


Town of PLATTEKILL
REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
May 6, 2026

Time – 7:00PM
SALUTE TO THE FLAG: 
ROLL CALL: 
The following Town Board Members were present:
	Supervisor Lembo
Councilman Fazio	
Councilman O’Flaherty
Councilman Castillo
            Councilman Hoppenstedt

PUBLIC HEARING:  NONE
MINUTES:
· [bookmark: _Hlk72778570][bookmark: _Hlk73645752][bookmark: _Hlk108464208]Councilman Castillo made a motion to NOT read the minutes from the April 15, 2026 Town Board Meeting
Seconded by Supervisor Lembo
On the vote: All Ayes

Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion to ACCEPT the minutes from the April 15, 2026 Town Board Meeting.
Seconded by Councilman O’Flaherty
On the Vote: All Ayes

ADDITIONS:
RESOLUTION #34 
Councilman O’Flaherty made a motion and read the resolution authorizing the retention of special counsel to enforce a certain money judgment today, May 6, 2026. Whereas the town of Platteville obtained a judgment in the Supreme Court in Ulster County entered on or about September 7, 2017. And whereas the judgment remains unsatisfied in whole or in substantial part. And whereas the town board finds that it is in the best interest of the town to take all appropriate legal steps to enforce and preserve said judgment. Including but not limited to renewal of the judgment pursuant to CPLR section code 5014, or 5014, I should say. And pursuant to enforcement remedies available under New York law. And whereas the town board further finds that special legal services are required to effectively pursue such enforcement remedies. Including but not limited to income executions, property executions, restraining notices, information subpoenas, and related post-judgment enforcement proceedings.
Now, therefore, be it resolved the town board hereby authorizes the retention of Jason J. Kovacs, Esquire, and special counsel to the town of Platteville for limited purposes enforcing a foresaid judgment.  And be it further resolved that such representation shall include but not limited to commencing and  prosecuting an action to renew the judgment pursuant to CPLR section code 5014. Preparing and issuing income executions pursuant to CPLR section code 5231. Utilizing any and all judgment enforcement mechanisms available under article 52 of the CPLR. Including restraining notices, levies, garnishes, and post-judgment discoveries. And taking other such actions as may be necessary for secure payment of the judgment. Be it further resolved that compensation for special counsel shall be on an hourly basis at a rate of $200 per hour. As agreed, upon by the town board and special counsel. Subject to any required audit approval of claims. And be it further resolved that the town supervisor or any member of the town board is hereby authorized to execute the retainer agreement consistent with the resolution. And be it further resolved that this resolution shall take effect immediately. They will discuss the files in question. 
Seconded by Councilman Hoppenstedt
On the Vote: All Ayes
                      Supervisor Lembo recused himself. 


REPORTS: NONE
PUBLIC INPUT: 
· Supervisor Lembo made a motion to open Public Input at 7:48 pm.
Seconded by Councilman Hoppenstedt

1. Sis Morse- Have you got the computers up and running?
Supervisor Lembo- Right now, we have our accountant linked into the computers if we need to access something until we get a bookkeeper. 
Sis- Did he bring back what was missing? 
Supervisor Lembo- No, but that is a whole other conversation. That did not happen. 

