


Town of PLATTEKILL
REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
August 5, 2026

Time – 7:00PM
SALUTE TO THE FLAG: 
ROLL CALL: 
The following Town Board Members were present:
	Supervisor Lembo
Councilman Fazio	
Councilman O’Flaherty-- ABSENT
            Councilman Hoppenstedt
Councilman Castillo 


Supervisor Lembo started with a moment of silence for Wayne Harris, who was a past councilman, I believe past county legislature, park director and was very involved with the community, so I would ask the audience to please have a moment of silence for him. 


PUBLIC HEARING: Creation of an Town Wide Ambulance District
               RESOLUTION #39
This resolution is to propose establishing the Plattekill Ambulance District. At a regular meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Plattekill, held on August 5th, 2026, the resolution subject to a referendum is abstract below. We adopt by majority vote of the Town Board pursuant to Article 12 and 12-A of Town Law of the State of New York after a public hearing.
Whereas it having appeared to the Town Board of the Town of Plattekill that the establishment of an ambulance district to provide for the provision of emergency medical services, including ambulance transportation services, is both necessary and desired. And whereas the Town Board caused to be prepared, filed, and published where required. A notice of hearing order map, plan and report, and a detailed explanation for the proposed ambulance district.
Whereas in having appeared in Town Board of the Town of Plattekill at the public hearing on the matter held on July 1st, 2026 and kept open until July 15th2026, the written submissions that one, the notice of hearing was properly published and posted. Two, the proposed Plattekill Ambulance District that includes all areas of the Town of Plattekill will benefit all property and property owners within the boundaries of the Ambulance District. Three, all the property and property owners benefit by the Ambulance District are located within the limits of the Ambulance District. And four, the establishment of the Ambulance District is in the public interest. Now therefore be it resolved that during its regular meeting conducted on August 5th, 2026, the Town Board of the Town of Plattekill determined by and in accordance with this resolution that one, the public hearing concerning the proposed establishment of the Plattekill Ambulance District was properly noticed and conducted as required by law. Two, that the establishment of the Plattekill Ambulance District that includes all areas of the Town of Plattekill will benefit all property and property owners within the boundaries of the Ambulance District. Three, all the property and property owners benefited by the establishment of the Ambulance District are located within the limits (of the Ambulance District. And four, the establishment of the Ambulance District is in the public's interest. Be it further resolved upon passage of this resolution and the satisfaction of all conditions preceded, the Town Board established the Plattekill Ambulance District as so provided for herein.
Be it further resolved that the resolution is subject to permissive referendum. The foregoing resolution to establish the Plattekill Ambulance District was approved subject to permissive referendum. A copy of the entire resolution is available for inspection in the office of the Town Clerk during regular business hours.

Supervisor Lembo made a motion to adopt this Resolution for the Townwide Ambulance District. 
Seconded by Councilman Hoppenstedt
On the Vote: All Ayes 

MINUTES:
· [bookmark: _Hlk72778570][bookmark: _Hlk73645752][bookmark: _Hlk108464208]Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion to NOT read the minutes from the July 15, 2026 Town Board Meeting
Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the vote: All Ayes

Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion to ACCEPT the minutes from the July 15, 2026 Town Board Meeting.
Seconded by Supervisor Lembo
On the Vote: All Ayes


ADDITIONS:
                    1. Councilman Fazio said that in either October or November 2025, before you were in office. It was about taking $150,000 out of the fund balance to put into a building fund because all these years we've been talking about a building. We never do anything because Too expensive. We started out with nothing on the line. And we had talked about it, and we're like, well, we take the money, put it into an account with the highest interest we could get, and then build upon that. And I don't believe, well, the money was never transferred. So I'm just wondering when we could do that.
Supervisor Lembo-I'll ask her what we need to do to move it and if thats all it takes, and I'll get on it. 
Councilman Fazio- mean, at least that way we're using the money for something instead of taking $300,000 like we used to. And just, okay, we can keep taxes a little lower, and we really didn't get much for it. 



