TOWN OF PLATTEKILL
REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
June 17, 2026


Time – 7:00PM
SALUTE TO THE FLAG: 
ROLL CALL: 
The following Town Board Members were present:
	Supervisor Lembo
Councilman Fazio	
Councilman O’Flaherty
Councilman Castillo
            Councilman Hoppenstedt

POLICE DEPT. SWEARING IN CEREMONY
Police Chief Lopez introduced the 4 officers that will be sworn in tonight. 
           Adan Aldarondo
           Joshua Kurz
           Tyler McCluskey
           Christopher Curnan
Chief Lopez said that after swearing in, they will go onto phase II of the Police academy and then once that is complete, they will be required to ride with a field training officer for a minimum of 160 hours. 
Oath was given and then badges were presented to the new officers. 


PUBLIC HEARING:  
· Local Law #1/2026- Update to Local Law #1/2007. Building Department Codes
Supervisor Lembo- Before we open it, personally, I really didn't have a chance to review what the lawyer sent  back because we just got it back last night. So I'm not going to really comment it now, but I will open the floor for public comment and the board can look at it.
Supervisor Lembo made a motion to OPEN the Public Hearing at 7:15PM
Seconded by Councilman Hoppenstedt			On the Vote: All Ayes

Councilman O’Flaherty- My question to this and clarifying is that this is just updates from the 2007 law to current 2026?
Building Inspector, Bill Johosky is introduced for the Public Hearing
Bill-  Basically, what we're trying to do with the amendment of the law is to bring us up into the 2025 codes, which just took effect in January. Basically, it just outlines what definitions are, what operating permits are needed, allowing for remote inspections. And one of the biggest changes is it gives us; we have to give a monthly report to the town board where the code that's written in 07 said a yearly report. Those are basically the changes that are in the statutory language for the code written by New York City. As I read through it, it’s kind of just seemed as if that was just the update, and then you have this supporting information.

1. Judy Mayle- Who drafted this particular law? 
Bill- New York State, It’s their model law. 
Judy- New York State drafted this one? 
Bill- These are just the amendment for it. 
Judy- I guess my question is, who drafted this document? 
Supervisor Lembo- The Town attorney just redrafted this. 
Judy- So this is what was redrafted from what was initially submitted by the building department? And when did you receive this document? 
Supervisor Lembo- I received it yesterday, I believe. That is when it came in, yesterday afternoon. 
Judy- And when did you publish this for public hearing? 
Supervisor Lembo- Was it, I believe, the last meeting we had, or was it the last meeting or the meeting before that?
Judy- So this document was only available pretty much today for the public to take a look at?
Supervisor Lembo- Correct
Judy- Well ill start with Page 1. I'm wondering why are we now defining assembly areas? And we have education in there? Are we requiring for our school districts that they now need to have an operating permit?
Bill- Assembly areas now require an operating permit from New York State.
Judy- So under assembly area, you have a gathering of 50 or more. And you're now extending it to amusement, athletic, entertainment, social, recreational functions, patriotic, political, civic, education, religious functions, food, drink consumption, transportation, or similar purposes. So, I'm wondering with the extensive list of types of assembly,  if I have a party or a wedding in my backyard of 50 individuals, is that now going to trigger an operating permit from the town?
Bill- No, because the primary function is not to have that gathering.
Judy- So it only has to be a primarily use? So, you've defined that somewhere?
Bill- Correct, it’s right in the, right under assembly area, that it's primarily used or intended to be used as a gathering of 50 or more. 
Judy- So what about the school? Plattekill Elementary has an auditorium. Are we now requiring that to have an operating permit? So, you don't particularly identify that they're exempt from that in this definition? 
Bill- They are done by the Department of Education. It is in the New York State Property Maintenance Code that they are exempt from. They're not technically exempt from it. They have to actually submit their report to the building department.
Judy- Okay, so my question is, are we requiring operating permits from the Platteville Elementary School? 
Bill- They get those through the Department of Education.
Judy- But you're not identifying that in your law?
Bill- They get those, New York State identifies that through the building codes. 
Judy- The same way with religious functions, are we now requiring churches for Sunday or Saturday services to get operating permits? 
Bill- Churches have always had a fire safety inspection, which would generate an operating permit, yes.
Judy- So if I go to a fire district and I ask the Platteville Fire District to produce its operating permit, it could do that?
Bill- It would produce a fire safety permit. The operating permit was the 2020 Code change. The 2020 code change was when operating permits first came about. Our laws from the previous only went to 2007. They never updated for an operating permit. 
Judy- Well that's not exactly accurate because your premise, the purpose of the current law, says the building and fire codes for the state of New York, the energy and uniform codes for the state of New York, as they exist and as they are updated. So, it's all encompassing. So that's not actually accurate. It is updated. But I'd like to know, is the building department currently issuing operating permits for churches?
Bill- For the assembly areas. 
Judy- Okay, so every church in this community has an operating permit?
Bill- Yes, and we also waive the fees for them. Those would be in our building department records under the fire safety program. As well as waiving the fees for volunteer fire departments. 
Judy- Under codes, uniform code and energy code, this is a new definition that you've proposed. Currently under our current code, we have three definitions of uniform code.  I don't know if you're aware of that. It's called the uniform code, the town of Plattekill. Uniform code, the town of Plattekill, town board. And uniform code, the New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code, is currently in effect and is hereafter amended from time to time. We also do define the uniform code and the energy code in our current law. 
Bill- The uniform code is the building code of New York State. And all encompassing including the energy code, the residential code, the building code,  the fire code, and the mechanical code, the plumbing code, and the electrical code. 
Judy- So again, we currently define in the law the uniform code, the energy code separately. We have three other definitions for uniform code. One being the town of Plattekill, town board. And again, the uniform, the New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code is currently in effect and is hereafter amended from time to time. So, we already have that language. So, I'm not quite sure why we're proposing this new definition that says codes includes a uniform code and an energy code. And we already have separate definitions for them in the law. I'm just adding another definition in there and making it a little more confusing. I recommend you clean up the code definition that you have now. And not add another code. 
Bill- Well, that’s why this is not adding. Its amending the law to read the uniform code and energy code. 
Judy- You're adding a new definition, the uniform code and energy code,  to what you already currently have defined in your law. Your current law does define uniform code.  It does define energy code. And it gives you actually three definitions of uniform code. So, it would be better, instead of just adding another definition and making it more confusing, just clean up what you have. I was wondering why we're defining hazardous production materials.
Bill- Because New York State put that in the model code to define what a hazardous material is. We didn't have anything for hazardous material.  
Judy- You do have hazardous materials. And this hazardous material goes to semiconductor manufacturing. And it's used in research laboratory or production process. It doesn't really cover all the types of hazardous materials that you might have.  Does the town have a proposal for a semiconductor manufacturing facility in the town?
Bill- Not that I know of. 
Judy- I mean, if you need a hazardous materials definition, it might be something that you might reconsider.  It would be more appropriate to just general hazardous material rather than specific to semiconductors. 

