TOWN OF PLATTEKILL
REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
March 18, 2026



Time – 7:00pm
SALUTE TO THE FLAG: 
ROLL CALL: 
The following Town Board Members were present:
	Supervisor Lembo
Councilman Fazio	
Councilman O’Flaherty
Councilman Castillo
            Councilman Hoppenstedt

PUBLIC HEARING:  None
MINUTES:
· [bookmark: _Hlk72778570][bookmark: _Hlk73645752][bookmark: _Hlk108464208]Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion to NOT read the minutes from the March 4, 2026 Town Board Meeting
Seconded by Councilman O’Flaherty
On the vote: All Ayes

Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion to ACCEPT the minutes from the March 4, 2026 Town Board Meeting.
Seconded by Councilman Fazio 
On the Vote: All Ayes

ADDITIONS:
· Firework Training Day
The Town Board received a letter from July 4ever Fireworks to host a training day at our Town Park. 
The Town Board expressed concern over the soccer league at the park, the amount of people that would be on the playground and the overall safety for the training. 
Councilman Castillo asked with soccer, they don’t play up where they set fireworks off. 
Supervisor Lembo said he was right but the soccer field is off limits during our July 4th fireworks so it would have to be roped off. 
They decided at this time, we are not able to close down the park for training with fireworks. 

Supervisor Lembo made a motion to deny the training. 
Seconded by Councilman Fazio				On the Vote: All Ayes 

· Councilman O’Flaherty made a motion and recommended that the Town go out to bid for RFP (Request for Proposals) for new town attorneys. Special Council attorneys.
Our current Town attorney is not able to handle our bonds any further.
We’ll put this out for bid, get names and then contact them.  
Seconded by Councilman Hoppenstedt
On the Vote: All Ayes

· Councilman Fazio stated that the building inspectors submitted a packet to the Town Board with some updates they want to our town laws, to upgrade them because they haven’t been changed since around 2004. 
If the Town Board can review, we’ll come back next Board meeting with the changes. 



REPORTS: 
· Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion to NOT read the monthly department reports and noted they are all available at the Town Clerk’s Office upon request. 
The following reports for the month of February 2026 were available. 
Plattekill Police Monthly Report
Dog Control Monthly Report- NOT received 
Buildings & Grounds Monthly Report
Building Department Monthly Report
Assessor Report Monthly Report 
Recreation Report- NOT received 

Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the Vote: All Ayes

[bookmark: _Hlk108464838]
OLD BUSINESS:  
· Memorial Wall at Town Park
Councilman Castillo said him and Councilman Fazio met with Bobby Wager to formulate a plan for brass plaques. So, we’ll talk to Bob again this week, present what he has. If any other board member has other ideas, we’ll present it in two weeks.
Supervisor Lembo—This will be going to be outside in the weather, or is it going to be weatherproofed?
Councilman Castillo- So between either granite and brass, it should be basically weatherproofed. (29:20) Yes.
Councilman O’Flaherty- I think what we need, though, before we even get to the brass and the granite, is plans and how to make it stay and last, and where are we going to footprint it, where are we going to site it, how to execute it, all that. And then what the cost is going to be. But I would also like to add your, I affectionately call it Willie's walkway. But I think that would be a good idea to make that kind of at the same time. We've been working with that on a very long time. We basically have that to the finish line and all the work ready and all donated with that. The memorial, you could probably extend some of the donated work that I've gotten for the walkway and help to get with that to that as well. So, I think it could offset that cost.
Councilman Castillo-  Yes, we'll talk to Bobby and maybe he might even come down and give the whole presentation this way. If everybody agrees with it, we could move on. Because it's been talked about for at least three years. We're not looking at benches.

· Littering/Sign Law
Councilman Fazio said he is still trying to wrap up laws from other towns to make sure we have a solid plan. There is a few more laws that he wants to look into before he makes a presentation. There are fines other towns have. But then we’ve got to see who is going to remove the signs, I would like to work with the Building Department on this and get their input. 

· Old East Road CULVERT Pipe
Supervisor Lembo said the resolution was already signed last year
Councilman Castillo said there is also a grant process that we started regarding this project. 

Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion to have the Town Supervisor sign the contract for the Old East Road Culvert Pipe. 
Seconded by Councilman Castillo
On the Vote: All Ayes 



NEW BUSINESS 
Park Request- Community Clothing, Item Swap & Pot Luck
Robin Kelly
I'm a long-time community member. I am a member of Platt and Kill Fire Department Auxiliary, but this is not an auxiliary event. I admin a local community Facebook group that is like a buy-nothing group, but we are not part of the buy-nothing project. I shared with the group members that possibly we could do an in-person type of event, be able to use the park pavilion and have people come from the community with items that they want to gift or people coming that may be able to find items that they need. The idea is that people share and give where they live. It would be an opportunity to meet in person. Having it as a potluck would be they'd be able to share a meal. People wouldn't be required to bring something to share. It's not necessarily a swap where you have to bring something, and it would be required that people take their donations with them if they don't find a home. And I think it would be a great way to help our community. We have, I see just from the group how many people suddenly, you know, post that they need something and somebody has that thing versus throwing it away. Or myself posting the things that my child is out growing and somebody else needs those things. This would be an opportunity to do it in person. The weather's nicer, hopefully, and we have the pavilion, so it's not necessarily contingent on no rain. 
Supervisor Lembo- So you want to stay strictly under the pavilion? 
Robin- Yeah, or, I mean, if people can come with their children, they can use the park. I was just hoping to be able to utilize the pavilion and have a date set. This is the first time I'm doing this. It may be that other members can find their own locations and host their own pop-up events. But this one, if I'm hosting it, I would like to have it somewhere that I know I'm allowed to be there and not just show up and use it like I see people randomly do. I would like to know that it's okay that I'm using it and utilize the pavilion. I don't necessarily need access to the kitchen or the bathroom, but I thought that would be nice if it's a potluck. And, obviously, having someone with bathrooms accessible, but there is a port-a-potty, so that's not absolutely necessary. But just to know that there's a date that we could use the park and the pavilion for this and see how it goes. And then if it goes well, I would hope that I could request to do this again in the future.

Councilman O’Flaherty- Were you asking if this was going to be confined to the pavilion area?
Supervisor Lembo- Yeah
Councilman O’Flaherty- That is important, to make sure that if we do approve this, it’s confined to that footprint. Meaning the people don’t spread out, I mean the actual items. 
Robin- I think utilizing the tables inside, but I also think that people could utilize their vehicles. So, they could be in the parking lot and have a chair set up and have junk in their trunk and not have to unload it. And I think that's not a bad thing either, but they could still come up to the pavilion to eat something. But so, no, I would like to not be restricted to only items under the pavilion. Nobody's going to be setting up pop-up tents all over the grass. That's either confined to their trunk space or space around their car in the parking lot or the pavilion at a table. This would be a free event; people can come for free. Publicly, people can go to the park and meet to swap things. I want to make sure that if it’s somewhere that were going to go, that we have the proper permission. And finding a space for this was the first hurdle to making it happen. 

Councilman Fazio- How would we handle the whole thing with cost? Because we just went through, even with the not for profits. 
Councilman Castillo suggested contacting the Church in Plattekill. They have a little bit more space, and parking lot room. 

· Town Easter Egg Hunt
Sunday, April 12th. Flyer is available on our Facebook page. 
3 different age groups


· Plattekill Fire Department Request
Letter Received March 11, 2026
Requesting Financial Assistance with their HVAC system. $30,000, 50% of the projects total. 
Supervisor Lembo said right now, the Town Board has yet to make a decision on allotting the money. So, at this particular time, we are not deciding what exactly to do yet with the money. 
Councilman Castillo- Didn’t we use all the money and its over with?
Supervisor Lembo- No, there is some interest money left
Councilman Castillo- And didn’t it go into the general fund?
Supervisor Lembo- No, it’s in an interest-bearing account, which was the interest on the ARPA money. We’ll have to make a decision on what to do with that money. This is my feeling, that if we are going to divide the money up, everyone should get a little piece of it. Not just give it to one group, we should split it up. 
Councilman Fazio- How would the money left in the account affect the town as far as our budget and the town money
Supervisor Lembo- That is separate, that was interest from the ARPA money. That doesn’t have anything to do with the general fund. 
Councilman Castillo- The agreement with ARPA, was the interest apart of that?
Supervisor Lembo- Its interest from the ARPA money. 



