TOWN OF PLATTEKILL
REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
August 19, 2026


Time – 7:00PM
SALUTE TO THE FLAG: 

ROLL CALL: 
The following Town Board Members were present:
	Supervisor Lembo
Councilman Fazio	
Councilman O’Flaherty
Councilman Castillo
            Councilman Hoppenstedt



Appreciation Plaque Presentation:
Councilman Fazio- We had somebody that worked here, I don't know, 17 and a half, 18 years, and we kind of felt it was time to give her a little something, showing our appreciation for her. So, Tiffany, if you want to come up and get it, come on. 
Plaque presented. 
Tiffany- Thank you. I appreciate it and appreciate everyone.
 

PUBLIC HEARING: NONE
MINUTES:
· [bookmark: _Hlk72778570][bookmark: _Hlk73645752][bookmark: _Hlk108464208]Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion to NOT read the minutes from the August 5, 2026, Town Board Meeting
Seconded by Supervisor Lembo
On the vote: All Ayes

Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion to ACCEPT the minutes from the August 5, 2026, Town Board Meeting.
Seconded by Supervisor Lembo 
On the Vote: All Ayes


ADDITIONS:

REPORTS: 
· Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion to NOT read the monthly department reports and noted they are all available at the Town Clerk’s Office upon request. 
The following reports for the month of July 2026 were available. 
Plattekill Police Monthly Report
Dog Control Monthly Report- NOT received 
Buildings & Grounds Monthly Report
Building Department Monthly Report
Assessor Report Monthly Report 
Recreation Report Monthly Report  

Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the Vote: All Ayes

[bookmark: _Hlk108464838]
OLD BUSINESS:  
Hot Dog Cart at Town Park- Hot Diggity Dog
Supervisor Lembo- The last meeting, the lady with the hot dog truck down at the Modena Collision had asked to be able to put her hot dog truck up at the park during soccer games. My feeling is I think if we're going to have vendors up there, I feel we should charge a fee to get some money out of them using our facility, even if they're self-contained. They're still using our facility to make an income. 
Councilman Fazio- Correct
Supervisor Lembo- I was thinking $100.00. 
Councilman Fazio- What do we normally charge?
Councilman O’Flaherty- Does it fall under a peddler’s license? 
Councilman Castillo- Yeah, they would have a peddler’s license. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- So you are talking about another fee on the hot dog cart? 
Councilman Fazio- Basically, like anybody who would go in, say, Platico Day or 4th of July, whatever that fee would be. Because also, music in the park, I took a ride up there yesterday, there was an ice cream truck, and I'm like, I don't know how he got up there. 
Councilman Castillo- Did it come through the board because we never gave permission?
Supervisor Lembo- No, from what I understood, just what I heard, it was through the fire department. I don't know 100%, but that's what I had heard. But I did hear he had his Board of Health approval, and he had a certificate of insurance. 
Councilman Fazio- I am not worried about that. It's more so that we're doing music in the park, town's paying for that. Somebody's going up there making money off of our money. We should be getting a little something. 
Patty Coppola- So is the Fire Departments. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- How do you police that? I don't mind charging them, but then how do you know who's up there and who's not if they're on an in-and-out type of basis? I'll say like a food truck. They come in quickly and service the masses and then they're gone. How do we police that even if we charge for it? You know what I mean? How do we keep eyes on it? 
Councilman Fazio- Well if they make it more than once and they’re free, its like the next time, pack up your stuff and move on. The applications would go through the town clerk and then the would end up coming to the Town Board. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- What is the cost you are looking to charge for the hot dog lady? 
Supervisor Lembo- Is $100 too much? Maybe $75.00. I feel like the Town should make something if a vendor is going to be there, selling their goods. 
Councilman Castillo- Yeah, you are right. 
Councilman Fazio- Do we have a day rate? 
Councilman Castillo- Yes but this is only 3-4 hours. 
Councilman Hoppenstedt- Hot Diggity Dogs already has a peddlers permit through the town. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- I think we should give a discounted prorated rate of what, I mean, if you want to use the Plattekill day as the benchmark and then prorate it from there.
Supervisor Lembo- Soccer season is going to start in a couple of weeks. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- You can’t hit this person for a $100 fee every time they show up to a game unless they are there all day. I don’t know. I think $50 would be more reasonable. 
Councilman Castillo- I think that’s a starting point. They are paying for their own gas, generator. It’s all self-sustained. 
Councilman Fazio- Yeah but that is a one-time charge? 
Supervisor Lembo- No it would be per event. We’ll have to just play it by year, each person that comes here. 
Councilman Castillo- If we have three hot dog trucks, we'll probably say no because then it's the competition. If we've got somebody else that's coming in to sell ice cream... Or pizza or whatever else. Or pizza, as long as they're not all the same. 
Councilman Fazio- Well, maybe what we should do before we give approval. Is write something up saying that. Well, you could have one hot dog truck, and one hamburger truck. Because if we do it just on a whim, people are going to come to us and say, well, what do you have written down? Why did you let her in and not me? So, we should have something written in the place first. 
Supervisor Lembo- Maybe a resolution? 
Councilman O’Flaherty- I would just keep it clean. Table it until next time. Get the resolution how you want it. Draw it up. And then distill it down into 50 bucks per event plus whatever other criteria there are and move on from there. We still have time to get her approved before soccer season. 