Councilman Castilllo-  Bill, aren't we just trying to update ours with the state code? Because they make the laws and we try to follow it like any other municipality?
Bill- That is correct, sir. 
Councilman Castillo- So I don't understand why, Ms. Mayle, you wanted to dissect this when we have a code enforcer that is trained to try to do this  and bring this up to date with the codes. It seems that you do represent other people that are suing this town. And I believe that you should be listening to this because it's a conflict of interest when you're trying to break things down and destroy it. We are trying to go with 2026 with the state. 
Judy Mayle- Mr. Castillo, I am here as a resident. 
Councilman Castillo- As a resident, not as a lawyer, right. Not as a lawyer?
Supervisor Lembo- Calm down Willie, Willie calm down. 
Councilman Castillo- I am not yelling; I am asking questions. 
Judy Mayle- If it is the choice of this town board that only certain people in our community can make comments and review laws, then let me know.
Supervisor Lembo- No that is not so. 
Councilman Castillo- We hire him, that's why he's here trying to explain it, not to destroy it. He's trying to explain what the state is requiring of the town.
Judy- And I am also bringing to your attention what I think are areas of redundancy in here, there's areas where you left things out in the code that are currently in the code, so I'm trying to go through that. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- May I ask just one question back?  So just in the area of Building Permits 32-4, Subsection D, Application of Permits, there are references in that same area, the Uniform Code and Energy Code. Is that not the same reference to the Uniform Code and Energy Code that we're updating in 2026? 
Judy- No
Councilman O’Flaherty- So that was applicable to that Energy Code and Uniform Code in 2007, we'll call it. Just for argument's sake. And now we're just saying we're going to update and amend to the new 2025 Uniform Code and Energy Code. It doesn't seem redundant, it just seems like we're applying the new standard that New York State has put out there. So maybe we should question New York State? If we're just trying to comply, that's my question. 
Judy- So you're not complying, you're adding a definition in there saying Code in our law means Uniform and Energy Code. That's what you're saying in that definition. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- Under Codes?
Judy- Right, you currently in your law, if you have your local law in front of you, in your law on 32-2 definitions, you define Energy Code. And it says the State Energy Conservation Construction Code as currently in effect and as here and after amended from time to time. 
Bill- Right, where this new definition of code would remove the Energy Code. And it would cover whatever codes it spells out. 
Judy- Your local law says we are adding the following terms and definitions. You're not removing, you're adding to. what I'm just pointing out to you that you already have in your code a definition for Uniform Code, a definition for Energy Code. And now you're adding another definition on top of that.
Councilman O’Flaherty-  So would you suggest that we remove in language saying  removing the 2007 Uniform Codes and Energy Code? Is that what your suggestion is? Whatever this is referencing, because this was somehow not referencing any specifics, nor was there any conflict to the reference of Uniform Code or Energy Code. So, I'm wondering how, in what language, do I reference Uniform Code and or Energy Code to remove it, to clarify it for Uniform Code and Energy Code 2025?  That's all, if we can remedy that, is the law good?
Judy- You don't need to remedy it. Your code already takes into account what happened back when it was first adopted in the 1980s. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- So you're saying it's a moving mosaic of it always perpetuates the adaptation of the Uniform Code and Energy Code? It always references that. So, the only thing I would say to that is we would have to  reference that to the town attorney. If that is something that we're debating. 
Judy- That is correct. 
Councilman Castillo- We could take that suggestion in hand, send it back to the attorney, get his recommendation and go by that. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- Because what I'm curious is that the building code in 2007, right? That was not the first time we did this. 
Judy- No, and at that time, you didn’t need to update the entire code. There were only certain changes that were made in there. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- I know, but you're saying it's a perpetual adaptation of what's out there by New York State. And we are only just referring to it. And you are saying we are adding to the. I get it, yup. 
Judy- Let me just say one example, when you come in to see Bill, say an engineer who used the wrong code. He didn’t use the 2025 code. Well, you haven’t adopted this law. But Bill has to enforce the 2025 codes because it is part of NYS under its Uniform and Fire Prevention Code. So, it is a perpetual law. It says in your own law, as it was adopted and as it is repeatedly amended. So, as it changed, the building department has to enforce that code. So, they have to always be aware of what the new changes are.
Councilman O’Flaherty- So by memorializing it and just amending the code to change the year to reflect the year, that's problematic? 
Judy- Actually, I would note that you have a definition of PMCNYS and you identify it as the 2020 Property Maintenance Code. It actually is the 2025 Property Maintenance Code. 
Bill- I would defer that because this paper was actually written in 2025, it was before the code changes and the code changed in January. It changed January 1st. And the only part that is still in litigation is the all-electric building for residential. 
Judy- That is correct. And all of these definitions that you're adding are not all of the definitions that currently exist in the Uniform Code. There are a lot more definitions that you didn't include. You don't have to include them all. You're just giving further definition into your own local law.  Mobile food preparation vehicles. Do you have any kind of regulations on mobile food preparation vehicles? And I think that's what you're doing now. You're giving out permits to people  who have food trucks or whatever out on the road  through the town board.
Bill- I issue an operating permit after an inspection. That is your food trucks. 
Judy- The PMCNYS, again,  that's the 2025 Rapid Maintenance Code. The same way with the RCNYS, that's the 2025 Residential Code. 
Bill- That is the residential code. 
Judy- I was wondering why the rest of the ones were not included. Why did we just single out those two? 
Bill- You'd have to reflect to me where you're questioning. Because it might refer to the specific code in the Building Code, the Residential Code, or the Property Maintenance Code. The code books are thousands of pages long. 
Judy- There's an acronym there of FCNYS, but it's not the code.