2. Annette Laskowsky- Esther mentioned earlier about the Veterans Committee and the banners. If you drive around town, you will notice that they are up. The guys have been doing double duty in as far as making sure everything is right, just trying to make everything work. 
Supervisor Lembo- Who decided on what poles the banenrs were supposed to go on? 
Sis Morse- Central Hudson gave them a list. 
Supervisor Lembo- I’ve gotten complaints that certain people were promised banners on certain poles and they are not on the polls that they wanted. 
Sis- Well if CH said they cannot go on certain poles. 
Supervisor Lembo- What is the difference between one pole or another?
Councilman Hoppenstedt- The owner of the poles. Some of them are owned by Verizon, some are owned by homeowners and some are owned by Central Hudson. 
Highway Superintendent, Bob Wager- We got a list of poles from Central Hudson, the Veterans committee received the list. Its very difficult because not all poles are allowed to have banners on them. They can look like perfectly good poles but from Dollar General to Tea Kettle Road, not one poles in on the list. There are a lot of poles that are way off the road. A lot of poles have trees in front of them. A lot of poles you just can’t access. So even though there are a lot of poles, not all poles are usable and not all poles are on the list. 
Supervisor Lembo said he didn’t know that when he was getting complaints. 
Annette- That was a miscommunication from the beginning. People thought they could tell the committee where they wanted it but we are limited. We have been trying to accommodate the best we can. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- How many banners are there in total?
Annette- I believe we are at 13 or 14. The committee is trying to do the best that they can, and just it's remarkable the amount of work and effort that was put into doing that.
Bob Wager- We don’t have a center of community. We don’t have a center of town. There is no hub. Also, with the banners, there's probably some poles on Route 32 between here and Plattekill that we can put them on, but at 55 miles an hour, you don't have to read them.
Annette- The way that it was understood in the beginning, after not exactly in front of people's houses, was it would come up, the banners would come up 4455 and down 32.
Councilman O’Flaherty- I think for the evolution of it, there has to be a central area, but that's way down the road. This is the first year that we're trying to figure out where to put the things, but you can evolve, as Bob was alluding to, into a more centralized space. However, if we're planning, evolving for the town center in the future, you know, we've got 13, sorry, 15, if you plan for space for these things in the future, it would look appropriate and it would look better. And we won't need permission from Central Hudson where to hang them.
Annette-  When they first came around Veterans Day, Bob, and I think Dwight, too, put them up at the park, at the Veterans Park. They were nice and low. They were visible. They looked great. Now they're on the poles and they're high and people can't necessarily read them or whatever, but that was not an option that the committee spoke of in the beginning, but maybe one that you guys would like to think about. Or people don't always go to the park, so they wouldn't see them. But everybody wants their banner where they want their banner. The guys were very accommodating. 
Supervisor Lembo- Well, if you can't put them on certain poles, then you're not going to be able to put them on certain poles. That's it. That's the bottom line. 
Bob Wager- There are options that other towns do similar to what we did originally at the veteran’s memorial. Some towns will put poles up specifically in the background and put six or eight of them on each pole. And that's a suggestion that could be done. You're not going to have it in front of your house or in your hamlet. And like you said, not everybody is going to go to the veteran’s memorial, but that is also a good place to be able to maintain them, service them in case there's wind. They're all in one location
3. Esther Coppola- I was just wondering if the board has done anything more since I was speaking about the concerns of handicapped, elderly with respect to access specific areas at the Town Park, food at the top, parking cars, big stones to walk down, or Plattekill Day. You said that you were going to talk on that subject, get together and talk on it. So, what is the progress at this moment?
Councilman O’Flaherty- We really haven't discussed that much further than when you brought it up. I mean, we made the suggestion of the transport that night, but we haven't structured any logistics there other than that. We aren’t ignoring it. 
Councilman Castillo made a motion that we call up the rental company to find out what it would cost to have a golf cart or one of those longer ones to transport back and forth. Something to transport the seniors up and down the hill. 
Supervisor Lembo seconded Councilman Castillo’s motion 
Esther- Plattekill Day is going to come no matter what and I would really like to see something done. I’ve asked this for a long, long time. 
Councilman Castillo- We were talking about having some sort of black top or something to go from the hill down. 
Highway Superintendent- We can grade it up with some Item 4. We can make it better than it was. It can’t be asphalt, that will be a slip hazard. 

Supervisor Lembo made a motion to CLOSE public input at 8:04PM
Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the Vote: All Ayes 



OLD BUSINESS:  
· Walden Playboy- Mike Bealieu, President
Our first race was approved a few meetings ago. Upon that meeting we provided the camping permit to you guys. We did provide that to you before the event. So, I'm here today to ask you guys to approve the remainder of the schedule. We did everything we possibly could to do everything as required. It was a good event.