· Minard Farms
Patty Brooks- I did not bring the map with me again this evening but there was questions about where the property was located? So it showed that it wasn’t in the Town of Plattekill and that was corrected. I just wanted to make sure I could address whatever the issues or questions were. the attorney who drafted that had the incorrect SBL. Dawn and I worked it through today. I believe that the resolution in front of the board at this point in time does have the correct SBL. And it had been corrected at that point in time, but I understand that the revised copy was never submitted to the town. So, again, originally when I presented this, a month or so ago, it had been drafted. The resolution had been drafted by the planning board attorney. The town board, of course, wanted the town attorney to review it, as is always the case. I believe that now has been done. Some changes were made to the documents that were agreed upon between the town and the applicant. And I believe that the town now has the resolution in place to accept both the stormwater easement and the conservation easement. The stormwater easement will include a portion of lot number one, all of lots two, three, and four. We are including a meets and bounds description in the document that will be filed with the county. It will include those lots to give the town, again, one of the town attorney's concerns was to access those stormwater ponds if the town should ever have to do it. Would there be a particular area that they had to use to get to those stormwater ponds? And the answer to that is no. There is a blanket easement on all of the lots so that the town could access them in whatever manner is necessary. And then the remainder of the property, so that's about 10 acres in the front, and then the remainder of the property, which is about 59 acres, is going to be part of the conservation easement, which again, the town has rights, but not the obligation to make sure that the applicant is adhering to all of the conditions of that conservation easement. 
Councilman Castillo- But it is on private property?
Patty Brooks- All on private property. 
Councilman Castillo- Because I remember a conversation I had with Mr. Wager and his concern was that we don't go on private property.
Patty Brooks- Without an easement. 
Councilman Castillo- Okay, so that is all in place and he okay ’ed it? 
Sis Morse- And that’s the problem with the right of way. 
Councilman Castillo- That’s what I want to know. Did Bobby Wager, our highway superintendent, did he contact us with any letter that said I'm looking for it, if he approves? Because he's the one that handles all of this. 
Patty Brooks- So again, the responsibility is on the applicant. The only time that the town would get involved is if the applicant did not property follow along with the conditions that were in the agreement. It is not the obligation or the burden on the town. It is not the obligation or the responsibility of the town. What it does say is that if they fail to do something and say, as has happened in the past with other subdivisions, the owners of that subdivision come here and say, we have a terrible problem, it's not being maintained,  we need help. That gives the town the ability to go in, do whatever is necessary, and assess the individual landowners. So that gives the town a mechanism to protect the town and the residents and taxpayers within the town. 


Resolution #40: 
Supervisor Lembo- Made a motion, This resolution, approving stormwater control facility maintenance agreement and accepting the enforcement rights of a declaration of negative easement and restrictive comments for the Minard Farms subdivision. Whereas Minard Farms LLC declarant and facility owner  owns certain improved lands located at 730 South Street, Highland, New York, 12528, identified as tax map SBL numbers 102.1-6-25.11 and 102.1-7-11.2. 
Seconded by Councilman Hoppenstedt. 

· Political Parties- Plattekill Day
Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion to approve political booths at Plattekill Day. 
Seconded by Supervisor Lembo
On the Vote:  All Ayes 

Councilman Fazio- he only thing I would like to say, like some people were saying, we did not want to allow politicians there. We said no tents. Just to clarify for the record, politicians were still allowed to walk around, hand out stuff. 


NEW BUSINESS:
          1.    Orin Zelenak: 
Supervsior Lembo- We have to approve the inspection fee for his project. The amount  is $89,000. Its 10% of the project. And we also have to, I guess, accept the maintenance agreement. All right, well, I'll make a motion.  I'll make a motion to.. For the inspection bond, 10% of the...Of the cost of the road, to build the road,  which would be $8,900.
Seconded by Councilman Hoppenstedt
On the Vote: All Ayes 

Supervisor Lembo- Now we have to do this maintenance agreement too. The applicant had the agreement and it was looked over by the attorneys. We're talking about a private road maintenance agreement (46:36) between somebody who's putting in a private road in Plattekill and the town. 
This is between Oren Zelenak and Susan Miller with an address of 44 Old East Road, Wallkill, New York, 12589. They're collectively referred to as property owners. And then it just goes down to... Goes through all the different lots that the road is going to be accessing. The name of the subdivision is called Forest Modern. And there's going to be four lots. 
Sis Morse- Is that the land up on the left-hand side going up there? 