Bill- It's the Fire Code of New York State. Maybe instead of just putting the acronym in there, maybe we put the words in there so it's for our anti-definition.
Supervisor Lembo- Do you have any more questions? 
Judy- Just a little bit more on the mobile food preparation vehicles. It refers to the permitting requirements for mobile food preparation vehicles. Where are those permitting requirements? 
Bill- The permitting requirements would be  when you have an operating permit  under the Fire Safety Program. It allows us to give an operating permit to the food truck.
Judy- We have construction or installation of one-story detached structures associated with one- or two-family dwellings or multiple single-family dwellings. 
Bill- For toolsheds, playhouses, or similar use with a gross floor area does not exceed 144 square feet. 
Judy- what is a multiple single-family dwelling. We define single-family, two-family, and multi-family. And we define townhouses. But a townhouse could be a single-family or a building that is a row. It could also be two. You're defining here, though, townhouses as multiple single-family dwellings. Multiple single-family dwellings. But we don't have that defined in our current code. That’s now how townhouses are defined. 
Bill- Townhouses are defined as a group of houses, possibly two or more stories tall. Referencing single families in each dwelling. 
Judy- It says a townhouse is a dwelling, single-family attached. Townhouses, group or row. A building containing dwelling units, each of which has primary ground floor access to the outside and having a common or party wall separating dwellings. It could be condos. 
Bill- No.  A lot of condominiums have inner stairwells. If you had a stairwell, that would be your apartment building or condo. It wouldn't be a townhouse. 
Judy- Page 3, It says it allowed portable structures of less than 144 square feet inside which are unoccupied and intended for storage. 
Bill-  Right, because it allows businesses to have the little portable garages.  In other words, exemption number one is  basically for playgrounds at a house. It's basically for playgrounds at a house or a small shed,  144 square feet or less. Intended for storage. 
Judy- So businesses can’t have something of less than 144 square feet. 
Bill- No, the exemption is they don’t need a building code. They don’t need a building permit. That is where the exemption comes from. As of right now, we would require it. 
Judy- No, because right now you have portable structures of less than 144 square feet in size which are unoccupied and intended for storage. 
Bill- Is that in our new code or the old code? 
Judy- That's in your current code. So, I'm just wondering did you want to also put the same restrictions for the  portable as you did on the other ones for 144 square feet? So, you restricted the 144 square feet for townhouses?
Bill- We are not restricting. This is what is exempt from a building permit. 
Judy- Correct. You exempted those. This for portable is exempt for anybody regardless of the type of housing they're in? So, why are we distinguishing between the two?  Why isn't it more consistent? 
Bill- Because, unfortunately for me, that's what New York State wrote in the model code. That is their New York State model code that they gave  with just the town changed and the names of Plattekill changed. That is their model code that you can print off of the Department of State's website. That is what I had submitted was the original model law  from New York State.
Judy-  But if this is the model law from New York State, you've included other exemptions here that are not included.
Bill- I did not include this. This was written by the lawyer on what I had submitted. You have what I had submitted. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- You said #12, portable structures is not included in this one? What about the one we’re referring to? 
Judy- That exists in our current code?
Bill- You are referring to the current code or the amended code? 
Judy- You said that this was the update from the state for the code, right? From NYS. So, it's clear that we've made modifications to the model code and we can make modifications to the model code. Or else you wouldn't have all this stuff in here. So, my question is, number 1, you limit the 144 square feet to those types of homes, but in number 12, you don’t have that same limitation. Is that an intentional thing? You have a waiver here. For one-story detached family homes, two-family dwellings, or multiple single-family dwellings,  whatever those are. Not to exceed 144 square feet for a tooled storage shed, playhouse, or similar use. But in number 12, you have portable structures of less than 144 square feet do not have to get a building permit,  which are unoccupied and intended for storage. There's no such limitation in terms of anybody doesn't have to get the building permit. Whereas the first one, we only give that exemption to single-family,  two-family, and townhouses. This one goes to anyone. Is there a reason why? 
Bill- I think New York State's intent on the law was not to have a playhouse for a liquor store. But a liquor store  could have a portable shed. A portable structure intended for storage could be given to anybody under 144 square feet.  A business would require a building permit. Multiple families are covered under number one, if I'm not mistaken. One or two-family dwellings, or multiple single-family dwellings. They wouldn't allow, let's say, an apartment complex. That's a multiple dwelling, three or more. Basically, what I assume that New York State is trying to do is a one or two-family dwelling would be privately owned, and a townhouse could be privately owned. A condo, yes, could be privately owned, but it's mostly an association  who holds the grounds. 
Judy- This number 12 though is not in your draft local law, that came from the state proposed. I just noticed, under number 10 for the repairs, there was a lot more language that was included in our current clause and explanation. Were you just  trying to refine or reduce? Number 10, section 2.  I found, though, the language is a lot more extensive in the explanation. This is pared down a lot. Was there a reason for paring it down? Because, for example, we have the removal or cutting away of a load-bearing wall, partition, or portion thereof, or any structural beam or load-bearing component. 
Bill-  Right, and that was changed to, or we're proposing to change it to any part of the structural system. 
Judy- where it says the required means of egress, are you requiring, so if somebody for example has to put in a door and replace a door, is that now going to require any type of building permit? 
Bill- Again, that would be if it is required means of egress. A house, single family, would not require a means of egress depending on where the door is. A business, if it is a fire door, entrance door, restricting the amount of people that can get in there, yes, that is a required means of egress. As a fire exit, as a front entrance. 
Judy- So a house doesn’t require a means of egress? 