REPORTS: NONE
PUBLIC INPUT: 
· Supervisor Lembo made a motion to open Public Input at 7:49PM.
Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the Vote: All Ayes 

1. Gladys Figueroa- The whole thing with the political...  The tents are not allowed in the park? No literature or nothing political.
Councilman Castillo- Nothing because it becomes one big litter. 
Gladys- What is a politician comes in and wants to? 
Councilman Hoppenstedt- We can't stop a politician from coming in and introducing themselves to the people, because our politicians are our town citizens. So we can't stop them from coming in and shaking hands. It's just...We don't want all the material there. We don't want the tents, all the signs all over the yard.
Supervisor Lembo- I mean, originally, there wasn't, and at some point, it changed. A lot of people have objected to it over the years, and it's been brought back to our attention. So I guess the best thing to do is leave it out of it.
Gladys- I agree, I just wanted to get a little clarification. 
Councilman Hoppenstedt- So who's ever running for whatever office it is, is more than welcome to show up to Platico Day and shake hands and everything. You don't need the literature handed out. If you want to leave literature in your truck, somebody wants a piece of literature, they can meet you at your vehicle. 
Annette Laskowsky- It would be no different than if you went to the fireworks or the National Night Out. 
Councilman Fazio- Joe, we didn’t bring this up, people in the audience brought it to us. We did what they wanted, what they wanted us to do, which that's what we're here for. 

2. Annette Laskowsky- A while back, I had come and asked the board about, for the citizen of the year, we need a new plaque for the hall. I submitted somebody who had checked out the price, but is this something where you have to do the three bids and find out where you're going to buy this plaque, or is the amount so low that it's under the threshold? In other words, Plattekill day's coming up next month. Let's say, I don't remember, around $100 or so. Do you have a threshold to have three bids? 
Supervisor Lembo- A couple of hundred dollars shouldn’t be an issue. 
Annette- The estimated amount of the plaque was $400.00. 
Supervisor Lembo- We will discuss that. 


Supervisor Lembo made a motion to CLOSE public input at 7:52 PM
Seconded by Councilman Hoppenstedt
On the Vote: All Ayes 


OLD BUSINESS:  
· Training Deadline
Councilman Fazio said that we came up with a deadline for our mandatory training by October 15 for this year. 
Councilman Hoppenstedt- Yes, October 15 for this year and April 1st for next year. 
Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion that the training deadline for all town employees for required federal and state and town training for the year 2026 will be October 15th and from the year 2027 on will be April 1st. 
Seconded by Supervisor Lembo
On the Vote: All Ayes 

Councilman Hoppenstedt said the state requires workplace violence, sexual harassment, all the typical trainings that every job has. We just want to make sure there is a deadline to it. 
Councilman Castillo- Instead of doing it at the end of the year, we're supposed to have it in the beginning. 

· Political Parties at Plattekill Day
Supervisor Lembo: 
The next topic on the agenda because it's been brought up before. Plattekill Day, having both parties, having political booths so it has been a discussion back and forth. I don’t know how the board feels about it. 
Councilman Fazio- I don’t think there’s too much back and forth because at a meeting, 3 or 4 months ago, I think this was discussed and people in the audience did not like the idea of having political parties. We kind of agreed, if you don’t want to have the parties there, it’s fine with us. We won’t have any political parties there and the tents set up for Plattekill Day. 

Annette Laskowsky- Isn’t this a vote for the entire board?
Supervisor Lembo- It is but we are discussing it. 
Councilman Fazio- Because, if we got back, I mean we can vote again, We can do it again. 
Councilman Hoppenstedt- I thought we voted on this. 
Supervisor Lembo- Did we?
Councilman Fazio- We can do it again. 
Councilman Castillo- Judy Maley is the one that brought it up and I know I agree with it, but I don't believe there was a vote. It was just that we were going to look into it to see what the town wanted. We could vote tonight, no problem. I have no problem voting
Supervisor Lembo- Does somebody want to make a motion?

