TOWN OF PLATTEKILL
REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
July 15, 2026


Time – 7:00pm
SALUTE TO THE FLAG: 
ROLL CALL: 
The following Town Board Members were present:
	Supervisor Lembo
Councilman Fazio	
Councilman Castillo
            Councilman Hoppenstedt
            Councilman O’Flaherty

Supervisor Lembo would like to Thank the Plattekill Police Department for their help. Also, a special thanks to our clerk and Sergeant Vasta for staying late, cleaning the park, and emptying the garbage pails. I would also like to thank the Highway Department for setting up and taking down everything And I'd also like to thank Brian Benjamin and my daughter, my son-in-law, and my grandchildren for helping me towards the end of the afternoon Sunday to finish cleaning up the park. It was a nice event, I think everybody enjoyed it and liked it, and hopefully next year it'll be better. So, thank you again for everybody that helped.

PUBLIC HEARING:   
          1. Building Department Codes (1/2007) 
Supervisor Lembo- We still haven't gotten anything back from our attorney on this, so we're going to have to keep that open. So, I don't know if we need a motion to continue this or... 
Councilman Castillo- You could continue it or you could close it pending no vote until we get the... Until we get the comments back from the lawyer. 
Councilman Castillo wants to close the public hearing for the updating building department codes. 
Seconded by Supervisor Lembo
On the Vote: All Ayes 

            2. Ambulance District
Supervisor Lembo- know we said we would only take written comments, but if there's some people in the audience that want to give verbal comments, we can take them. And then we're going to close the public hearing.
And after it's closed, what we're going to do is we're going to have another meeting with our EMS committee. And after that, the board will probably be ready to make a vote on this decision. So, if there's anybody in the audience that does want and want to ask a few questions, that's fine. 

              1. Sis Morse- I have concerns about this, how it's going to affect the rescue squad. From my own personal experience, that rescue squad is very valuable. They're there before an ambulance comes. I know Modena and Plattekill have an ambulance, but Clintondale, doesn't. And one night, from my own personal experience, every ambulance throughout was busy. It ended, it took an hour and a half to get an ambulance from Newburgh up here. So now I'm concerned. Our firemen from all three houses, Modena, Plattekill, and Clintondale, have always been excellent. We love them, really. And now we've got New Paltz Rescue in, and I want to know what's going to happen to these services. Also, how is this going to affect the taxpayers in our camp? I know each fire department is looking for people to help them. They're looking for volunteers. And it's hard, because people don't volunteer like they used to years ago. But my concern is, the three firehouses, New Paltz Rescue, how is this going to affect them all? And the taxpayers. What is it going to cost the taxpayers for this service? Because if we had an ambulance from out of the area before, you got a hell of a bill when they came And I know a lot of seniors can't afford it. So if you could answer the financial end, and what will happen to our fire companies, with the rescue, and New Paltz, I'd like to know.

