


TOWN OF PLATTEKILL
REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
April 15, 2026



Time – 7:00pm
SALUTE TO THE FLAG: 
ROLL CALL: 
The following Town Board Members were present:
	Supervisor Lembo
Councilman Fazio	
Councilman O’Flaherty
Councilman Castillo
            Councilman Hoppenstedt

PUBLIC HEARING:  None
MINUTES:
· [bookmark: _Hlk72778570][bookmark: _Hlk73645752][bookmark: _Hlk108464208]Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion to NOT read the minutes from the April 1, 2026 Town Board Meeting
Seconded by Supervisor Lembo
On the vote: All Ayes

Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion to ACCEPT the minutes from the April 1, 2026 Town Board Meeting.
Seconded by Councilman Castillo
On the Vote: All Ayes

ADDITIONS:
· Councilman O’Flaherty-  We've been discussing the decommissioning bond. Decommissioning law, and we need to schedule public input for that. So, the decommissioning law that we're proposing is a law that will essentially require all projects that have to post a decommissioning component for their project. We ordinarily would accept a Surety bond, which is a small premium that is paid to eventually fulfill the bond role. This law would propose to accept full escrow, and then we would purchase U.S. Treasuries. That does two things. It does ensure a solvency for the town in terms of having the ability to take the project apart when it does meet its useful life. And then in addition to that, we would also, as a town, be able to invest those proceeds in a U.S. Treasury yielding, whatever Treasury's yielding, 3.5% to 4%, also a benefit to the town. The way it's currently set up, it's a little bit of an inverse, and the town doesn't necessarily have the protections in place. So, we'd like to have that open up to public discussion in two weeks. Is that a fair enough description of what I was looking for? 
Supervisor Lembo- Sounds like it. 
Kathie Beinkafner- Are these projects that would come before the planning board? 
Councilman O’Flaherty- Essentially, yes. You could think of something like a cell tower, for example. You could think of something like a solar farm, battery storage, anything that requires the disassembly and construction of their material. And ordinarily, we would accept an insurance policy, essentially. A couple meetings ago, I want to say maybe three or four meetings ago, I did articulate that in a much better format. I apologize I haven't gone into such detail at this point. But what that would do was, like I said, it provides solvency for a little town that doesn't have the ability to necessarily fight the big fight all the time. Additionally, it would give us a benefit of an acceptable rate of return for those funds that are in escrow in order to also take the project apart over time. 
Councilman Castillo- And if they go belly up, we still have their money.  The other way, they don't renew it, then we don't have a leg to stand on. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- I could absolutely go into that. So, the way it is now is the private sector and then U.S. government. So, I would much rather, I think, be in bed with the U.S. government in terms of their debt.  The private sector, they can assure and insure policies. We've all heard of examples. We've had Kodak in upstate New York no longer. We have Enron and WorldCom. If all these companies that were part of the fabric of society that are no longer, these insurance companies are not necessarily indemnified from those same protections. So, if I were to bet in a decommissioning project that has a 20-year lifespan, would I bet with company A being around in 20 years or country B, USA, being around in 20 years? I would bet on country B being around in 20 years. Does that make sense?

Supervisor Lembo- Would the Town Board be amenable to setting up a public hearing at our next meeting in May?
Councilman Fazio- Is that proper protocol? 
Councilman Hoppenstedt- Normally we introduce the law with something written and then we do the public hearing after that. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- Yes, we’ll have the attorney finalize the draft law. 
Councilman Hoppenstedt- So what we have to do is at the next meeting we have to read the law as an introduction, and then the meeting after we can have a public hearing on it. But we need a copy of it first and we supply a copy to the audience here first. 



· Walden Playboy:
Supervisor Lembo- The President of the Club, Mike came in the other day and met with myself and the Building Inspector, Bill on approving their schedule for this year since it’s a yearly schedule. There are certain stipulations that were agreed on by the court and the end of the decision. There was a tentative schedule that was released before Town Board approval. They also had not gotten their board of health camping approvals yet. 
They’re asking for contingent approval on their permit, while waiting for the Board of Health approval while they are waiting for their water testing, septic, etc. 

