And what it does is it promises that if and when we do need the decommissioning, that that company will pay to do so. The problem with that is these companies are publicly traded. They're not supported by the government. They have credit ratings that are lower than government debt. So, in my mind, we live in a town that we need to protect ourselves as fiscally as possible. In the essence of projects coming in that require decommissioning components, my proposal with a new law would be to have those projects require full escrow with either U.S. dollars or U.S. Treasuries into an escrow account for those projects. That'll help protect us where the town can invest those proceeds into a treasury yield bearing account where we can depend upon how we decide, meaning the town, how to allocate and protect ourselves in the sense that we need to take these components away or down in 20 or 30 years. And just in closing, to reference the other companies, these companies, as I said, are, and I'm not suggesting they could become insolvent, but they're publicly traded and they have to have assets and liabilities to support their balance sheet. 
What we'd like to do is we're in the next meeting. We'll have it open to discuss feedback from the public. 

Annette Laskowsky- Will you have something written up ahead of time so that the public can review ahead of time. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- Yes we will have some bullet points so it’ll more or less a broad aspect of what I was thinking. In March sometime, I would like to have this open to public input. 


· Sign Law & Littering Law
Supervisor Lembo said this was discussed in July 2024. 
Councilman Fazio said we really don’t have any law on the books to enforce the littering law. We have signs around town but no official law within the town. 
The Sign Law is for the all the signs throughout town, political signs that get left up. Yard sale signs that are stuck to telephone poles. 
We will continue working on this. 

· Speed Limit Reduction- Route 32/School Zone
Supervisor Lembo stated that a letter was sent in October 2025 to DOT. No response was received as of yet. 
It is a 45MPH Zone and we want it reduced 25MPH when lights are flashing. 
35MPH during non-school hours. 
Chief Lopez said their speed sign that was recently purchased can provide data to send along with a follow-up letter. We have that data and we will get it to you right away. 

Councilman Castillo made a motion to send a follow-up letter regarding the speed zone reduction with the data from the police department. 
Seconded by Supervisor Lembo
On the Vote: All Ayes





NEW BUSINESS 
· Town Park Memorials:
Supervisor Lembo said this was discussed a few times prior to him taking office. I know a tree was discussed which was said to be expensive. 
Was a wall discussed where names could be etched into or a brass plate? Something under the pavilion. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- I do like the idea of a permanent structure, the memorialization of what you are putting there. I think we should continue looking into this.
Councilman Castillo- The bench up there wasn’t used for a bench. It had a lot of flowers, candles, etc. But it has got to be tasteful. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- Our first thing is to figure out a site up at the park that we agree on and then go from there. Decide what would work, in that particular location. 

· Mobile Home Parks Certificates
Mobile Home Park Renewals 2025 & 2026
Supervisor Lembo stated that we have received all the paperwork and fees for the following mobile home park renewals for 2025/2026. 
Councilman Castillo made a motion to allow the Supervisor to sign the certificate of compliance. 
Seconded by Councilman O’Flaherty
On the Vote: All Ayes 


PUBLIC INPUT: 
· Supervisor Lembo made a motion to open Public Input at 7:04PM.
Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the vote: All Ayes

1. Kathie Beinkafner- This Earth Day event, who did it come from?
Supervisor Lembo- Donna Egan, I believe she has something to do with Girl Scouts. It is to make people more aware of recycling. And how certain things are recycled. 

2. Annette Laskowsky- There is also an Earth Day Event each year at the library. They used to hand out small trees for people to plant.
 
3. Cathy Oncher- I found a Chrome book for $180.00 that allows you to live stream. Did you find money in the budget to purchase?
Supervisor Lembo said we will look and see if we have the money by next meeting? 

4. Kathie B- I still feel that at the last Town Board Meeting where you all went into Executive Session to discuss the ambulance, that we all should have been there. 
Supervisor Lembo- I will take that into consideration but when it comes to public opinion, once everything gets settled there will be public hearings on that. The residents will be able to voice their opinions and concerns. The County attorney requested that we go into executive session.
Kathie B- It seemed like no one wanted us to ask questions
Supervisor Lembo- There will be lots of other meetings where residents will be able to ask questions and voice opinions. We had people on the committee from the 3 Fire Departments. We are trying to get something started because right now we are at a disadvantage. A lot of time has lapsed when this should have been started last year and now, we are playing catch up to have this completed by next budget season. It doesn’t give us a lot of time. 


Councilman Castillo asked if the Police Chief would like to speak on why they’re here?
Chief Lopez- Were here to answer any questions from the public. One of us representatives, whether it’s a sergeant, deputy chief or myself will be present at the Town Board meetings in cause any questions are asked so you don’t have to tell the residents that you’ll get back to them. We should be able to answer right away. 
Councilman Castillo- I appreciate you coming in and saying that. 

5. Cathy Oncher- I was curious, the protest at Hannaford; what were they protesting? 
SGT. Vasta- Caged Eggs and Hannaford not selling enough cage free eggs. I spoke to Councilman Fazio; the town has to get something in play for us to be able to enforce something like this. They were on a public sidewalk, freedom of speech; our hands were kind of tied. Unless there is some kind of ordinance the town can put on the books. 
Cathy O- If they are using a megaphone, that could be a catch where it could be a noise ordinance. 
Supervisor Lembo- They were on a sidewalk which is public property. 
Chief Lopez- You are not allowed to block pedestrian traffic or block entrance ways. They weren’t all that cooperative, not giving us their name. They were parked in the Dunkin Donuts parking lot. 
SGT. Vasta- The car they were using was a rental out of New England. 

Councilman O’Flaherty- Was there any solutions offered or just a protest? 
Kathie B- When you go shopping you do have a choice. 
Supervisor Lembo- If they aren’t blocking entryways or impeding customers and they are on public property, our hands our kind of tied. We’ll have to see about getting a permit this way they are protected and so are residents. Everything would be documented. It comes down to safety. 


6. Rose Guerri- What about reducing speed limits on Route 44/55? It is a 45MPH Zone. It is a really bad spot by Freetown Highway over that hill. It is a blind hill. 

Chief Lopez- We submit monthly reports and our guys are out there. We know that 44/55 has been a problem but we are out there addressing it. We look out for our residents but we are also trying to educate them. We have a speeding problem in this entire town. The word is getting out there. 



Supervisor Lembo made a motion to CLOSE public input at 7:18PM
Seconded by Councilman O’Flaherty
On the Vote: All Ayes 


TRANSFERS: NONE
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  
Supervisor Lembo made a motion to ENTER into Executive Session at 7:55PM
Seconded by Councilman Castillo
On the Vote: All Ayes 

Supervisor Lembo made a motion to EXIT Executive Session at 8:34PM. 
Seconded by Councilman Castillo
On the Vote: All Ayes

Supervisor Lembo stated that litigation was discussed. No decisions were made





VOUCHERS:

· Supervisor Lembo reviewed the Voucher Detail report Dated February 18, 2026 which includes:

The A-General Fund amount of	$41,387.06
[bookmark: _Hlk143079939]The DA-Highway Fund amount of	$53,802.92
The SA- Clintondale Lighting in the amount of……………………. $1,026.57
The SB- Modena Lighting in the amount of ………………………. $1,875.56

For a grand total in the amount of                              $98,092.11


ADJOURNMENT: 
Supervisor Lembo made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:36PM
Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the Vote: All Ayes 
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