Bill- It requires the front door. 
Judy- You're not requiring somebody who has a home to come in if they want to repair their front door or replace their front door that they have to get a building permit? 
Bill- The only time that would require a building permit would be if they're changing the size of the door. That would be under any structure. Structural related because you're changing how the wall carries a load. You're allowed to have window replacements of the same size and door replacements of the same size without a building permit. As long as it's the same size. If you were to take out your rear door to your deck and put in a slider that would require a building permit. You're changing the size of the door. Even going smaller would require a building permit. And our current code does define that.  A door could be the building system. A door between the garage and the house needs to be fire rated and self-closing. That would be part of the building system. That is the fire envelope  of the garage. 
Judy- Alright, so how do we distinguish but that's not a matter of a door egress necessarily. You just said the front door. 
Bill- It could be if the garage is on a lower level and you don't have any way out from the basement. Think of a split-level ranch. Where's your entrance of a split-level ranch? Your entrance of a split-level ranch is in the middle. You have a stairway that goes up and a stairway that goes down. If you're in the downstairs portion of a laundry room, where's your means of egress? Probably through the garage. 
Judy- So the front door is not just the egress. Any door in the house would be considered egress. Is that what we're saying? 
Bill- No, I'm saying egress would apply more towards a business. You're asking me if the means of egress is a door in a residential house. 
Judy- I guess the moral of the story is you're going to have to come in and find out whether that egress door is going to require a building permit. 
Bill- If you're making it larger, probably. Or smaller. Because if you were to change the windows in a room, what's the required window for a bedroom? Clear opening of five feet now. But you can replace it with the same size window because you're under the code that the house was built on. 
Judy- I noticed under D our current code says including a written statement indicating compliance with both the uniform code and the energy code. But now we've taken out the uniform code and you only want compliance to the energy code? Why wouldn't you want compliance to the uniform code? 
Bill- We don't require a statement from the architect for the building being built. We could require that. It would delay the process very much. That's the only person who would give compliance to the building code is the building code official or the architect on record. The new code that's proposed only says energy code.
Judy- The old code has uniform code and energy code. It doesn't say that it needs an architect or an engineer. 
Bill- There's only two people who could give it. An engineer or architect or the building code official. And with our inspections, that's what we're certifying the building to. 
Judy- Uniform codes, you don't require compliance? 
Bill- That would be our inspections 
Judy- Oh, you're not inspecting the energy code?
Bill- The energy code is given by the blower door test and the duct testing as well as the fire caulking and insulation. There are also requirements for thermostats, LED lighting, and we could debate the energy code all night long. It is a huge chapter and getting larger. We don't have the tools nor the ability to do the blower door testing nor the duct testing. So, we allow third party inspections. We've also included remote inspections, which allowed for roofers. 
Judy- I'm wondering if between, you have these that under section three, page three, that  New York State, you require the New York State architect or licensed professional to sign off on these constructions or prepare the documents. Can you just explain to me the difference between B and G?
Bill- G, I believe, is saying that it just has to be signed and sealed by the architect or the design professional. 
Judy- And isn’t that better than B? I believe it would be. Maybe just eliminate B and keep G. 
Bill- We could.
Judy- Under remote inspections, page four, number C, I think I'm just going to direct my comments to the town board on that. I think having remote inspections come with very significant concerns and if that's something that you're going to do, you should probably have a little bit more in terms of explanation of how these remote inspections are going to be done and provided and maintained. You know, there are a lot of times that people, and I'm sure Bill sees it, that they hide things in their inspections and where you might not catch it on a remote inspection because you're being given a picture or you're getting a video or you're getting a drone picture and they get to determine exactly what they're going to (show you or not show you through the process. So, a remote inspection might not give the building inspector the full opportunity to fully evaluate a particular project and provide some accuracy in the inspection. So, I don't think that the town is really in a position to start doing remote inspections. But if you would be doing remote inspections, I would suggest that you have some regulations on how they're being done. So, say, what specific issues can be remotely inspected? Consider the criteria of what would  generate a remote inspection. Are there weather conditions? Is there some  emergency that has to be dealt with?  What kind of technology are you going  to allow them to use? Are you going to allow them to use drones? Would you allow  them to use videos? Would you allow them to use photographic evidence? What's the qualifications of the individuals that are doing the remote inspections? How do you verify the date and time and the location of when those remote inspections are going to be done? Where do we retain and how do we retain the information? For example, if you're  allowing videos, do you have the capability of retaining those videos and keeping them in the files for that particular project?  How long do you have to preserve all that information? And how does  the building inspector issue that authority in terms of conducting a remote inspection? 
The section titled remote inspections, that is not extensive information and doesn't identify all the things that you should be concerned about when you're doing remote inspections. And if you're going to have something like that and you're going to refer to the regulation, you should probably have it very clearly spelled out so that people that are doing these remote inspections, the construction people, the owners of the property, the architect, their engineers, whoever they're hiring to do that, understand exactly what it is that the town requires  in order to do the remote inspections. It's better to have more in here than less and then wind up in a battle about whether that picture or that video accurately depicts what's supposed to be done  on the site.

