Town of PLATTEKILL
REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
February 4, 2026



Time – 7:00PM
SALUTE TO THE FLAG: 
ROLL CALL: 
The following Town Board Members were present:
	Supervisor Lembo
Councilman Fazio	
Councilman O’Flaherty
Councilman Castillo
            Councilman Hoppenstedt

PUBLIC HEARING:  NONE
MINUTES:
· [bookmark: _Hlk72778570][bookmark: _Hlk73645752][bookmark: _Hlk108464208]Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion to NOT read the minutes from the January 21, 2026 Town Board Meeting
Seconded by Councilman O’Flaherty
On the vote: All Ayes

Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion to ACCEPT the minutes from the January 21, 2026 Town Board Meeting.
Seconded by Councilman O’Flaherty
On the Vote: All Ayes

AMBULANCE DISTRICT- T. HANNIGAN & E. Erichson

Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion to ENTER into Executive Session at 7:03PM. 
Seconded by Supervisor Lembo
On the Vote: All Ayes

Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion to invite the Town Clerk, Sarah Nelson into Executive Session. 
Seconded by Supervisor Lembo
On the Vote: All Ayes  
Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion to EXIT Executive Session at 7:45PM. 
Seconded by Supervisor Lembo
On the Vote: All Ayes

Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion that the Town of Plattekill send Ulster County a letter stating that the Town will create an Ambulance District within the Town of Plattekill at this time. 
Seconded by Councilman Castillo
On the Vote: All Ayes 

Ray Polizzi from Clintondale said this is a very critical first step. 

ADDITIONS:
· Veterans Committee Additions
Supervisor Lembo made a motion to add MaryAnn DePew and Carl Michaud to the Veterans Committee. 
Seconded by Councilman Castillo
On the Vote: All Ayes 

· UCRRA Contract
Agreement should remain in effect until December 31, 2030 and may be extended by mutual agreement. 
Councilman Castillo made a motion to have the Supervisor sign the overall agreement. 
Seconded by Councilman O’Flaherty

· Councilman O’Flaherty asks Councilman Fazio when we passed BESS? (Battery Energy Storage Systems) 
Councilman Fazio said end of 2025. But we have been doing our homework on it for years
Councilman O’Flaherty- Councilman Fazio, Ed Diller, and Rich Dimitri did a ton of work formulating the research in order to get us to the end result which was the Battery Energy Storage Law. I read the news recently and thought it was a misprint in Warwick where the big fire happened two years ago, apparently it happened again like 6 weeks ago. So, I want to commend us and James and the team for doing the due diligence in making sure that was put in place. So along with that, I would like to open the discussion with the board and maybe put out for public input, a Decommissioning component that I would like to add in for a local law that would require any project in the town that require decommissioning bonds to have full escrow within the town. We would no longer accept insurance or Surety bonds; we would only accept full escrow in the Town with any project that requires decommissioning for that project at a future date. 
Councilman Castillo- That would be for any project, right?
Councilman O’Flaherty- Well there are specific projects. You would have like cellular, solar; it could be battery storage; anything that requires the deconstruction of a project after a service life. 
I would like to discuss with the Town Board and then put out to public input for the town to consider this as a requirement for us as the Town will no longer accept Surety bonds. 
I am happy to answer why we would not accept full escrow for any of these projects. 

Councilman Fazio- Hasn’t this been in the works with the Town attorney?
Supervisor Lembo- Nothing has been done with it
Councilman O’Flaherty- Yes, but this is the first time that we have brought it up to put out to the public at a future date but yes, they have been working on it. 


REPORTS: NONE

PUBLIC INPUT: 
· Supervisor Lembo made a motion to open Public Input at 8:32 pm.
Seconded by Councilman Hoppenstedt
On the vote: All Ayes
1. Gladys Figuroa- I want to say that I really appreciate what Annette does with live streaming the meetings. I know Sarah records it and then posts on YouTube the next day. I think a lot of people want to attend but it isn’t always easy to come out there. Cathy Oncher and I would like to raise some funds and have a laptop donated strictly for live streaming. 
Councilman Castillo- I don’t understand, why?
Gladys- Willie, Annette is doing this off of her phone. People want to see these meetings. We want to see everyone. 
Supervisor Lembo- Would we need another camera?
Town Clerk, Sarah- I would need something, like a laptop where I could log into Facebook and go live with at the meetings. 