Mike B- So every year we have to get a camping permit with the health department. It's always in a tight schedule because of the winter time and getting the water system up and running. But we got our water test in, but the nitrogen test takes up to four weeks. We had some issues, so we got in late. So, everything is in to the county health department except for that nitrogen test. They said as soon as they receive that, they will email me the permit. Your next meeting isn't until after the first race anyways. So, we're just waiting for that one test to come in so we can get our permit. 
Councilman Fazio-  Also there also a discrepancy about parking lots and camping spots?
Mike B- And I have my people already working on it. Camping spots need to be labeled, numbered, so on and so forth. And the only thing I do have to, they were talking to me earlier on how exactly they want to label, because we want to label correctly.

Supervisor Lembo- Does anyone have any other questions they would like to ask? 
Councilman Fazio- So this would really be then just for the one race right now. The rest would be contingent upon them getting everything in order? 
Supervisor Lembo- No, this race technically would be contingent. Because once they get their approval, then they're good for the rest of the year. But the problem, like I said, was that our meeting is after the race. So, if this information comes in before that race, we already made our decision, and they can continue, and then that's it until next year
Councilman Fazio- Right, but right now they’re only getting approval for this one race. Contingent until everything comes back to us, yes. 
Supervisor Lembo- All right gentlemen, are you guys good with that? Or does anyone else have any other discussion? 
Councilman Castillo- Lets call for a vote

Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion that we allow Walden Playboy to race on May 2/3, 2026 contingent until we hear back from the Department of Health. 
Seconded by Supervisor Lembo
On the Vote: Supervisor Lembo- Aye
                    Councilman Hoppenstedt- Aye
                    Councilman Fazio- Aye
                    Councilman O’Flaherty- Aye
                    Councilman Castillo- Nay



· SIGN LAW
Councilman Fazio- The sign law that we were working on; signs on telephone poles, businesses advertised, etc. I started working with the building inspector and he came up with a good thing. It should be all signs including Political signs. We are trying to come up with a time frame when they could go up and when they have to be taken down. 
Supervisor Lembo- Well, as a rule, I mean, from what I've been told from being involved politically, and I guess it was an unwritten rule between both parties way back when, and I'm sure there's people in here that can correct me if I'm wrong, that it was always October 1st that the signs normally went up, and then they were taken down right after elections. So, I mean, if the board wants them up sooner than later, I mean, that doesn't really give you a lot of time. I mean, personally, I don't have a problem with them going up at the beginning of October, coming down after elections, but unless you guys have something different you'd want to add
Councilman Fazio- Well, we're trying to include it in the law because once we have a law and it's stated, right now it's unwritten.
Councilman Hoppenstedt- Yes, this is just an update and everything in today’s world should be written
Councilman Castillo- Right now it’s a gentlemen’s agreement
Councilman O’Flaherty- So you want to memorialize it in some type of law and then you'll have some sections of the law for political signs. 

Annette Laskowsky- Correction, that October 1st rule, unwritten rule was the big signs. There was no comment or date on small political signs as to when they would go up. The small ones go up September or whatever, but the big 4x8s, if you use them, would be up on October 1st.
Supervisor Lembo- I mean, personally, I don't see a problem with them all going up at the same time, so the town's not inundated with a lot of signs and people have to look at them forever, so to speak. And, you know, you put them up beginning of October, you take them down after Election Day as soon as you can. I mean, you're right, it's been an unwritten rule, but pretty much everybody's kind of adhered to it.
Annette- But that October 1st date that you had just mentioned was not for all signs. 
Councilman Castillo- But we’ll take your suggestion
Annette- It wasn’t a suggestion, just a fact that October 1st was for the big signs
Councilman Castillo- Yea but it’s a suggestion because it was never a law, we are doing the law now


REPORTS: 
· Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion to NOT read the monthly department reports and noted they are all available at the Town Clerk’s Office upon request. 
The following reports for the month of March 2026 were available. 
Plattekill Police Monthly Report
Dog Control Monthly Report 
Buildings & Grounds Monthly Report
Building Department Monthly Report
Assessor Report Monthly Report 
Recreation Report- NOT received 

Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the Vote: All Ayes

[bookmark: _Hlk108464838]

OLD BUSINESS:  
· Award Mowing Bid
Highway Superintendent memo. His recommendation, since we only had one bidder was to award it to Ruger Property maintenance for $485.00 per cut. 
Supervisor Lembo made a motion to accept the bid. 
Councilman Fazio- Isn’t it more than $480.00 per cut?
Councilman Castillo- Yes
Supervisor Lembo- With an additional $85.00 we charge for a section per cut if the middle section is not mowed by the soccer club. 
Councilman Fazio- Isn’t it like $825.00 or something, total I believe. 
Supervisor Lembo- Hold on, let me check this over. 

Supervisor Lembo- So the total is, you’re right, that’s everything all together. You’re right. $820.00. That is the total for the Town Hall, Police Station, Veterans Park & Cemeteries. So, its $820.00 a cut and then its an additional $125.00 for that section in the park if not mowed by the soccer club. So, we need a second. 
Seconded by Councilman Hoppenstedt
On the Vote: All Ayes

Councilman O’Flaherty- Last year, we ran into our, whoever we did, I don't know if it was the same company, but they went away.
And we got a higher cost. We need a schedule for this guy's vacation. Like when is he leaving? So, if we have our July 4th or whatever. I don’t want to pay extra to someone else. The bid is acceptable, but we need to know his schedule, so we're not scrambling like we were last year to get the lawn cut. 
Councilman Fazio- Well that should be part of his bid. If he leaves, it should be up to him to have someone cover the cut. Not us to pay extra. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- So either way, I want to just know that we're not going to be left high and dry paying extra fee to have the thing cut during a special cutting for an event. If he's our guy, we need to make sure it's covered. 
Supervisor Lembo- Well, then would you want to have that in the contract, signed?
Councilman O’Flaherty- Yeah, we need to have that. That was a big summer event, and we were left high and dry. ) And it's fine. The guy's entitled to go away. We just need to make sure we are covered. Should we ask Bob or should we ask the guy to specify? 
Councilman Hoppenstedt- You'd have to talk to this guy because you can't add it to the contract because he already bid on a contract. We can add to next year’s contract. 
Councilman Fazio- Well, maybe next year's contract, maybe we should look at someone who works for us cutting the grass. Because when they double every year, you know what? It's getting out of hand. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- That is a good idea. 




NEW BUSINESS 
Baseball Field Request- 
     The Town Board received a request from Vicor Nazario regarding renting out the field and fixing up the baseball field. 
Councilman Fazio said that he would like him here so we can look into it a little bit more. Would it be a contract like the Soccer Field?
Supervisor Lembo said that if our fields are going to be utilized that we should be making money off of it. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- At a minimum, it should cover the maintenance of it. 
Supervisor Lembo- And unfortunately, we have a 10-year soccer agreement with that league. We are not charging nearly enough for that. this is something we could discuss at the next meeting and think about it, and if you think it's something that the board wants to do, we should also come up with a number that we could actually maybe not make money but break even so we cover our expenses instead of losing money. Because, actually, they want to take it from a softball field and make it into a baseball field.
Councilman Fazio- Its different measurements. The height of the pitching mound, the infield cut. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- Are they going to add a fence? Foul poles? I think we should get this guy in here at next meeting and ask some questions. Does that encroach at all on the soccer field? 
Supervisor Lembo- It shouldn’t. 




PUBLIC INPUT: 
· Supervisor Lembo made a motion to open Public Input at 7:14PM.
Seconded by Councilman Hoppenstedt
On the vote: All Ayes



1. Annette Laskowsky- When you had mentioned that the Assistant Recreation Director has resigned, I was thinking the person in charge was the Director. When the Easter Egg Hunt came out, it said the PBA was doing it so I asked why did it switch over? I was told that the Director is the Town Board and the Assistant Director is really the one who runs the stuff and therefore we don’t have one. The bottom line is that the PBA did a really good job. 
Supervisor Lembo- Yes, they did
Annette- But it was unclear to me why they had switched and now I know it’s because the Assistant Director is really the one who runs things. I believe the PBA sponsored it out of the goodness of their hearts.
Councilman Hoppenstedt-  Even if we had a Recreation Director, I believe the PBA was going to be involved in it no matter what. I don’t know if SGT. Vasta can confirm that. 
SGT. Vasta- It was brought to our attention that it wasn’t going to get done when the resignation was turned in. So, we stepped up to the plate. I can’t answer if we are going to continue to do it. If there is a new director and they invite us and ask for help, I am sure we would assist. We don’t want to step on anybody’s toes. 
Annette- Bottom line, you did a good job. 