Rich Miller- I'm the Director of the EMS, or the Director of Emergency Medical Services, for the County of Ulster, and the architect of this plan. The plan actually addresses what it is that you're concerned about directly with what happens with the three fire companies. We’ve been in very detailed talks with Chief Foster from Plattekill, because they're the primary provider now of EMS to the town.
And the plan is that they will keep their ambulance for the first year of the contract through 2027. They'll continue to respond the way that it is that they do now. And they'll let the volunteers seek their own level as far as their comfort in responding.
Because some of them, quite frankly, need a break, right? And during that time, right now with Kelly Nelson from Modena, myself, and one of my clinical instructor coordinators, we are putting together what's called a certified first responder class, which we will be teaching at the end of the summer and into the fall here in Plattekill, to the interested people who don't want to get their EMT, but they do want to continue to service their community. The plan with that will be Modena will keep their ambulance as well for 2027.
And then we're going to start a phase out with them of transferring two of the ambulances from Plattekill currently need to be rechassied, meaning they've reached their end of life.  And instead of replacing it and incurring the expense, we're going to switch it over to what's called BLS, or Basic Life Support First Response Vehicles. We're going to outfit them, just like an ambulance has the portable equipment and all of that, and then they will roster those throughout the town and people will take them home. So we actually think that the BLS first response, and that will be them showing up with a cardiac monitor, with a Lucas device to do CPR in case they need to do that, that that will actually be faster than it's ever been, because they'll be responding from the house, but then they won't have to transport the patient to the hospital because we'll have this coverage 24 hours a day, seven days a week. What about New Pulse Rescue? New Paltz Rescue will be here.
This is part of a bigger, regionalized system, and we'll have seven or eight ambulances in place 24 hours a day, seven days a week, throughout New Paltz, Modena, Plattekill, the greater Plattekill area, Clintondale, and possibly Marlboro. Marlboro right now is going through the same thing that you guys are, which is looking at a special ambulance taxing district. I was just at the Gardiner tax meeting last night because they switched over to a taxing district.
Their fire department was there in massive numbers. They constituted the entire public that was there. They're very happy with what has happened because now they get the opportunity to still service their community, which they do, and actually their numbers of response has gone up since New Paltz has been there, but they can also enjoy their kids' baseball games.
They can go to family events. They can take a week off, you know, those kinds of things, and it's actually more cost-efficient for them to be doing it this way because they get advanced life support on every single call it is that's dispatched there, which is critical because in Ulster County, 50% of the calls that are dispatched by the county require a paramedic. Right now, there's no provision of that here, and for you to be able to if you wanted a contract with a commercial provider, it would cost this town $1.3 million and it would be one ambulance, and then it would be done.
The response times in Gardiner, we went back from 2024 to 2025 to this part of 2026. The responses that they were getting was like 34 and this was with their primary ALS provider at the time, which was, you know, Empress because they're busy too, and the fire district themselves, from the beginning of this year, January 1st of this year, through the six-month period that it is that we looked at, their response percentage is 100%.
Every single call that required an ambulance over there was done by an ambulance from here. So that's a shared services model, and it's—the future is coming to Ulster County, whether we like it or not. state right now is looking at designating it as an essential service.
There will be taxes, you know, and all of that, which is inevitable for a public service.



         2. Esther Coppola- State Taxes? This is a problem with older people, that there is no money. 
Rich Miller- I don’t believe there will be State taxes. NY is a home rule state.  They will make allowances, and whatever the legislation is up there, you need to if I was you, I would look at it from the perspective of you have a very forward-thinking town board (that realizes that there's a problem, and the problem is that there's no ambulances. And the thing here is, if you got a commercial provider in here to provide you with this ambulance service, not only would it cost you twice as much, but if you couldn't pay the bill, they would send you to collections. 
Esther- You said people will be taking an ambulance home?
Rich Miller- No, it's called a BLS first response vehicle. It's a large pickup truck. It has portable emergency medical services gear in it, including a cardiac monitor and all of the essential things that it is that they need to provide care for the first five or ten minutes of a call. The providers will respond to your house with a truck, just like the fire department does. It's a specialized EMS vehicle, and then the ambulance will probably either arrive simultaneously or shortly thereafter. The ambulance district that you live in will provide that district, that service. 
Ray Poluzzi (Clintondale Fire District)- The thing that Rich was trying to allude to is that, yes, there is an ambulance taxation that's going to take place.
It's $0.98 per thousand dollars assessed value. And what will happen is, yes, just like where you live now, you will receive a bill in the mail. But the county does not put you in collections if a senior or another person of low income cannot afford to pay that bill. That's not what would happen if you brought in an independent provider. So if you contract a town contracting with Empress or another service, whoever, ambulance down in Newton, Windsor or whatever, whoever they brought in, those companies have the right to bring you to collections. That will not happen if the county administers the plan.
Councilman Castillo- It will be the same coverage for the whole town. This is what's going on. It's the coverage for the whole town because for many years, okay and you know firsthand that it was all volunteers.
In today's world, everybody lives or works someplace else and they can't be here. So what Ulster County, by doing this, okay, if all the ambulances that were here are gone, they're going to make sure that one of the other ambulances get here. This way, they will cover the area. 