Councilman Hoppenstedt- I’ll make a motion that political parties will not be in attendance on Plattekill Day. It should be a non-political event. 
Seconded by Supervisor Lembo
On the Vote: All Ayes


NEW BUSINESS 
· Church Street- Speeding
Olivia Barton: I'm here to ask the town board to pass a resolution and submit the required TE 9A form so that the New York State Department of Transportation can conduct a traffic engineering speed study on Church Street. I'm not just here with me, I'm here with neighbors, friends, family, and 182 signatures that all agreed that it is extremely dangerous. Just this year alone, 2026, there has been two overturned cars. One directly in front of me, directly in front of Hoppenstedt, where my children witnessed it. I had to pull the man out of the car. It's very traumatic. I also, last year, had a car smash into my side yard. Countless people have talked to me, wrote to me. Mailboxes being taken out and our good police officers are patrolling the area but the speed limit itself is just way too high and I spoke to the Department of Transportation and they said that I needed to come to you fine fellas and that you needed to submit the form so that, sorry I went off script a little, so I'm a little shaky, I'm sorry, so that the New York State Department of Transportation can conduct a traffic engineering and speed study on Church Street. I have here, if you're interested, in all of the signatures, the petitions. I have one for the clerk too, as well as the information from the department and I also asked for foils from the state. I still have not received anything back from them, so that's why I'm here. Thank you so much for listening and hearing our concerns. 

Chief Lopez- First of all, nice to meet everybody but I haven't met you. Supervisor Lembo immediately got a hold of me on the first complaint. Church Street is very curvy. First thing I did is I called Bobby Wager, the highway superintendent and I said, I only see two speed signs. He immediately addressed that. He put more speed signs up and he also cleaned brush around there. I have Detective Badner here, one of my two detectives. I assigned him the case. He's going to read you the study that we've been doing on that street. I think that it's very revealing on what's going on because sometimes, you know, I don't want to bring up the Christian Doppler series about radar and all that.
There's things called the angular effect that cars seem like they're going faster than they are. It's all studied in radar. I'm not saying that you're wrong, but I'm just saying this is what our study shows because we have speed limit signs that are flashing.
They also collect data for us and that enables us to enforce in certain areas. By the way, we have quite a few speeding complaints. I just put two more guys on radar detail.
I'm also sending two more new officers on the radar because that's our primary thing is controlling traffic here. We have 32, we have 44/55 and, I mean, everybody's got to slow down. I drive an unmarked car, so I know what you're saying as far as speeding, but Detective Badner, would you read in the study, please? 

Detective Badner- So, for those of you who are familiar with the area, you may have seen those feedback signs. You may have seen those feedback signs to tell you how fast you're going. We have three different locations. Well, two locations, one of them had two different time frames. So, from 57 Church Street, the sig n catching westbound traffic was up between April 24th and May 20th and then again on July 17th to August 4th. It's still up there now, but I have the data from yesterday, so the point is ending yesterday. Those coincide with the change in the traffic patterns because of 32 and 300, the cleaving they were doing. People were using Church Street, Hunt Road and Quaker to bypass all of that. That being said, the first cycle, April 24th through May 20th, the average number of cars that went down the street westbound on Church Street was 290 per day .The maximum recorded speed was 65 miles per hour. Don't know what time it was. It could have been an ambulance, could have been a police car, could have been any number of emergency response vehicles. It doesn't distinguish that It also could have been the guy that rolled his car in front of your house. We're not sure which car it was. However, the average speed in that time frame of all traffic was 33.8 miles per hour. 33.8. The speed limit is 40. Let me finish, okay? So, 85% of the traffic was below 40 miles per hour in that time frame. Only 35 vehicles were above 50. That's 35 too many, don't get me wrong, but in the grand scheme of things, 99% of the traffic was complying. The peak times for volume and speed violations, however, 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. was our peak number of volume and peak speed violations. Those are the time frames we're talking about. That's important because that's when kids are getting on and off the buses. In the second round on 57 Church Street, between July 7th and August 4th, the average number of vehicles actually dropped by three, 287 going westbound. The max speed was 68. Again, we're not sure who that was. The average speed decreased to 33.77. Again, 85% of the vehicles were below 40. 37 recorded vehicles above 50 over that time frame. Again, the same time period was 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. and again, right around lunchtime. So, that jump up coincided with the detour that was set up. Now, we also put one at 48 Church Street facing collecting eastbound traffic, so coming off of Quaker back towards 32. That was also July 22nd to August 4th. The average number of cars going eastbound was quite a bit higher. 417  cars were going the other direction in that same time frame. The max speed was a little bit lower at 59. The average speed was even lower, 32.9. 85% of the vehicles were below 38 miles an hour and only 7 vehicles were recorded above 50. Same peak times, though, at 11 to 1 and then 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. So, that's what we got from this sign. We can get into greater detail if need be, but that's the basic numbers that needed to be brought out. 