Councilman Fazio- There is a recreation director. We are not the Recreation Directors. There is a recreation director and there is an assistant recreation director. The Recreation Director basically, for the most part takes care of the summer camp. 
Supervisor Lembo- That is not what I was told, unless I misunderstood. 
Councilman Castillo- No it’s the Town Board
Supervisor Lembo- That is what I was told
Councilman Castillo- The camp has its own summer camp Director; she oversees the camp but the Director is there. So, it’s like the same title but its really different. She really runs it but she has to come to us for anything that she needs, we have to approve all of that. 
Councilman Fazio- But I’m saying her title is the Recreation Director, who runs the summer camp? 
Councilman Castillo- That is what I was always told, I never heard that she was an Assistant director. I always heard she was the Director, so I don’t know where the Assistant came in. So, all I know is that the person that were going to hire takes care of anything that’s running up there. But for renting of the park or anything, that goes through the Town Clerk. 
Supervisor Lembo- As far as I know, we advertised for the Assistant Recreation Director
Councilman Castillo- That's what we did. No, you're 100 percent right. But I know when Jen was here, Jennifer Salemo and I believe it was called the Director. And I know we went for Assistant because this way we have control over the expenditures. It wasn’t just them. So, no matter what, that person is going to be handling all this stuff, and it goes to us to make sure that everything is done properly. 
Supervisor Lembo-  Right, that's what I was told. But the lady, Patty, I'm not sure of her last name. Summer Camp Director.
Councilman Castillo- Right, she is the summer camp director
Supervisor Lembo- Correct. )And then the Town Board oversaw the program.
Councilman Castillo- Yes oversaw the Recreation Program. Easter, Plattekill Day, stuff like that so the new hire, she would be the Assistant Director. Before the title was Director, but I don’t know where that got changed. And it really is nothing because she’ll be the one to handle that. I’m not going to say nothing, it's just that we have more control  because at one point somebody hired a, before they even came to us, a Santa Claus because we used to have a volunteer, and they wanted to have the best Santa Claus, and they paid somebody, and then it caused a little bit of a problem, so now we call it Assistant Director because it's when we have more control of the budget.
Councilman O’Flaherty- Very good explanation 


Annette Laskowsky- Two things, I can’t hear your guys. I know you said tough luck but I can’t hear you. Second thing is, so who are you hiring? The person who does everything, or just the one who's doing Summer Camp?
Councilman Castillo- Everything
Supervisor Lembo- No, the person who does summer camp is separate from the Assistant Director. 
Annette- Ok, so you have somebody to run the Summer Camp? 
Supervisor Lembo- Yes
Annette- But you don’t have someone to run the Town activities? 
Supervisor Lembo- No because the previous lady resigned abruptly. We haven’t hired someone yet. 
Annette- So you have someone for camp and that is progressing because its almost time for school to be over with. And you know my theory on being concerned about the summer camp?
Supervisor Lembo- Okay, that is taken care of. 

2. Cathy Oncher- Mike, I know a few meetings ago, you talked about putting up no littering signs and today I notified, I don’t know who picked up all the garbage on New Unionville. Somebody has orange bags? 
Councilman O’Flaherty- County?
Cathy- Well it’s not a county road; it’s a Town Road. 
Councilman Castillo- Yeah, but they put in like a work study and they go out there and they clean roads. 
Supervisor Lembo- But isn’t it also the people that have to put in community service? 
Cathy- They did a great job, but if you do pass that putting out no littering, such a fine, please put one on New Unionville because it's chronic. I mean, somebody the other week, two bags of black, two big black bags of garbage just tossed on the side.
Supervisor Lembo- You've got to either catch them at the time, or if they have any information with their name or anything on it, you could open and find it, but if not, you know. I understand what you're saying.
Councilman O’Flaherty- We’ve got to empower the local police to be able to do that. We don’t have a law on the books. We have the empty threat of signs. 
Cathy- Are you going to eventually put up signs?
Supervisor Lembo- Well we do have signs, no littering but we really don’t have a law on the books to enforce it. 