        3. Annette Laskowsky-  Did you just say that if the county does this, whatever, that no one would be sent to collections if they can't pay?
Rich Miller- If you enter into an agreement, right, they form, they're under no obligation.
The community is under no obligation. They form this special tax district for an ambulance. That doesn't mean they have to contract with the county.
They can contract with whoever they want. It's just a way for them to collect taxes to be able to pay for that service, which is considered in New York State a professional service. If they choose to contract with us, meaning the county, their contract will be with the county.
We will subcontract with New Paltz Rescue Squad. New Paltz Rescue Squad will do all of the responses under a plan that we work cooperatively with them. The shared services will be in the communities, you know, out there. And then the bill that you receive will be from the county. The county will bill that, that service that it is that was provided. So let's say that you have Medicare, right? New Paltz Rescue Squad is our subcontractor as the county. They show up. You're having a heart attack.
You have to go to the hospital. They provide that care. They take you to the hospital.
Once they're done with their paperwork, right, the county has access to their PCR, their little chart report, right? We give that to our billing agent, which is the same billing agent they use, by the way. They bill it out, right? We remove 4%, which is the cost of billing the call, and then that money comes back to pay for the service. In the event that you had no insurance, none at all, right,  then we would be obligated by law to send a bill that you don't pay, and nobody ever comes after you to go to collections. 
Annette L- Go back, if I'm on Medicare?
Rich M.- The bill will be paid by Medicare. You'll never hear a word about it because it will be accepted as payment in full. 
Ray P- We have looked at this from so many different angles. You will not get a better situation for this town than what you're getting right now. 




        4. Sis Morse-  When the taxes come from the county in January, that's when it will appear on our tax. 
Supervisor Lembo- Correct

Councilman Castillo- Well, if you were here at the last meeting, we had all three fire companies here, all right, and a good presentation. And it's up to the board because we want to make sure that we cover everybody in this town, and the responsibility of safety falls on us. And you can't have independent three fire districts in order to have it. If we do it with the county, we encompass the whole town. And they do the logistics of in case there's no ambulances here, they tell New Paltrow, they tell Rosendale, whoever signs up, I need coverage down here. So they're the ones that are moving everything all around. 


Councilman Fazio- I have a question and I’m speaking more for the taxpayers. Plattekill Fire District, 2 years in a row, added to their budget roughly $170,000 a year to do their own ambulance district. So now what happens to those people because they’re already getting that, taxes for the past 2 years. So how would all of that work? Plattekill Fire budgeted to do paid staff and put money aside for it. The money is sitting there, the people when they get their tax bill, they’re almost going to be double hit for the residents in that district. 
Councilman Castillo- Now, I can't answer for Platico or any other district, but if they were going to go to a paid and that money's there,  I would imagine they would have to do something with it with the county because they already collected it. That's a question that we all ask at that time when we have the representatives of each firehouse. But eventually, eventually, because you can't have enough people, you might end up with a fire district also that you have somebody that gets paid. That's in the future because everything keeps on going, and we have to keep on covering our residents as best we possibly can. 


         5. Kathie Beinkafner- Last time we had some documents that we gave, and in there it mentioned that a single family house, they gave an example, had an average value of let's say it was $200,000. And then as you continue reading, now it's next to talking about a multifamily house, claiming that that was only worth $200,000, which didn't make any sense to me. If it's going to have twice as many people, it seems to me the house might be worth twice as much money. So that didn't make any sense at all. 
Supervisor Lembo- Yes, because they just said it was based on assessed value, throwing an example. When they say $0.98, it's basically $98 for every $100,000 of assessed value. 
Ray P- And it doesn't make any difference how many people live at that house. If that home is addressed for whatever, just pick for round numbers, $100,000, you'd pay $98. If there's two people that live in that house, or if there's 22 people that live in that house, they're still paying $98. It is not based on occupancy. 

         6. Esther Coppola- This question is for Mr. Cavazza; Why were we not notified about the meetings with the Committee for the ambulance? 
Supervisor Lembo- What there is a committee. It's a committee from the three departments that we get together, whatever it is, at the Clintondale Firehouse. But the main meeting was 2 weeks ago when we had the public hearing. That was the main meeting. We’ve been discussing for well before January to get to the point where we are now. We posted multiple times in the newspaper, social media, it was outside on our sign board. We hosted a public hearing. 
Supervisor Lembo made a motion to close the Public Hearing at 7:30PM. 
Seconded by Councilman Castillo
On the Vote: All Ayes 



[bookmark: _Hlk72778570][bookmark: _Hlk73645752][bookmark: _Hlk108464208]MINUTES:
Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion to NOT read the minutes from the July 1, 2026 Town Board Meeting. 
Seconded by Supervisor Lembo	             On the Vote: All Ayes


Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion to ACCEPT the minutes from the July 1, 2026 Town Board Meeting. 
Seconded by Supervisor Lembo		On the Vote: All Ayes



ADDITIONS:
· Music in the Park
It begins Tuesday, July 28th at 6:30-8:30PM. Every Tuesday. Food will be available.