Olivia- Thank you so much for doing that and for telling us that. I think that what we are all here saying is that the actual speed limit itself of 40 miles an hour is too high on the road. That's what we're saying. Not necessarily the speeders, right? We all agree it's not necessarily the speeders per se. It's the actual speed limit itself, which is what we are proposing with that request. So, thank you. 

John Ray- So, if the average normal person who drives on that road is driving at 33, doesn't it make sense to have a 30 mile an hour speed limit? I find it difficult to drive on that road at 40.
Detective Badner- That is not for me to decide. 
Chief Lopez- That has to be done by the state. 
Deputy Chief Smith- When the state comes in and do a survey, they're going to do the same exact thing that we just did. They'll put machines in different areas of the roadway. They'll have the tubes across the street. They'll record the same thing basically. They also would extract all of the accidents on the road in the past five years, which there were many accidents. They'd take a five year period, conduct a survey, and then they would go on the request of the town what they suggest the town or the resolution would be at that time. And then a board or DOT would sit down and say, we agree with the town, we agree with our data that we have on average of, they may change it to 35 miles an hour on their app, because they're seeing an average of 33. So, they may say, well, it's 35. So, we might go from 40 to 35. But the request, I'm going to assume they go to 30, but that's again with the town board. 
Detective Badner- Also keep in mind that these numbers, like the chief said, are based on straight lines. We did that on the straightaways because radar doesn't really work around corners. So, that's the fastest part of that stretch. So, you've got to keep that in the back of your mind as well.  Those curvy parts toward the eastern end, speeds are going to be quite a bit lower. And we have a copy if anybody's interested in it.

Kim Hardwick- What about all the unauthorized bikes that are on the road? What about all the unauthorized bikes that are on the road that are the motorbikes that have no lights in place and ATVs that are just zooming up and down Cotter Road, South Road, all those roads are just getting inundated even by where the gun club is. They're just getting inundated by these people. They're just flying. They're flying on these ATVs and dirt bikes. 

Chief Lopez- That is a problem and we are aware of it. We are doing our best. However, my officers are not allowed to pursue them and here is why. If you pursue them and they crash, town's going to be paying money because they're going to get sued. So my thing is if they can follow them, and even if they pull in their driveway, officer's going to walk up, driver's license, registration, I don't have any. Impound the ATV. Story done. But we can't chase them. We do have new ATVs that we've acquired through drug seizure money, but they're not to be used for pursuits. We had the golf course burglarized in the past and they stole golf carts and they had crash derbies in the woods. So we have those primarily to go where other vehicles can't. So we're going to be patrolling the woods. There's a lot of woods and there's a lot of trails. But as far as pursuing these guys, it's very tricky. Especially in this state. 
Deputy Chief Smith- Just give the best description we can to somebody. If you call them, give us the best description you can. And if you know where they live, tell us where they live. I think it's Johnny Jones. Whatever. And we'll go look at the machine that gets that description in the driveway. I mean, that's where we start.
Chief Lopez- We've actually sent officers to these known locations and try to speak to the parents about it. Sometimes we get a good response. Sometimes we say, well, did you catch him? You know, just being smart. So eventually we will. The unfortunate thing is most of these guys don't have helmets on. So if they hit something, I don't know what to tell you. It's not safe. I drive an ATV because I hunt. I have ATVs in our police department. We have safety gear, helmets, the whole nine yards. Those can go up to 60, 80 miles an hour, the ones on the street. And my biggest complaint is parents. Because a lot of these are kids. And, you know, they've got to control these kids. And we're not going to pursue them. Like I said, we'll follow them. Even if they pull in their driveway, we're yanking them. And chances of them recovering it after they pay all the tolls and the storage fees, they're probably not going to do it. So that's, you know, I just want to make clear on that. We don't pursue. It's part of our policy in our department. And for obvious reasons. 