Gladys- What does the Town Board think about this? 
Councilman O’Flaherty- Where would we put it? 
Gladys- You would have to put it somewhere on a table so that the entire board would be able to be seen. 
Councilman Castillo- Let us as a board look if we have the funds that we can use for this. We do have a line for equipment and we will get back to you. 

2. Cathy Oncher- What is the towns policy for donating funds? What is the protocol. 
Supervisor Lembo- I am not sure. I will have to look into it. 

Cathy- I want to mention and I wasn’t at the last meeting. I know that the Town Board postponed appointing Andrew McKee as the Dog Catcher. I have lived in Plattekill since 1980. The dog problem gets worse every year. This is a compliment, not a complaint. I live off of New Unionville, every time I have called Andrew, he has responded and very understanding. I have never had a problem working with him. 


3. Annette Laskowsky- You did delay appointing the Dog Catcher, did you appoint him?
Councilman Fazio- We have still been talking about it. 
Councilman Castillo- We are seeing where it goes. But he is still on it.

4. Kathie Beinkafner- In the beginning when you went into the first Executive Session, there was no explanation about what it was about. 
Councilman Castillo- There was no decision made at that one. 
Councilman Hoppenstedt- At the first one, yes there was. We made a motion to create an Ambulance District within the Town of Plattekill. We created an Ambulance district. Last year, the Town Board made EMS an essential service in the Town of Plattekill. Clintondale Fire District does not have an ambulance and Modena Fire District, will soon not have an ambulance. 
Right now, both have paid into Ulster County to supply emergency services, which us as a town creating it an essential service has to create an ambulance district to provide that service. 
Kathie- I thought the County was paying a lot of money for this. 
Councilman Hoppenstedt- The County is paying to develop it. They are paying to create the district. We have to approve the tax district. 
Kathie- Us people in Clintondale thought we were going to have an ambulance. 
councilman Hoppenstedt- You do and you will. 

Bobby Jackson- You have an ambulance coming if you call 911. That contract that Clintondale signed is only for the 2026 year, after that they won’t have the contract and by creating this district, they will continue providing ambulance service. 

5. Annette L- The ambulance that is somewhere in Modena. Who’s is that?
councilman Hoppesntedt- New Paltz Rescue rents that building. They can respond out of there. 
Annette- Who pays New Paltz? 
Councilman Hoppenstedt- Right now, Ulster County. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- We haven’t formed a district yet. 
Councilman Hoppenstedt- That is why we are forming the district and we will take over paying for it. Clintondale and Modena are paying Ulster County right now for an ambulance to respond to their district. Plattekill Fire District at this time has 2 ambulances. 

Annette- After you do this district, and it becomes official and the town has a district, then what? You will have one ambulance for the whole town?
Councilman Hoppenstedt- That is what the County is figuring out. Once we create and tell them how much of the town, we will need to cover with this, the County will establish how many ambulances they feel we will need in this area. 
Annette- That would be spread out through the town. 
Councilman Hoppenstedt- They will not be stationed in the town. It could come from New Paltz, Gardiner, etc. 
Supervisor Lembo- Nothing is finalized right now. 


6. Esther Coppola- When are all of these meetings taking place? Are they open to the public
Supervisor Lembo- The EMS Committee meets once a month. Yes, they are. 
Bobby Jackson said- When that committee was formed, Modena, Clintondale and Plattekill got together to try and figure out how to fix EMS in their respective districts. If you look at a map of Ulster County, EMS coverage in the Town of Plattekill, it is red as far as the volume of calls we respond to . 
Councilman Hoppenstedt- That is what we are trying to fix. 

Supervisor Lembo- It has to be finalized by September. It will have to fit into the budget. 

7. Kathie B- So why was an executive session required for this? We couldn’t just sit here and listen?
Supervisor Lembo- The attorney for the County requested it. 

8. Esther Coppola- I would like to know if there’s going to be any public meetings about this and will we be notified about them and can we attend them?
Supervisor Lembo- They have been happening at the Clintondale Fire House. What we are going to do once we come to a solution, we will have public hearings on this. Right now, the committee meets to brain storm the best solution. Once we figure out how it will work, then we will have public hearings and the public will come and be able to speak and ask questions. 