Councilman Fazio- Bill, Concerning the remote, would it be more, I don't believe, like a framing inspection or a footing, because then somebody (would have to be there with a tape measure showing you the measurements. But if someone was doing a new roof and you could see pictures of ice and water shield. 
Bill- So they don't hold up the roofer to continue going, that would allow us to accept the remote inspection, which are the pictures of the ice and water shield to continue the roofer. Instead of waiting for us, that could be 24-48 hours before we get out for an inspection.
Judy- And I agree with you Bill, I’m only suggesting that you should have some specific parameters so that people understand and the building department understand. And it identifies what you are going to accept as a remote inspection. How are you going to maintain it? And how does it have to be certified maybe from somebody? 
Councilman Hoppenstedt- So as somebody that's going through remote inspections for ice and water in the town of Newburgh, what they require us to do is we still call to schedule an inspection, and if they have an inspector that day, you get an inspector. If they're busy, you have to agree to a remote inspection. We have to send five pictures, one from each corner of the house and one from the front of the house so you can see the address, they can look it up on Google Maps, and they can confirm it's the exact house. And you cannot  proceed until you get a confirmation email back from whoever in the town you email it to. 
Judy- If an automatic sprinkler system is provided, a notation as to whether the sprinkler system is required  is to be included on the certificate of occupancy. Was there a reason to remove that? 
Bill- I do not know why it was not on there. However, most of our buildings that we're putting up now, we're not going to get a sprinkler system as far as there's maybe two, three buildings in the town that have a sprinkler system.
Judy- there may be systems, or buildings that require it. I'm just wondering why we're no longer requiring this language to be included on the certificate of occupancy, and an automatic sprinkler system is provided, as to whether the sprinkler system is required. Maybe they just missed it. 
Bill- Right, that would be handled under the document review and the building permit process, whether it's required or not. Again, I submitted the full code to the town board. The town board submitted it to the lawyer, and this is what came back from the lawyer as an amendment to the code. I would have to address that to the town board and the lawyer.
Councilman Fazio- I guess the truth being we would have to check with the lawyer. It may have been oversight on his part, its possible. 
Bill- I would say that number 8 got changed from an automatic sprinkler system to any special condition imposed. Where a sprinkler system would be a special condition imposed. It would be imposed with the building permit. 
Judy-  Page 6, A/2- There are a number of chapters of the fire code that are not included. Why is that? 
Bill- There is 32 chapters if not more that are not included. These are the special conditions listed under the NYS Fire Code of NYS. These are the special chapters that have special requirements. As far as high pile storage,  fruit ripening facilities, temporary structures including tents and air blown, welding and hot work, they're all different listed chapters on the tail end of the fire code. 
Judy- For example, Chapter 20 is aviation. We do have an airport.  Chapter 21 is dry cleaning. 
Bill- We don’t have a dry cleaner. Could we get it, absolutely. Would we love to have it. Absolutely. 
Judy- We also don’t have a sugar house either. But we don't have fumigation and insecticidal fogging.
Bill- We don’t? Farms do not fog their trees? Believe me, there's a couple of places here that would also get fumigated. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- Is the law that you are referencing there, that code usurps out building codes, right? 
Bill- What was first originally submitted was the model code that New York State Department of State suggested to adopt. What I did was take that law, and update Town from City, and entered in the Town of Plattekill. It was then submitted to the Town board for Amendment to our local chapter we already have. 
Sis Morse- State Law supersedes ours. 
Bill- The current code we have now barely covers an operating permit. 
Judy- The model code is just that. The model code. You've selected some of these things to include in from the fire code from New York State. 
Bill- Let us look at the original code that was submitted. And compare that to the amendments that were brought in by the lawyer. NYS requires operating permits. 
Judy- For somebody to have an operating permit, there is an idea that they go in on an annual basis or some periodic time frame. 
Bill- We have that anyway. That’s under the fire safety program. 
Judy- How many times are you going over to the airport?
Bill- We have been over there now yearly because they have an assembly permit. They are also through the PB and ZB right now. I'd have to look to see if actually aviation requires an operating permit. 