PUBLIC INPUT: 
· Supervisor Lembo made a motion to open Public Input at 7:06PM.
Seconded by Councilman Hoppenstedt
On the vote: All Ayes


1. Mary Ann DePew- I'd like to address the Plattekill Town Board members, Chairperson Carol Peetz, and members of the Veterans Committee. After approximately 26 or so years of dedicated service, I am writing formally to resign my position as Vice Chairperson in Plattekill Veterans Committee, effective immediately. With the love, gratitude, respect, and admiration that I possess for our veterans, serving in this capacity has been both meaningful and rewarding. It's been an honor to collaborate with other devoted individuals who share the same deep commitment to supporting our veterans and our community. At the 2026 reorganizational meeting, the newly elected supervisor wretchedly decided to introduce politics to our committee by refusing to keep my husband, a highly supported and engaged member of our committee, on the list received from the Veterans Committee for membership. Subsequently, when questioned, he gave others an explanation that was blatantly untrue. The board did not make the decision to omit Dean's name. As he stated, he did. This makes me wonder if he knows what he's even doing. Does he even know what the Veterans Committee does? With all my years of service, we've never encountered such nonsense. Politics has no place in the Veterans Committee. Some members, despite not attending any meetings at all since joining the committee, are still considered active and remain on your self-chosen list. Furthermore, even our foreman has attended only one meeting in the last four or five years, but he continues to be listed as a member. Even as recently as our launch of the Banners for Heroes program, a challenging, time-consuming effort that required web setup, selection of polls for banners in Clintondale, Modena, and Plattekill areas, and securing permits from the Department of Transportation, Verizon, and Central Hudson, I still felt immense pride in what we have achieved together over the years. I am deeply grateful for the opportunity to support projects that honor and help those who have courageously served our country.  After careful consideration, I believe the time has come for me to step aside  and allow another member to help continue advancing our committee's mission. I am unable to serve as vice chairperson with this kind of leadership in office. Although I will no longer hold this position as vice chairperson, I will remain a member committed to supporting the Plattekill Veterans Committee and its important work. I would like to sincerely thank the members of our committee, he Town of Plattekill, the previous town supervisor,  and our community for their trust, their cooperation, their friendship throughout my tenure. It is truly a privilege to serve and honor our heroes. I extend my very best wishes to the committee for ongoing success in all future initiatives in support of our veterans. Respectfully and sincerely, Mary Ann DePew

2. Annette Laskowsky- Are the Police going to be here at this meeting? 
Supervisor Lembo- We have SGT. Vasta in the back. 
Annette- Are we able to ask them questions? I had a question on the “Are you OK program?”
Councilman Hoppenstedt- SGT. Vasta is the best one to answer that question
SGT. Vasta- What is the question?
Annette- I’ve never heard of the program so I am wondering what it is? 
SGT. Vasta- A lot of information on it is on our social media page. What it is, is if you know of a person in need or someone that you wanted checked in on, our confidential secretary to the chief will contact that person and make sure they are okay. She’ll talk to them, check in. They see if there in need of anything and if for some reason that person does not pick up the phone, the secretary will send a marked unit or an officer to the residence or the location to check on the person to make sure they are well. If you know someone that wants to sign up, just call the Police Station and speak to our secretary. 

3. Cathy Oncher- At the last town board meeting, there was a gentleman that was involved with an environmental water program within the Town. Is there a contact name or number? My neighbor’s son might be interested in it. 
Supervisor Lembo- I will give it to you before we leave, his information is in my office. 

4. Town Resident- Can you tell me an update of the digging that is going on by Hertel site?
Supervisor Lembo- Last update I had was that they had a stop work order put on the site because they did not get DOT permission to the road. 
Resident- What is the developer going to do?
Supervisor Lembo- We aren’t sure, I guess they bought it to put up a house. Nothing has been presented yet. But in the meantime, there’s a cone there with a stop work order on it from DOT. Our building inspector went out there, all they did so far was rough out the driveway. 
Resident- Are they supposed to be digging there?
Supervisor Lembo- They are not digging on the landfill itself. That is a private piece of property that is adjacent to the landfill. It has nothing to do with the landfill; it’s a separate percent. 