Councilman Castillo- Question? On the amount of people that are camping, it's staying to 47 overnight camping spots? 
Mike B- To me, honestly, it's a little confusing, when I received the permit this year, it said “47” on it. All years prior it said “105”. So, this year, for some reason, it changed to “47”. I don't know how or why. 
Councilman Castillo-  Wasn't that the judgment from the court?
Mike B- It's possible. It's very confusing on the wording on it. I've always just noticed what it said on the health department. All the way back to 2022, it all says 105. And then this year I received it, for some reason, it says 47 on it. I'm going to look further into that with the health department to see what the original agreement was with the health department and how we got to change things, if need be, according to our agreement.
Councilman Castillo- Right. So, did the health department give you a number or what was approved as far as what you have? 
Mike B- On the current permit that I received from them for this year, it says 47.
Councilman Castillo- That's all that counts right now. If you're going up to anything else, it's the Board of Health and the town. 
Councilman Fazio- Wasn't there two different numbers? Wasn't there for overnight camping and then parking?
Mike B-  Correct. But the wording on our site plan, it is confusing. I don't know which is which. I'm just saying it is a little confusing. And then also with our permits from the county saying 105, that also, it extends the confusion. 
Councilman Castillo- So we're going to stay with the lower number at this point. 
Mike B- Yes.

Supervisor Lembo- I'll make a motion then to grant them their yearly permit.
Councilman Hoppenstedt- Second. 
On the vote- All Ayes
Councilman Fazio- We should really get confirmation on the exact number. The 45 overnight spots is great. 
Councilman Hoppenstedt- He said he's going to stick with that low number until he gets a confirmation.
Mike B-  I'm going to talk to the Health Department because we really need to know what's what on both ends. I mean, you guys know, I want to know on my end because I get tricky numbers. So, when I contact the Health Department, I will gladly come back to the next meeting and let you know what I came up with and stuff like that. We want to do the right thing, and I'm going to continue to do the right thing. 
Councilman Hoppenstedt- If the number changes, just come back. 

· Link well Electric Charging Port
Supervisor Lembo said that Link well asked if they needed a building permit and they would like, if possible, to waive the fees. I told them they do need the building permit to install the, I guess, the pedestal. And they're also going to need an electrical permit to install the electric, which they should fill out the paperwork and do it simultaneously. How does the board feel about waiving the permit fees. 
Councilman Castillo- Well, it's being done with no cost to us at this present time. So as long as they get their fees, as long as they get their permits to do everything, I have no problem waiving it. 
Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion that we waive the fee for the permits. 
Seconded by Councilman O’Flaherty
On the Vote: All Ayes
                     Nay- Councilman Fazio- We have to send our building inspectors to check on the progress. 

· Cyber Security & Training
Councilman Fazio- We all get emails regarding cyber security that is mandated for the Town. After taking the course yesterday, it’s a good thing. It went through a lot of stuff because you could click on one wrong thing and mess up the whole system for the town. And then we also have the training for sexual harassment, workplace violence. We should make sure everybody's on that.
Supervisor Lembo- Correct
Councilman O’Flaherty- Training cyber security, all the regulatory requirements, that stuff. Should we set, do we have a list of who did and who didn't yet? We should get that list and then just create a deadline to get this stuff done. 
Councilman Fazio- Yes. Remember we talked about a deadline a few months ago? 
councilman O’Flaherty-  Yes. We get a list of who, what the requirements are, and then we can email them and tell them you got until August. 
Councilman Fazio- Well, zoning and planning, we will get a list from Liz. That's easy to do because she keeps track of it. The Supervisors clerk used to keep the other list, so whoever has access to that folder, I guess that would be there. Then we got to set up a deadline to get it done this year so it's done this year.
Councilman O’Flaherty- And we're not chasing it continuously. So, what do you want to do as far as setting up a date then? 
Councilman Fazio- We got to figure out how many people are in arrears on the training. I will start on part of the list with Liz tomorrow because that's easy to get. The list for everyone else, I guess we'll have to figure out who has that folder. We can get it ready for the next meeting.