Councilman Castillo- I understand Ms. Mayle expressing on each topic because this was only received yesterday. I would say that we don’t close this, but keep it open for people to submit in writing questions and comments. We can move this to one month from now and continue the public hearing. We can keep written comments open for 2 weeks, this way we can review it and if needed, send questions and comments to the lawyer to review as well. This way we can continue on. I don't know why some was removed or not because I am not a lawyer, but we do have a professional code enforcer, so maybe we should receive it in two weeks and continue a public hearing. 

Councilman Castillo made a motion to extend the public hearing for one month, we can submit written comments within the next two weeks, this way we can receive it and submit to the lawyer if we need anything. 
Seconded by Councilman O’Flaherty
On the Vote: All Ayes 

Councilman Fazio- Two weeks ago, I know you weren’t here Willie so we talked about this and there was supposed to be a public hearing because some of the questions that Judy is asking now should have probably been covered two weeks ago before this went to the lawyer instead of resubmitting anything because Bill was here for that meeting. He was here for that meeting and he was asked to go home. He was ready to come to the meeting and then plans changed. He was asked to go home. He was sitting in his office ready to go. 


2. Sis Morse- I have something to say. This is refreshing. This is my second encounter with Bill and it is refreshing to me that we finally have a Building Inspector that can answer our questions. Esther and I even told you to fire him and get a new one. Bill, I am very grateful that you have the knowledge and you are answering our questions.  Well, I'm very grateful that we have the building inspector that we can understand and isn't ignorant or rough to our town people.
Councilman Castillo- We think the same way. 




· Local Law #2/2026- 
Councilman O’Flaherty- I am just reviewing this now. There is stuff in there that I am not comfortable with. 
Councilman O’Flaherty made a motion to table this until July 15th. 
Seconded by Councilman Castillo
On the Vote: All Ayes 


MINUTES:
· [bookmark: _Hlk72778570][bookmark: _Hlk73645752][bookmark: _Hlk108464208]Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion to NOT read the minutes from the June 3, 2026 Town Board Meeting
Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the vote: All Ayes

Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion to ACCEPT the minutes from the June 3, 2026 Town Board Meeting.
Seconded by Councilman Fazio 
On the Vote: All Ayes





ADDITIONS:
· Red, White and Blue Fireworks Celebration
Supervisor Lembo reminded everyone that there will be fireworks on July 11th at our Town Park. Rain Date is July 12th. 

REPORTS: 
· Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion to NOT read the monthly department reports and noted they are all available at the Town Clerk’s Office upon request. 
The following reports for the month of February 2026 were available. 
Plattekill Police Monthly Report
Dog Control Monthly Report- NOT received 
Buildings & Grounds Monthly Report
Building Department Monthly Report
Assessor Report Monthly Report 
Recreation Report- NOT received 

Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the Vote: All Ayes

[bookmark: _Hlk108464838]
OLD BUSINESS:  
· Vending Machine at Park
Jeff D’Agostino- I read the minutes from the last Town Board Meeting regarding the electric. I did check out the location and I did see that there was no electric there. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- If we allow you to put a machine up there, other people will say not me? 
Jeff- We have a vending machine already at Town Hall. 
Councilman Fazio- What is someone damages it? 
Jeff- The machine would be insured through my company. There is insurance. 
Councilman Castillo- I understand, and on a business level, but the other part is that you try to prevent the vandalism that goes there, and your machine, I could tell you right now, wouldn't last two weeks without getting something done to it, because I'm telling you, that's why we have cameras, that's why we have patrols, and I am not against your machine. I'm just saying it just gives the police more work, and they will vandalize, because that's why this machine's been here from the beginning of time, because it's under guard. Anything that's outside, those tables are so heavy, and sometimes we find them in the woods.
Jeff- I am surprised by that, I live right down the road. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- This just has to do with preventable headaches, its no disrespect to the idea. 


· Employee Handbook
Supervisor Lembo- This is something we need to get done. Steve and I have been talking about this. We think at this point, we need to have a professional to put this book together. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- We need to put out RFPs for the handbook. We have two so far. 
The original company that we had from 2006- Public Sector HR was the initial firm. Mike had said the second was an attorney but it’s a segment of that office that handles this as well. And we would need a third to throw in the ring to compare. 

Kathie Beinkafner- I would like to help work on this. This is something I am really good at it. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- Really, I don't want to draw the tangent to what we were just doing with the building permit stuff updates, but this would be essentially updating the employee handbook in its entirety, not subjective to counsel people with what we would like to add or subtract. This would be more of a standardized blueprint that would be overlaid into the modern era of employee standards, employee handbook stuff. That's the best way I could say it. The other thing is because of technology, many other things have come up since this was put out, and we have to get with the times. That and the law. On all the laws, and we should have a professional draw this up. This turnaround on this with the one company was quick, so it felt like we could get something done sooner than later. Their turnaround plus our, I'll say, government lethargicness is we can get it done sooner. The other person I still have to speak to, I don't know what their time frame is, and their numbers are still being amalgamated, and then we would have to put that, like I said, an RFP after Mike makes a motion.


Cathy Oncher- When you do talk to whoever is going to draw this up, maybe they could suggest maybe every three years or five years to update it. I don’t think you need it every year but as new things come up, it’ll need revision. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- You could essentially, what you would do is essentially, just as you would revise a document, we could reach out to the company we retain to review it for any amendments. As opposed to being a heavy hit, maybe we just pay a small amount to have it reviewed and go that way. That's a great suggestion. 

Supervisor Lembo made a motion that we go out for RFPs to have the employee handbook updated. 
Seconded by Councilman Hoppenstedt
On the Vote: All Ayes 


Transfer Station- July $20.00 Coupons 
Councilman Fazio said this is a boards decision. 
Councilman Castillo- we are bleeding money up there and putting out something that is free, I feel like this is not worth it because we are spending way more than we have. We are bleeding anywhere from $30,000-$60,000 possible more because of tipping fees. Especially with the fuel and cost of everything, everything has gone up a ridiculous amount. 