9. Kathie B- What was the reason for the second executive session?
Supervisor Lembo- It was a legal matter and personnel. 


Supervisor Lembo made a motion to CLOSE public input at 8:50PM
Seconded by Councilman Hoppenstedt
On the Vote: All Ayes 


OLD BUSINESS:  
· Letter of Credit- Lands of Chaisson/Lindsay Court
$690,747.00 
Councilman Castillo made a motion to approve the letter of credit. 
Seconded by Councilman O’Flaherty
On the Vote: All Ayes 


· Zoning Board Training
H. Dembroski had already paid for the training and is looking to get reimbursed
Councilman O’Flaherty made a motion to reimburse the $250.00 for training expenses as the ZBA secretary
Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the Vote: All Ayes 

· Justice Audit- Year 2025
Councilman Fazio and Councilman Castillo
Supervisor Lembo is asking if they decided on a date?
Councilman Castillo stated they haven’t heard back from the clerks, we will get back to the board. 



· Procurement Policy
Councilman Castillo said we have kept the same policy as in years past, and we should keep it for years 2026.  (Policy is available in the Town Clerks office) 
Councilman Castillo made a motion to approve the Procurement policy for years 2026
Seconded by Councilman Hoppenstedt
On the Vote: All Ayes
Councilman Fazio asked if there were any changes made between 2025 and 2026
The Town Board answered no. 
Motion Stays 



NEW BUSINESS 
· Bounced Checks/Bookkeeper
The Bookkeeper has a bounced check for $59.00. Numerous attempts have been made to contact the person. She would like to write off the amount to be able to balance her books for 2025. 
Councilman Fazio said we did this in 2024 as well. It is losing money trying to collect the money. 

Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion to write off the $59.00
Seconded by Supervisor Lembo
On the Vote: All Ayes


· RESOLUTION #28 of 2026		Tow List- 2026	
Supervisor Lembo made a motion to adopt the Tow List Resolution. 
The Town Board annually appoints towing companies to the Tow List. 
            - Autos by Joseph
            - Modena Collision
            - Potters Towing
             -Modena Automotive (Approved at 2/18/2026 meeting) 


Councilman Castillo seconded the motion
On the Vote: All Ayes 

Councilman Fazio said that Modena Automotive was not present when we went out and did Tow Inspections. We should table this until they pass the inspection and we can get back out there. 
Supervisor Lembo- I am fine with that. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- Are we still collecting the fee of $400.00 for the Tow fee and application.   
Supervisor Lembo- Yes


· Workshop Meeting with Department Heads
Supervisor Lembo said he would like to set up meetings with department heads so him and the Town Board can be brought up to speed on what is going on with town employees. Moreso for himself so he can know what is going on with the individual departments. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- Absolutely
Councilman Castillo- If we are all here then it would be a quorum
Councilman O’Flaherty- If you do one meeting, that will work. 
Supervisor Lembo- One meeting for everyone to get caught up to speed. 



TRANSFERS: NONE


EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion that the Town Board will enter into Executive Session at 8:02PM to discuss personnel matters and a voucher in question.  
Seconded by Supervisor Lembo
On the Vote: All Ayes

Supervisor Lembo made a motion to exit Executive Session at 8:30PM. 
No decisions were made. 
Seconded by Councilman Castillo
On the Vote: All Ayes 










VOUCHERS:

· Supervisor Lembo reviewed the Voucher Detail report Dated February 4, 2026 which includes:

The A-General Fund amount of	……… $100,332.33
[bookmark: _Hlk143079939]The DA-Highway Fund amount of	$69,395.93
The H4- Misc Supplies in the amount ………………………………..$5,657.50

For a grand total in the amount of                              $175,385.76

Supervisor Lembo made a motion to accept the vouchers, recognizing that the Audit Committee has reviewed the claims and found them acceptable for payment. 
Seconded by Councilman O’Flaherty
On the vote: All Ayes

ADJOURNMENT: 
Supervisor Lembo made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:50PM
Seconded by councilman Castillo		On the Vote: All Ayes 
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