5. Town Resident- Is it safe for someone to build a house right that close to the landfill? 
Supervisor Lembo- I mean, its buyer beware. Most likely, they’ll build to sell it. Someone bought the property; it’s been for sale for a while. 
Resident- It is just going to be a house or if sold, will it be a big commercial builder?
Supervisor Lembo- I don’t think you can put that many houses on that property, maybe two. We will have to see if he will get in touch with our building department, otherwise he can’t do anything? 
Resident- My concern is, is it going to be a house or are they going to say it's a house and build like some commercial building that's making chemicals or machinery  and things like that?  It residential?
Supervisor Lembo- Yeah, it is. I mean, the way it looks right now, they're probably going to just build a house, whether it's for themselves or they plan on flipping it. That I don't know yet. 
Resident- But it's not on the dump land? 
Supervisor Lembo- No, it's not on the Hertel site.
Kathy Beinkafner- I would think the water well would be a serious problem buying that chose to the Hertel Landfill. 

6. Annette- What is the status of the laptop that the Town Board is going to get?
Supervisor Lembo- Well, we got it thank you to Cathy. 
Cathy Oncher- They are having trouble getting access to the Town of Plattekill Facebook page. A new page might have to happen
Supervisor Lembo- We have talked about it, we are working on trying to figure out the password to the page and who created it? No one seems to know. 

Annette- Planning Board and Zoning Board, no one knows that is going on with them at their meetings. 
Sarah/Town Clerk- They have been filming meetings. The Town Board shares a YouTube channel with the Planning and Zoning Board Clerk to put their meetings up. 

7. Resident- What is the digging going on being the Fazio BBQ place?
Supervisor Lembo- He has been clearing land for 2-3 years now. Hes Agricultural. 
Councilman Fazio- The building Inspectors have been out there, they have called DEC and they were going with him clearing the land because he’s Agricultural status. He has an AG- exemption. 

8. Annette L- This is where they wanted to build all of those houses. They’re claiming AG for building all of those houses?
Supervisor Lembo- Well he’ll clear the land and then when they are done, they’ll start building. They get all the work done under AG. DEC said he is going Agricultural things by clearing then he’s going to come in and build. 


Councilman Castillo- I want to add one more thing and answer MaryAnn DePew. I did not approve that, I saw originally in Sarah’s office did have your name and Deans name on it. I did not make that decision to take your name off the list. 
Supervisor Lembo- Okay but it was a majority vote. 
Councilman Castillo- We did vote on the list that was presented but there was a list prior to that and it was adjusted before it got to us. 
9. Annette Laskowsky- Appointments? You all voted on it but could not any board member make adjustments to the list? 
Supervisor Lembo- What do you mean?
Annette- MaryAnn said that you did not want Dean on the committee. There is 4 other people on that board, could they not have said they wanted him on the committee?
Supervisor Lembo- Yeah they could have
Councilman Fazio- Actually, if I’m correct, isn’t it the Veterans committee who puts their name on it and we are just kind of a formality that we approve them because we don’t add the names from up here?
Supervisor Lembo- It is our choice, our appointment to put people on the committee’s. All committees are like that; it is our appointment for the committees. 
Councilman Fazio- Is Carol Peets the chairperson? I would assume she has a copy of the original list. 
Annette- That is not the question or the statement. 
Supervisor Lembo made a motion to CLOSE public input at 7:27PM
Seconded by Councilman O’Flaherty
On the Vote: All Ayes 





TRANSFERS: NONE

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  
Supervisor Lembo made a motion to ENTER into Executive Session at 7:53PM
Seconded by Councilman Castillo
On the Vote: All Ayes 

Supervisor Lembo said the Transfer Station, Attorneys and Personnel will be discussed. 

Supervisor Lembo made a motion to EXIT Executive Session at 8:30PM. 
Seconded by Councilman Castillo
On the Vote: All Ayes

Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion to hold a public hearing on May 6th to discuss the Transfer Station conditions 
Seconded by Supervisor Lembo









VOUCHERS:

· Supervisor Lembo reviewed the Voucher Detail report Dated March 18, 2026 which includes:

The A-General Fund amount of	$58,806.71
[bookmark: _Hlk143079939]The DA-Highway Fund amount of	$12,139.26
The H1 Ban Bridge NY in the amount of ………………………$6,093.52
The SA- Clintondale Lighting in the amount of……………………. $1,054.34
The SB- Modena Lighting in the amount of ………………………. $1,959.53

For a grand total in the amount of                              $80,053.36


ADJOURNMENT: 
Supervisor Lembo made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:31PM
Seconded by Councilman Hoppenstedt 
On the Vote: All Ayes 
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