Supervisor Lembo makes a motion for RESOLUTION #40-- 
requesting the New York State Department of Transportation Region 8 Traffic and Safety Department and the Ulster County Highway Superintendent to conduct an engineering study to reduce the speed limit on Church Street in Plattekill, whereas this area does not have sidewalks for safety walking along the street and has become a life safety concern. Town of Plattekill believes the conditions and turns on the road necessitate slower speed limit. Now, therefore, be it resolved that the Town Board hereby request that the New York State DOT Region 8 Traffic and Safety Division conduct a speed study to lower the speed limit and forward a copy to the Town Highway Superintendent. So I made a motion.
Seconded by Councilman Castillo
On the Vote: All Ayes


Supervisor Lembo made a motion to ENTER into EXECUTIVE Session at 7:29PM to discuss police personnel. 
Seconded by Councilman Castillo
On the Vote: All Ayes

Supervisor Lembo made a motion to EXIT Executive Session at 7:38PM. 
Seconded by Councilman Fazio
NO Decisions Made. 
On the Vote: All Ayes 

· Mileage Reimbursement- 
Supervisor Lembo- This memorandum is to advise you that effective July 1st, 2026, the Internal Revenue Service standard mileage reimbursement rate has increased to 76 cents per mile, up from 72.5 cents per mile, which had been in effect since January 1st, 2026. For municipalities that reimburse employees based on the IRS standard mileage reimbursement rate, the new rate is effective July 1st, 2026. So, anybody, I guess, that uses their vehicle in town for business is going to get 76 cents.
Supervisor Lembo made a motion to raise the per mile rate from 76 cents from 72.5 centers per mile. 
Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the Vote: All Ayes

· C& M Hotdogs- Peddlers Permit
Supervisor Lembo- They want permission to, I guess, move their vehicle from the auto body shop up to the soccer fields when there's soccer. And we have all her paperwork, Board of Health Insurance. She got what she needed from the building department. So if nobody has a problem with that… 
Councilman Fazio- The only question I have, if she wants to do that and somebody else decides they want (4:27) to do going with a food wagon, how are we going to decide who's allowed and who's not?
Councilman Hoppenstedt- We can let more than one. As long as they have all the right paperwork and permits. We can let more than one. 
Supervisor Lembo- We haven’t decided where she actually wants to be set up at the field, but this is to just allow her to be there. 
Councilman Fazio- I think we should maybe discuss it and table it until the next meeting. Councilman Fazio makes this motion. 
Seconded by Councilman Castillo.  This is tabled until next meeting.       On the Vote: All Ayes 


· Interim Dog Control Officer
Supervisor Lembo makes a motion to appoint Councilman Fazio as interim or temporary dog control officer. 
Seconded by Councilman Castillo
On the Vote: All Ayes		Councilman Fazio abstains

· New Animal/ Dog Control Officer
Supervisor Lembo makes a motion to appoint Kat Spinelli as the new appointed dog control officer. 
Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the Vote: All Ayes 
She will start Monday 8/10/2026. 




· Planning/Zoning Board Clerk
Supervisor Lembo made a motion to appoint Arlene Christiana as the, for now, part-time planning board and zoning board clerk, and then in two weeks she'll become our full-time planning board and zoning board clerk. 
Seconded by Councilman Fazio 
On the Vote: All Ayes 


· Town of Gardiner
Supervisor Lembo: What they're doing, it's, they want to become lead agency on a project that is right over the Plattekill line, which was the old, actually where the old Strongman mine was, and Barney Hanson started subdividing it, so it's right over the town of Plattekill line. I guess what I was trying to say is they wanted to get our, which I told them we're not interested in, but we have to vote on it. But the discussion I did have are two things. One, that I want the clerk to send them a letter stating that, to the planning board and the supervisor, and to request that their entrance come off of 32, opposite Jenkins Road there, for two reasons. One, to alleviate the traffic off South Ohioville, because all that traffic is going to be on South Ohioville. And the other, it's going to be a shorter route for the fire department, because that's Gardner's fire district, and it'll be a shorter distance for them to come up, you know, 44 to 208 across to Jenkins Town, versus coming all the way around. And if not, it could also possibly put a strain on Modena Fire Department, because if not, Modena may have to respond, because we're closer. So I want that letter to go to them, to at least let them know that that's our concern. Councilman Fazio- It would affect highway also, right, South Ohioville? 
Supervisor Lembo- I said, you know, there's going to be a lot more extra traffic coming on our town road that, you know, we don't need.  So I guess then what we need to do is, I guess, make a motion that we don't want to become lead agency. But on the other hand, I also want a letter to go to them, stating what I just said, if you guys don't object to that. 
Councilman Castillo- No I agree with you. 