Gladys Figueroa- Can you explain to me, like, how does this work? How does the transfer station work? Because I went there this weekend, this past weekend, and I spoke to Cheryl. And she said something about maybe the things get full of water, weight, and covering. She mentioned a bunch of things. Can you guys explain to me how the transfer station works?
Supervisor Lembo- Either you have coupons, or pay up there with a check. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- So, essentially, we have these empty containers. Right, roll-offs. And they're designated for garbage or whatever recycling material it is. The tipping fees really comes into with the garbage, okay? That's dead weight or whatever you want to call it, the trucking weight. They come down and truck it, and you have to pay for that, and they have added their fuel costs. So, it's a fuel surcharge, but there's a tipping fee that goes by the ton. By the ton. 
Sis Morse- But like Cheryl said, when it rains and the fluid builds up, that is adding weight too. And when the snow goes in, it’s the same thing. 
Gladys F-  Will you include this woman as a part one day to come here and talk about this? She has ideas, I'm sure. I know Willie has a problem with her giving away stuff. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- This has been a discussion not only with her,  but also several board members here regarding the trajectory or the future of the transfer station. We've discussed both sides of the pillow, pros and cons of what to do up there. Recently, a few board members and I have discussed the plausibility of finding a way to find a potential for capital investment into that place to make it more efficient. Make a profit. Break even, actually. It's just two things. Really what it boils down to is we are exposed to the elements out there as it is. And no matter what we throw out, it could drain 100% or 90%. We're always going to be paying a percentage more for just water or some type of dead air. So, if we can design and create something that both meets the accessibility for the trucks in and out to take the roll-offs, but also protect us from the elements where we're just paying for the trash or the tare weight or whatever the diagnostic term is for this stuff,  but to limit that to us where we are not hemorrhaging money to UCRRA. Because UCRRA, we're just chasing the fuel cost, chasing the tare. They're always moving the target.
Councilman Hoppenstedt- Last month we paid $8551.00 to UCRRA. That is the latest voucher we got. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- What we need to do is create some sort of committee to mitigate the problems up there. 
Councilman Castillo- You have seen me up there. People were coming up there, asking why they can’t dump there? I dump there all the time with no sticker. People were getting charged $3.00 a bag and the charge was $3.00 even with the sign right there. She was charging incorrectly. 
Judy Mayle- Excuse me, this sounds like a personnel matter. 
Councilman Castillo- The public is asking why we don’t want to give something for free. 

Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion to now have the free $20.00 July coupon this year. 
Seconded by Councilman Castillo
On the Vote: All Ayes 
Kathie Beinkafner- I want to be on that committee. I was chairman of the board of UCRRA. I know how it runs. 
Sis Morse- I do too. 


NEW BUSINESS 
        1. RFP- Attorney
Councilman O’Flaherty- We need to this for our town attorney. 
Supervisor Lembo made a motion to go out for RFPs for a Town Attorney. 
Seconded by Councilman O’Flaherty
On the Vote: All Ayes 

        2. Logging Permit
Craig Benjamin here. Logger
Supervisor Lembo said everything was handed in, insurance, all set. We just need to determine the amount of the bond to ask for. 
Craig- There is a letter of credit page included in the application packet. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- A letter of credit is something you can request from your bank. They essentially attest to your deposits. 
Councilman Castillo- We hold the check 
Sis Morse- Where on Crescent Avenue? 
Craig- #442 Crescent Avenue
Councilman Castillo- Lets do the $7,500. I make a motion
Seconded by Councilman Hoppenstedt 
On the Vote: All Ayes 

Councilman Castillo said it has to be a certified check. When you are on private property, you have a contract with the land owner. 

3. Upgrading New Email System- 
Supervisor Lembo said we had discussed upgrading our email system to a more centralized system instead of everyone using their personal emails which has been going on for a long time. This way, it’ll all be monitored by the town, it’ll go onto the town server and the Town will have control over it. 
Councilman O’Flaherty is asking if we need to get more than one price quote for this? 
Supervisor Lembo- the quote we got is from our IT company.
Supervisor Lembo made a motion that we go with our IT company, the cost is $4,288.14 for a yearly fee with a one-time labor fee of $1,000.00. 
Councilman Fazio said that we should check into the procurement policy before making a motion. 
Supervisor Lembo withdraws his motion. 



4. Ambulance District Creation: 	RESOLUTION #37
Councilman O’Flaherty read: Resolution number 37, approving the establishment of an ambulance district. Resolution scheduling a public hearing and approving the notice of hearing and order concerning the establishment of ambulance district in the Town of Plattekill, number 37.
Whereas the town board has determined the creation of an ambulance district, the Town of Plattekill may be in the public interest, pursuant to articles 12 and 12-A of the town law, and whereas a map, plan, and report was prepared at the direction of and in the matter prescribed by the town board and was filed with the town clerk on June 16, 2026  and is available for inspection by the public in the office of the town clerk, and whereas a public hearing must be held on the issue of establishing an ambulance district after the filing of the map, plan, and report and after providing due notice, and whereas pursuant to the law 209-D, parenthesis one, a notice of hearing and order was prepared, set forth the statutorily required information concerning the public hearing, and whereas pursuant to town law 209-D, parenthesis one, detailed explanation as to how the estimated rate of assessment for the proposed ambulance district was calculated and prepared and must be duly filed in the office of the town clerk in advance of the publication of this notice, hearing, and order. 
Now, therefore, be it resolved by the Town Board that the map, plan, and report for the establishment of the ambulance district in the town of Plattekill will be made available for public inspection in the town clerk's office during regular business hours and that it is also posted on the town's sign board website and such other locations as may be determined prudent, and be it further resolved that the town board is scheduling the required public hearing to be held on Wednesday, July 1, 2026 commencing at 7 p.m. at Plattekill Town Hall to hear all persons concerning the proposed establishment of the ambulance district as outlined in the a fore said map, plan, and report, and be it further resolved that the town board approves a detailed explanation as to how the estimated rate of assessment for the proposed ambulance district was calculated and made available for public inspection in the office of the town clerk before the publication of the notice of hearing and order, and be it further resolved that the town board adopts the notice of hearing and order date June 17, 2026,  and directs that the same be entered into the minutes of this proceeding and incorporated therein, and be it further resolved that the town board directs the clerk to post and publish the notice of hearing and order in conformance with all laws, mandates, and to do all things necessary to facilitate scheduling and conducting the public hearing on July 1, 2026. 
A motion made by Councilman O'Flaherty, myself, adopting the resolution scheduling a public hearing and approving the notice of hearing and order directing the publication of the map, plan, and report, and a detailed explanation concerning the establishment of the ambulance district in the town seconded by Councilman Castillo. 