3. Annette Laskowsky- So, I'm sorry, I'm back to YouTube and the camera. There is not going to be any meeting on YouTube for this week? I don't see a camera? 
Supervisor Lembo- No, we didn't set it up because Sarah's not here, and we didn't want to make it complicated for Kathy, so that's why we didn't set it up for tonight. And we're eventually going to get the laptop set up, too. So, we're working on that also, Annette. Unfortunately, it's taking a little longer than we anticipated, but we are working on it. 

4. Esther Coppolla- I don't understand what the final conclusion was in regard to the director. I thought we had a director, and as far as the camp goes, it's owned by someone other than the town, but it is coordinated by the town. Is that true, Willie?
Councilman Castillo- No, we have the assistant director, which is the director for the whole year for the different events, the tree lighting, all those things. 
Councilman Hoppenstedt- No, we were talking about the summer camp that the Town puts on for the kids at the Town Park. Not KOA campground? 
Councilman Castillo- Yes, it’s for the 6-week program that we for the kids up at the park. 

Esther- How far have we come in regard to the seniors' problem when we have a beautiful Plattekill day in the lower part and lots of food on the upper part, and I'm falling down the embankment and can't do both? 
Councilman Castillo- We are planning on getting a cart to take the people up and down when they are old. 
Esther- There is never enough parking for seniors. 
Councilman Castillo- We have the electric spots up on top of the hill but maybe we can look into putting some food on the bottom. This way we don’t have the up and down. Once we have the Assistant park director, we can look into it a little further. We also have a gator that we could use to take people up and down the hill. The walkway is being put in because Local 17 is supplying the labor. 
Esther Coppola- I would like a railing going down and going up the hill. You should have more parking. 
Councilman Castillo- We had Touch a Truck. As far as that lower lot down below, we usually have Touch a truck. Maybe we could put it on the upper, behind the pavilion that way we could have more parking below. 

Esther- You have handicap people and you have a lot of seniors that want to go. It was so well-done last year. Thank you to who did it. She did a wonderful job. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- The ramp that you're speaking to can certainly be designed and included into what we're planning for a bigger project, which is closer to the pavilion. I affectionately call it Willie's Walkway. But while we're doing concrete and making a ramp from that area that you're referring to, it's not a difficult thing. We can certainly plan it. It is not going to be ready this year. We’ve been planning the walkway for a while but we did have a lot of headway made last year. then in terms of materials, labor from the union, all of that has been graciously earmarked, right? And then the ramp that you're alluding to is not a huge add-on to the bigger project. So, I think that if and when this gets tee’d up, to include that is a very smart thing, with the railing closest to the building. 

5. Annette Laskowsky- How are the Handicap tables coming? 
Councilman Castillo- Don’t know. Don’t know because Dean was spearheading that. And I would have to talk to Bobby Wager and Dwight if they’re going to build something. Because purchasing is very, very expensive. Maybe if they are able to build it, we could have it done this year. 
Annette- Aren’t the tables at the park currently wood?
Councilman Castillo- Oh yeah, but they have seats. 
Annette- But if you added wood on as opposed to buying
Councilman Castillo- No it taking the wood off. You are going to minus the sitting space. We’ll look into it and ill let you know at the following meeting. 
Councilman Fazio- You would have to cut the seat out so somebody could roll up to the table
Councilman O’Flaherty- Those tables are so heavy, you would never be able to move them. They are not light. If we extend them, there is no way. 

Annette- He just said Music in the Park. Are you guys doing that this year? 
Supervisor Lembo- Yes, we are. 



Supervisor Lembo made a motion to CLOSE public input at 7:33PM
Seconded by Councilman Castillo
On the Vote: All Ayes 

Councilman Castillo- Can we go into executive session so we can get the park thing and other things straightened out before we continue? Unless you want to wait. 
Supervisor Lembo- Well, I figured we could finish the meeting this way we could get done with what we’ve got to get done because who knows how long were going to be in there. I don’t want to keep the audience waiting. 