· Police NNO: 
August 4th. They are having their second annual National Night Out. 


· Social Media Policy: 
Councilman Fazio said that Patty is going to send forms out to each department head so they sign them, give them to their employees, because we still have people on boards who are commenting on stuff on Facebook and whatever. Okay. And we've got to eliminate that. So Patty's taking care of that. We previously had a resolution adopting the Social media Policy. 

· Councilman Castillo said that the bookkeeper needs to get each department their 6-month budget reports so we know where we are in the year. 
We also need to get our letters to all departments soon to submit their 2027 budgets. 


REPORTS: 
Supervisor Lembo made a motion to NOT read the monthly reports and to accept them. 
Seconded by Councilman Castillo		On the Vote: All Ayes

The following reports for the month of June 2026 were available. 
Plattekill Police Monthly Report
Dog Control Monthly Report- Not Given
Buildings & Grounds Monthly Report
Building Department Monthly Report
Assessor Report Monthly Report 
Recreation Report




PUBLIC INPUT: 
· Supervisor Lembo made a motion to open Public Input at 7:33PM.
Seconded by Councilman O’Flaherty
On the vote: All Ayes

1. Sis Morse- I want to thank the board, the committee, the police department, the fire department, and the highway department. That red, white, and blue was fantastic.
It really was excellent. And we had people from all over. And they were very pleased with the display of fire work that we had. So, my second thing is, Saturday is the luncheon for the veterans. And I'd like to see our board members there. It's free, you can bring your spouse. Its at 12:00PM. 

2. Annette Laskowsky- First of all, the board was talking about setting up a committee regarding the transfer station. 
Supervisor Lembo- We have not done anything on that yet. I know you volunteered. 
Councilman Fazio- We are working on it and looking into all of this still. We're putting together numbers. The cost for stuff leaving the transfer station. Our revenue coming in. Of course, as you all know, it cost us a small fortune to run it. And we're trying to get it closer. Not to make money, just to get it closer.
Councilman Castillo- Tipping fee’s keep going up. 
Esther Coppola- I was going to add to it that I have heard, I don't know whether it's true or not, but you do have many people who do not reside in the town of Plattekill utilizing the transfer station.
Councilman Castillo- We have been trying to police that for the last 4 years. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- I don't want to say it out loud just yet because we would need to have the committee, but there's a way to not necessarily have the permit be as priority as you think, and if you're showing up with your vehicle to dump trash or what have you, there'll be a cost of entry before you get through the gate type of thing, so whether you have a permit or not. But we'll have to figure that out. 
Councilman Fazio- But actually, even the recyclables, believe it or not, there's a cost to getting them hauled out. 
Sis Morse- Michael, when we first started that recyclable thing, Chuck Andrews and a lot of the residents, we had a committee. The County paid us for the recyclables. We got money back from the county, a percentage. You’re telling me that went by the wayside? Well, I think we ought to meet with the resource recovery and have a hand-to-hand talk with them, because that isn’t right either. Because we have no shelter over the bins, and they go by weight, and that's ridiculous. 
Supervisor Lembo- We’d have to see what the cost would be to build something over there to keep the weather out. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- There would be an infrastructure. We’re slightly ahead of ourselves. 
Councilman Castillo- Bobby Wager gave Mr. Fazio and myself information on a compactor but we are still trying to price that out. Because that would eliminate the weight problem of water, snow, and ice. Because right now it's open, and you're paying for water and ice. 
Sis Morse- I think I'm going to go visit some of our neighboring counties and see how they're doing for staff.
Councilman Fazio- We should ask for help with out county legislators. 