Councilman Castillo made a motion that the Town of Plattekill does not want to become lead agency. 
Seconded by Supervisor Lembo
On the Vote: All Ayes 


RESOLUTION #41- 
Resolution approving stormwater control facility maintenance agreement and accepting the enforcement rights of a declaration of negative easement and restrictive covenants for the Minard Farms subdivision, Minard Farms LLC.
Whereas the Minard Farms declarant and facility owner, owner of certain approved lands located at 730 South Street, Highland, New York, 12528, identified as tax map SPL numbers 102.2-7-11.2 and 102.2-6.25.11. Whereas on May 27, 2025, the planning board of the Town of Plattekill granted conditional final subdivision approval for the four-lot residential conservation subdivision known as the Minard Farms subdivision. Whereas as a condition of said subdivision approval and pursuant to section 110-48, what's that, one or one? I, is that what it is? I of Town of Plattekill zoning laws, the declaration is required to establish a permanent 69 plus or minus acre 6:21open space conservation area via declaration of negative easement and restrictive covenants to restrict the use of the remaining subdivision lands in perpetuity. And whereas section seven of the proposed declaration grants the Town of Plattekill the absolute right but not the obligation to enter upon the premise and enforce the terms, covenants, and conditions of the open space conservation area. Whereas a further condition of subdivision approval requires the facility owners to execute and record Town of Plattekill stormwater control and facility maintenance agreement to ensure the long-term maintenance and operation of approval stormwater management systems in perpetuity. Whereas draft copies of both instruments have been submitted by Michael Morriello, Esquire, for Town Board authorization and acceptance. Now, therefore, it be resolved by the Town Board of the Town of Plattekill, Ulster County, New York, as follows. Approval of stormwater agreement, the Town Board hereby approves the Town of Plattekill stormwater control facility maintenance agreement by and between the Town of Plattekill and Minard Farms, LLC. The Town Supervisor is authorized and directed to execute aid agreement on behalf of the Town. Acceptance of conservation easement enforcement rights, the Town Board hereby accepts the third-party enforcement rights granted to the Town of Plattekill under Section 7 of the Declaration of Negative Easement and Restrictive Covenants for Open Space Conservation Area, Lands and Miner Farms, LLC. Recording requirements in accordance with the terms of both instruments, the declared facility owner shall at its sole expense record the fully executed stormwater control facility maintenance agreement and the Declaration of Negative Easement within the office of the Ulster County Clerk immediately following the filing of the approval final subdivision map. Proof of filing. Proof of said filing shall be provided to the Town of Plattekill Planning Board via a dated receipt issued by the Ulster County Clerk. Effective date. Resolutions shall take effect immediately. So, I guess I'll make a motion to accept these terms.

Councilman Hoppenstedt asked to table this until we research the SBL numbers. We need to check with the building department. 
Seconded by Supervisor Lembo
On the Vote: All Ayes 



TRANSFERS: NONE

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 
Supervisor Lembo made a motion to ENTER into Executive Session at 7:59PM to discuss personnel. 
Seconded by Councilman Hoppenstedt
On the Vote: All Ayes

Supervisor Lembo made a motion to EXIT Executive Session at 8:07M. 
Seconded by Councilman Hoppenstedt
On the Vote: All Ayes



VOUCHERS:
· Supervisor Lembo reviewed the Voucher Detail report Dated August 5, 2026 
[bookmark: _Hlk143079939]
Supervisor Lembo made a motion to accept the vouchers, recognizing that the Audit Committee has reviewed the claims and found them acceptable for payment. 
Seconded by Councilman Hoppenstedt
On the vote: All Ayes


ADJOURNMENT: 
Supervisor Lembo made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:10PM
Seconded by Councilman Hoppenstedt
On the Vote: All Ayes 
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