Supervisor Lembo- For me, I don't think we're ready to go forward with a public hearing on this because, again, we just got this yesterday. I feel that we have an EMS committee that I've been working with since the beginning of the year, which they should be reviewing this. I feel the fire department should be reviewing this. We should be better informed about this before we go to a public hearing because you know there's going to be a million questions from probably a couple hundred people that are going to be coming in here. You know, how they came up with this map, the assessment. I think there's a lot of moving parts with this, and I think, you know, there again at the 11th hour, we have something dumped on our laps, and I personally feel something this important, we need more time to, and it's unfortunate, that we were pressured in February to respond to them, and here they are getting back to us, you know, middle of June, and yet they want us to do all this, so we're ready. 
Councilman Hoppenstedt- In February, they told us that it would be 4-6 months before they got back to us. 
Supervisor Lembo- But Joe, I don’t think that is fair. 
Councilman Fazio- What I am reading, this is $98.00 per $100,000. How many houses so we have assessed at $100,000. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- So you are saying per $100,000 of assessment it costs $98.00 in taxes. 

Kathie Beinkafner- Oh for crying out loud. That is a lot of money. 
Councilman Castillo- Mike is questioning, and I appreciate that because I thought, because I wasn't here last week, or last month, or whenever it was. And so, I thought this was all vetted before. 
Supervisor Lembo- No, this was dated yesterday. 
Councilman Castillo- I would like to rescind my second. 
Councilman Hoppenstedt- If you don’t want the public hearing, why did we read the Resolution? 
Councilman Castillo- I’m sorry Mike. 
Supervisor Lembo- Right, so I'm bringing it out to the public, what's going on, (46:36) so everybody knows what's going on. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- So are we all saying no to the resolution? 

Judy Mayle- Just you all getting this tonight. I’m trying to scan it quickly, but it only looks like you are talking about ALS Services? I don’t see anything about basic life support which is the primary thing that we do. 
Supervisor Lembo- Actually you are right. I had a conversation this morning with Mr. Hannigan regarding this map plan and report. I agree with Ms. Mayle, he said it was ALS Service, not BLS service. Ms. Mayle is on the ambulance committee. 
Judy Mayle- There are a lot of good people and resources on that committee. 

Councilman O’Flaherty- I am rescinding my motion on Resolution #37. 
Supervisor Lembo- We are striking this from the record and putting off the public hearing for another time. 
Councilman Castillo rescinded his second and seconded Supervisor Lembo striking from record and holding off on scheduling the public hearing. 
 



PUBLIC INPUT: 
· Supervisor Lembo made a motion to open Public Input at 9:19PM.
Seconded by Councilman Hoppenstedt
On the vote: All Ayes

1. Cathy Oncher- When you said $98.00 per $100,000 , so are you saying a $500,000 home, each year you have to pay $500 in taxes. Where will that fit into, your taxes?
Councilman Hoppenstedt- You would get this included in your property taxes. It would be a special ambulance district. 
That's why we're going to discuss it amongst ourselves, and we're going to re-discuss it again next month before we even think about a public hearing. We're going to get our committee involved. 

2. Gladys Figueroa- Are you guys going to try and get your meetings on social media, maybe zoom? 
Supervisor Lembo- Sarah will you answer this? 
Sarah Nelson, Town Clerk- I have only access to the town Facebook page (51:43) on my personal cell phone. (51:45) So I don't have the email address or the password (51:51) to obtain the Facebook page on a laptop or another device. So, I either A, have to recreate the town Facebook page (52:01) and start fresh, (52:02) because I'm not willing to do it on my personal cell phone. 
Gladys- Does the town have a Facebook page? 
Sarah- They do. I was added on as an admin on my personal cell phone to do postings. So, if I get a new phone or log out of this current page, we have no way to access the page. I have reached out to a lot of people to try and find out who created the page and have not had any luck. 


Supervisor Lembo made a motion to CLOSE public input at 9:23PM
Seconded by Councilman Castillo
On the Vote: All Ayes 

TRANSFERS: NONE

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  
Supervisor Lembo made a motion to ENTER into Executive Session at 9:24PM to discuss personnel
Seconded by Councilman Castillo
On the Vote: All Ayes 


Supervisor Lembo made a motion to EXIT Executive Session at 10:09PM. 
Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the Vote: All Ayes




VOUCHERS:

· Supervisor Lembo reviewed the Voucher Detail report Dated June 17, 2026 which includes:

The A-General Fund amount of	$48,026.12
[bookmark: _Hlk143079939]The DA-Highway Fund amount of	$13,211.74
The SA- Clintondale Lighting in the amount of……………………. $1,032.53
The SB- Modena Lighting in the amount of ………………………. $1,893.84

For a grand total in the amount of                              $64,146.23


ADJOURNMENT: 
Supervisor Lembo made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:14PM
Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the Vote: All Ayes 
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