· Sign Law & Littering Law-  
Councilman Fazio said that the Building Inspector, Bill did some research, we looked up other towns and its not just signs on telephone poles and whatnot. It’s on the right of ways, county roads, state roads and town roads. So, he wants to make sure, working with me, he wants to make sure everything’s done right. And I’m sure we’ll bring the highway Superintendent in for some of his input, where signs go and where they shouldn’t go. And the littering law, it's actually much more than just papers on the side of the road, which Bill printed out the law from the town of Lloyd. So, we will look over that. And try and incorporate some of that. 


· Speed Reduction- Plattekill Elementary 
Supervisor Lembo- The speed limit reduction at Platteville Elementary School, we haven't heard back from DOT.  So, I don't know what you guys think should be the next step. Send another letter. I don't know what else.  
Councilman Fazio- Because the last letter you sent out was, like, it was over a month ago, right? 
Supervisor Lembo- March.
Councilman Castillo-  The police had, I believe, two weeks ago, you had your sign. So, if you had the updated reports on that, that this way we could send it to DOT. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- Is it not common for them to return calls? This seems like a safety request. And we're chasing them for it.
Councilman Castillo- Yeah, all the time.
Supervisor Lembo- I mean, a lot of those agencies don't react too quickly, that's for sure. Councilman O’Flaherty- So you got to get hit by a bus before they reduce the speed. 


· Updated Building Department Codes-  Set a Public Hearing
Local Law 
Supervisor Lembo made a motion that we set up a PUBLIC HEARING for the building department codes on May 20, 2026. 
Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the Vote: All Ayes 



NEW BUSINESS 
· Justice Court Memo
Supervisor Lembo said the Justice Court requesting the need for a replacement special traffic court for Vehicle & Traffic court. There is a conflict of interest with the current prosecutor. He needs to recuse himself and at the next court date. They are asking for our approval to allow Robert Zacchio to be allowed. 

Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion to allow the replacement request. 
Seconded by Supervisor Lembo
On the Vote: All Ayes

· 284 Agreement
Highway Superintendent, Robert Wager- We have three major projects for this year. We're looking to pave all of Freetown Highway, do some milling on the road, and complete paving, 3.1 miles. Huckleberry Turnpike, 1.2 miles. And New Unionville, three-quarters of a mile. So, with that, combined with the funds from the DA 5110.4 this year's contractual account, it's going to be about a $955,000 expenditure. We're going to have to move $560,000 from the highway unassigned fund balance to make that happen. We have the funds, so there's no issue with the funding. The 284 agreement is just the transparency of the highway department. The highway's going to have to let the board know what projects we have planned. That'll also leave us with $275,000 in our general return line for everything else that we do. So that's where we're at. I need the majority of the board to understand it and acknowledge it. There's a spot for you folks to sign, that I signed it. Now we'll sign it afterwards and we'll send it up to the county.

Supervisor Lembo made a motion to approve the 284 Agreement. 
Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the Vote: All Ayes 


· Highway Purchase- Bucket Truck
Highway Superintendent- So we know that in order to trim trees, we used to use a cage in the front bucket of the backhoe. That's probably not a great way to do it anymore. So given the times, there are trucks available off the Onondaga County bid. We expect it more like a forestry truck. It's got a cap protector on it, a 40-foot boat, and its hydraulics up to the basket to run the hydraulic saws. Van Bortel Ford S550 chassis, non-insulated bucket. We're not going to be working on wires. Off the Onondaga County bid, the cost would be $209,404.54 and that's about six months to a year out from being built. We also designed it. It's got outriggers for safety. It's got a flatbed instead of a bunch of cabinets that rust and rot in the future. So, we kept it pretty simple. Aluminum flatbed on a cabin chassis with a 40-foot boom. It'll reach out to about 30 feet off to the side with the outrigger legs. Most of our work is off to the side, not directly overhead.
Councilman Fazio- What engine, Bob? Gas or diesel? 
Bob Wager-  Gas.
Supervisor Lembo- And it's going to be four-wheel drive?
Bob Wager- Yes, four-wheel drive, gas engine and off the Onondaga County bid, that would be a transfer also from the unassigned fund balance. We spent a lot of money in contractors the last couple years doing what we can do in-house.

Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion to purchase the bucket truck. 
Seconded by Councilman Castillo
On the Vote: All Ayes 


· Peddler’s Permit- Marco’s Taco Truck
Supervisor Lembo said he has everything in order including permits, insurance and inspection by Building Department. 

Supervisor Lembo made a motion to grant the Peddlers Permit. 
Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the Vote: All Ayes


· Yearly Junkyard Permit
SCRAMS & Byrnes Junkyard
Supervisor Lembo said they are all paid and up to date on inspections. 
Supervisor Lembo made a motion to grant their junkyard permits
Seconded by Councilman Castillo
On the Vote: All Ayes 





· Letter from Resident- Food Truck at Town Park
Resident said there is a lack of food, people have to leave to get food and drinks
Councilman Castillo asked Highway Superintendent how he would feel about vendors serving food at the park? 
Councilman O’Flaherty said we wouldn’t use the pavilion as a stand along facility? You are talking about a separate food truck that shows up to sell concessions. 
Would you have that vendor purchase a peddlers permit through us to have access to do that? They’re suggesting this due to the volume of the people on the weekends, this could possibly make sense. 
Councilman Castillo- Someone would have to come in and ask to have a truck there. 

Annette Laskowsky- Would that also include things like music in the park during the summer?
Councilman Castillo- Modena Fire Department handles concession those nights. 


· Memorial Day Parade- BAND
Sis Morse said the Bookkeeper writes a check from the Veterans Memorial Fund that goes to the band. Carol Peets already submitted the paperwork. 

Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion to approve the band and issue the Veterans Committee the check. 
Seconded by Councilman O’Flaherty
On the Vote: All Ayes

Sis Morse asked if anyone saw the pedestal and the microphones for the day of the parade? 
Councilman Fazio said we have our own podium. 
Councilman Castillo said the sound system is in the back closet, that is what we used last year. Its battery operated. 
Esther Coppola asked if Councilman Castillo will provide the transportation to get it up there and set it up? 
Councilman Castillo- Yes

Sis Morse- July 18 is also the Veterans Lunch at the New Paltz Elks. The rotary is not partnering with us this year. The Elks will do the cooking; all the salads and stuff will be donated and made for that day. I expect the Town Board will help us service that day. 


· Summer Camp- Bus Contact with New Paltz School District
Councilman Fazio said they changed the contract a little bit. They were paying for the drivers separately, now its mileage. 

Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion that the Town Supervisor and Town Clerk sign the contract with New Paltz School District for the Summer Camp transportation. 
Seconded by Councilman Fazio			On the Vote: All Ayes
Citizen of the Year Committee
Annette Laskowsky- Last year there was a question about the criteria. So, we decided to meet in the spring. And the result of our meeting is just to fill you in on the reason for the initial thing is the criteria for no elected officials. What they added to make it more specific is no publicly elected officials, school board members, fire commissioner members, things like that. It's all the same. There's basically no difference, but we just clarified it. Then we proceeded to discuss having a second award for a youth of the year award for seven, excuse me, 11- to 17-year-olds. They would promote it through the schools, through scouts, social media, etc. So, if that's to happen, we would need your permission. Jamie Anson was going to be here, but unfortunately, she couldn't be. She would have a very nice presentation for you. But that's what we're looking to do. 
Now, with that comes money, because what the citizen of the year gets is a plaque given to them. But also, if you notice in the hallway, there is a plaque, the plates of the people's names, the recipients. That is filled as of 2023. So regardless, you would still need to have a new citizen of the year plaque. And then if you decided to go with the youth of the year, we would have to buy a plaque.  And Dwight was very kind to give us some pricing. A plaque would cost, with 24 plates on it, would be approximately $270. Perpetual plaque engraved, that's the top of the plaque, would be $100.  And then the header engraving would be $25, coming up to $395.
Now, we're definitely going to need one for citizen of the year. And if you decide to go with the youth of the year, that would double it.  
Councilman Castillo- Is Twenty-four plates is 24 years?
Annette- Not necessarily, because sometimes there's two. Once you actually have three recipients. 
Esther Coppola- I feel this is for adults. I think that what we were trying to do was created a real Plattekill Community. Originally it was said that this is plaques for little people that do a lot of little things and they are never recognized. I prefer it to stay that way. Basically, because many in the age range that she said, you do have scouts and other programs, school programs and you get different plaques, if you are playing baseball, there is a lot. ) And I prefer to see it remain for the people in the community, because you on the town board should be building the community. And the school system is part of the community, even though it may not be located here except in Plattekill. So, I prefer to be for adults that do these little things, that take people to the doctors, and make sure Henrietta isn't starving even though she's 94, and things like that. 
This was originated by her mother (Town Clerk, Sarah) 
Sis Morse- I agree Esther
Kathie Beinkafner- I agree with Esther, Citizen of the Year should be limited to adults. 
Annette- What they would like to do is bring nominations more into the 21st century. The committee would like to create an email, website, create fillable forms. We would still have paper applications. We are looking for permission to be able to link the Citizen of the year committee page to the Town Website. They just want more promotion to get more nominations. 
Dwight Doughtery- I don’t know if they necessarily wanted the social media, but wanted something online where they can generate a form. Something like a QR Code. They are just trying to use technology to be able to nominate somebody in the community. None of the rules would change. We are just trying to use some electronics to get the nominations to happen. 

Councilman Castillo made a motion to get a new plaque as suggested for the Citizen of the Year. 
Seconded by Supervisor Lembo			On the Vote: All Ayes
Councilman O’Flaherty asked if we are doing for the kids 11-17 years old?
Councilman Castillo- No. Only for the usual Citizen of the Year bracket. One plaque was my motion. 
Annette- Are you going to hold off on the youth?
Councilman Castillo- No. At this time, it wouldn’t be in the budget at this time? Maybe we can look into it for next year. We would like to keep it for the adult age group at this time? 

· Interviews
Bookkeeper interviews are Thursday, May 14 starting at 5:15PM. 
Supervisor Clerk is May 7 at 5:45PM. 






TRANSFERS: NONE
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
Supervisor Lembo made a motion to ENTER into Executive Session at 8:40PM to discuss the Police Car. 
Councilman Hoppenstedt asked to invite the Police into executive session?
Supervisor Lembo said yes. 
Seconded by Councilman O’Flaherty
On the Vote: All Ayes



Supervisor Lembo made a motion to EXIT Executive Session at 8:50PM. 
No decisions made
Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the Vote: All Ayes


VOUCHERS:

· Supervisor Lembo reviewed the Voucher Detail report Dated May 6, 2026 which includes:

The A-General Fund amount of	……….… $77,178.12
[bookmark: _Hlk143079939]The DA-Highway Fund amount of	$118,539.76
The H4- Misc Supplies in the amount ………………………………..$6,415.00
The H1 BAN Bridge NY in the amount of …………………………$4,328.78

For a grand total in the amount of                           $206,461.66

Supervisor Lembo made a motion to accept the vouchers, recognizing that the Audit Committee has reviewed the claims and found them acceptable for payment. 
Seconded by Councilman O’Flaherty
On the vote: All Ayes

ADJOURNMENT: 
Supervisor Lembo made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:51PM
Seconded by councilman Hoppenstedt
On the Vote: All Ayes 
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