Annette- The handicap access from the parking lot to the pavilion? Have you met with Bobby? 
Councilman O’Flaherty- Yes, we met with Mr. Wager, Chris and Mr. Doughtery. We met with them several weeks ago and we are scheduling tentatively for the fall. We discussed the layout, the cost and what would be the most efficient for the Town. Ease of grade, ADA compliance. That was all discussed and then timing in terms of when we get the shovel in the ground would be after Plattekill Day. After that, kids are back in school, the use of the park goes down. So you don't want little kids walking and running around with nails and forms all around. So we're trying to plan it then also with the concrete with just temperature. We have local 17 providing the labor. 
Councilman Castillo- Mr. O’Flaherty has contacts with people that are donating the materials. 

3. Councilman Fazio- Is there anything going on with the Veterans project because we have the grant and we don’t want to lose it. 
Supervisor Lembo- I talked to Brian the other day at the fireworks, he has talked to Bob about this and we are going to get together and make a plan. We have all the plans. 
Councilman Fazio- Because I think before the bids went out, I think Bob Wagner kind of put together what was needed over there. As far as the stone and whatever else.  They had to pick up the plans so they could make a bid. 


[bookmark: _Hlk143684822]Supervisor Lembo made a motion close public input at 7:47PM. 
Seconded by Councilman O’Flaherty 
On the vote: All Ayes


NEW BUSINESS:   RESOLUTION #38
Councilman O’Flaherty- So our current town attorney or town council is Ben Gailey, and he has looked to recuse himself and move on until we replace him. So in the past, I'd say, six weeks, eight weeks, we've done our due diligence in terms of who has the capabilities, who has the best ofwhat we perceive as good pricing, who has, I guess, the services that we're looking for outside of municipal work, those type of things. And we honed in on a firm outside of it.
It's out of Albany. And I'd like to make a motion for this resolution where we would adopt this firm to be our town council or town attorney going forward. It is Roemer, Wallens, Gold & Mineaux LLP. 
O’Flaherty read the resolution: Town of Plattekill, Town Board Resolution Number 38 of 2026, Resolution Authorizing the Retention of Romer, Wallins, Gold, and Minow, LLP, as Special Counsel, whereas the Town Board of the Town of Plattekill recognizes that certain legal matters require specialized legal experts beyond the scope of services routinely provided by the town attorney, and whereas the Town Board has determined that it is in the best interest of the town to retain Romer, Wallins, Gold, and Minow, LLP, as Town Counsel to provide legal advice and representation on matters relating to employment law, labor relations, human resources, personnel matters, policy development, investigations, ethics matters, and other specialized legal issues as requested by the Town Board, and whereas the Town Board finds that retaining Romer, Wallins, Gold, and Minow, LLP will ensure the town receives experienced legal counsel in these specialized areas while continuing to utilize the town attorney for general municipal legal services.
Now, therefore, be it resolved that the Town Board of the Town of Plattekill hereby authorizes the retention of Romer, Wallins, Gold, and Minow, LLP, as special counsel to the town for matters involving employment law, (labor relations, human resources, personnel matters, policy development, investigations, ethics matters, litigation,  and other such specialized legal matters as authorized by the Town Board, and be it further resolved that this resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption, duly adopted by the Town Board of the Town of Plattekill on the 15th of July, 2026. 

Councilman O’Flaherty made the motion to retain and adopt Roemer, Wallens, Gold and Mineaux LLP. 
Seconded by Councilman Castillo
On the Vote: All Ayes 


EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
Supervisor Lembo made a motion to go into Executive Session at 7:51PM  to discuss personnel
Seconded by Councilman Hoppenstedt
On the Vote: All Ayes 

Supervisor Lembo made a motion to EXIT Executive Session at 8:37PM
Seconded by Councilman Castillo                    On the Vote: All Ayes 


Supervisor Lembo said that we need to post an anticipated job opening for a Dog Control Officer 

VOUCHERS:

· Supervisor Lembo reviewed the Voucher Detail report Dated July 15, 2026, which includes:

The A-General Fund amount of	……. $118,632.45
[bookmark: _Hlk143079939]The DA-Highway Fund amount of	$8,023.02

For a grand total in the amount of                           $126,835.47

Supervisor Lembo made a motion to accept the vouchers, recognizing that the Audit Committee has reviewed the claims and found them acceptable for payment. 
Seconded by Councilman Castillo
On the vote: All Ayes



ADJOURNMENT: 
Supervisor Lembo made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:38PM
Seconded by Councilman Castillo	
On the Vote: All Ayes 
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