TRANSFERS:            RESOLUTION #33
Supervisor Lembo made a motion to adopt Resolution #33. General Fund Budget Amendment. 
The Town Supervisor has requested a transfer in the amount of $7,620.00 from A.1990.400 Contingent to A.7110.400 and A.1620.400. This transfer is necessary to cover the cost of the mowing for the town facilities in the year 2026. 

Amending the General Fund Budget with a decrease of expense line A.1990.400 Contingent in the amount of $7,620.00 and an increase in expense line A.7110.400 Park Contractual in the amount of $3,980.00 and an increase in expense line A.1620.400 Buildings and Grounds in the amount of $3,640.00. 

Seconded by Councilman Hoppenstedt
On the Vote: All Ayes 



EXECUTIVE SESSION:  
Supervisor Lembo made a motion to ENTER into Executive Session at 7:43PM
Seconded by Councilman Hoppenstedt
On the Vote: All Ayes 

Supervisor Lembo said Personnel and resignations will be discussed. 

Supervisor Lembo made a motion to EXIT Executive Session at 8:11PM. 
Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the Vote: All Ayes


Councilman Castillo made a motion to appoint Linda Byrnes as the Assistant Recreation Director. 
Seconded by Councilman O’Flaherty
On the Vote: All Ayes 

Supervisor Lembo read a resignation from Tiffany Galligan, Secretary to the Supervisor effective April 23, 2026. 
Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion to accept the resignation. 
Seconded by Supervisor Lembo
On the Vote: All Ayes 

Supervisor Lembo read a resignation from Jennifer Weber, Bookkeeper effective April 24, 2026. 
Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion to accept the resignation. 
Seconded by Supervisor Lembo
On the Vote: All Ayes


Councilman O’Flaherty- One last thing for this meeting. Councilman O’Flaherty made a motion that We have, as a board, decided on special counsel which was a process where we had to essentially interview or discover if there was a bunch of attorneys that would be able to provide this service to us. 
We had to factor in, obviously, their abilities, their location, and then, some would say most importantly, the cost. With that, and in our due diligence, we've distilled it down to a firm that I would recommend that the board move forward with regarding special counsel. if you'd like, I will go forward with the name of the firm, the person, and then the hourly rate. Is that fair enough?

Supervisor Lembo said that he will recuse himself from the conversation and voting role. 

Councilman O’Flaherty- This, the firm that I would recommend based upon our, like I said, our due diligence and  interviewing process would be Rusk, Wadlin, Heppner, and Marticello. The attorney that I would like to retain for this, his name is Jason Kovacs. His fee is $200.00 per hour billed on an hourly basis. 
So as discussed with him, his hourly rate in writing would be $200, and then I would  look to engage him or follow up with him regarding this as expeditiously as possible, given the approval of the remaining four councilmen.  I will reach out to him tomorrow to establish a connection. 
Councilman Hoppenstedt seconded the motion. 
On the Vote: All Ayes		          Supervisor Lembo recused himself. 
Annette Laskowsky- Isn’t Tiffany Civil Service? How do you proceed now? 
Supervisor Lembo- I'm going to look for a new secretary and look for a new bookkeeper, but one civil service, one isn't. Civil service is working on it now.

VOUCHERS:

· Supervisor Lembo reviewed the Voucher Detail report Dated April 15, 2026 which includes:

The A-General Fund amount of	$76,123.98
[bookmark: _Hlk143079939]The DA-Highway Fund amount of	$15,444.09
The H1 Capital Projects  in the amount of ………………………$358.75
The SA- Clintondale Lighting in the amount of……………………. $1,059.97
The SB- Modena Lighting in the amount of ………………………. $1,972.57

For a grand total in the amount of                              $96,211.54


ADJOURNMENT: 
Supervisor Lembo made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:21PM
Seconded by Councilman Hoppenstedt 
On the Vote: All Ayes 







Respectfully submitted:
Sarah Nelson, Town Clerk 
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