Supervisor Lembo- It's off of Old East Road on the left-hand side. You have to go down around.  I'll make a motion to accept  the road maintenance agreement. 
Seconded by Councilman Hoppenstedt
On the Vote: All Ayes 



         2. Highway Union Contract
Supervisor Lembo- at this time, I would like to make a motion to accept the contract we have worked on. 
Seconded by Councilman Hoppenstedt
On the Vote: All Ayes

Councilman Fazio- I talked to Bill yesterday, I had a few questions, he answered everything and this is all complete. 

        3. Auction/Sale- Police Vehicle
Supervisor Lembo- We received a memo from the Highway Superintendent. It sold for $1,600. We have to vote tonight if we want to accept that price or not. 

Councilman Hoppenstedt made a motion that we accept sale for $1,600 and deposit the money into the general fund. 
Seconded by Councilman Castillo
On the Vote: All Ayes 
Supervisor Lembo- I will sign the title and get it to Bobby. 

        4. Resignations
Bookkeeper resignation. We posted a job opening for that. 
Zoning board Member- H. Dembroski


       5.  Retirement- Highway Department
Supervisor Lembo read a letter
  After 31 years of dedicated service to the town of Plattekill,  Dennis Pfleger has decided to retire. Dennis started his career with the town in 1995. Dennis has been a valuable employee. His hard work, ethic, and determination to work for the betterment of the town, for the residents, will be missed. Dennis worked not only as a highway employee, he also utilized his building and carpentry skills to keep our buildings safe. His ability to operate and maintain town equipment was excellent. Dennis also worked as a highway procurement person, keeping our supplies and materials stocked and ready for use. Dennis's knowledge, dedication, and work ethic is outstanding,  and he will be missed. Dennis's tentative retirement date will be Thursday, September 24th, 2026. 



             
PUBLIC INPUT: 
· Supervisor Lembo made a motion to open Public Input at 7:13PM.
Seconded by Councilman Hoppenstedt
On the vote: All Ayes


1. Sis Morse- I see you have the two items that I’m interested in? Minard farm, ill wait for your answers on that. I hope you found out whether its in our town or not. And then allowing of the political parties at Plattekill Day. I know Ms. Mayle meant well but we have over 10,000 voters in our town. And you go throughout the states, the counties, the towns, they all have the different political booths. And we have a governor that's running, we have senators, congressmen, and local town officials that are running. And I think one month notice is unfair to all these people because they plan ahead the materials they purchase to be able to give out. And I think that it should be more than hearsay, and a few people with the amount of people we have in town, maybe the board can rescind their motion. And maybe get a feeling from the people themselves and just us people that come to a meeting and run our mouths. 

Supervisor Lembo- We are going to get to that. She wasn’t only the only person that voiced an opinion. 
Councilman Fazio- That is how people are supposed to come to a meeting and speak. 
Sis Morse- When she first started Plattekill Day, it was here and that was her privilege. And then as time went on, other supervisors felt it was a good idea to have the different groups. I personally feel we should give all our residents the option of opinion. 
Supervisor Lembo- Its on the agenda

Councilman Castillo- Can I ask a question on this? What I'm saying is the people that are here right now, I want to take a hands-on vote. And whoever the majority is, let it be. What I'm saying is you said about people coming to be informed. I want to hear from everybody else. But how does anybody else feel?
Councilman Fazio- I don’t think we can use that for a vote. 
Supervisor Lembo- No, but the other thing is too, Willie, we've got to understand. It's still the First Amendment right and the right to assemble. So technically, you know, maybe we overreacted to whatever. So that's why it's on the agenda now. 
Councilman Castillo- Well, Mr. Steve O'Flaherty brought that up to me. Which I didn't even think about it two weeks ago. So I have no problem changing my vote. If that's because of the First Amendment right, I have no problem with that. And I'm apologizing because I did not think about that at the time. 
Sis Morse- I didn’t either or I would have shot my mouth off. 
Councilman Castillo- We are human, right? We make mistakes. So what I'm saying is, if it's brought up for this to vote, I have no problem going with it because you're 100% right. And you know I'll argue with somebody when they're wrong. And I understand First Amendment right and all that. And I'm sorry for my vote two weeks ago. 


2. Esther Coppola- I have the right to buy a booth, utilize for that day, do I not? I may, as a senior, think it's really nice to be able to see a politician, see what they got to say. I think it's ridiculous that you even considered at all what you said the last time I was here.
Councilman Castillo- It was brought up a couple of months ago and then we reacted on it. 
Esther- At the beginning, you have public input, which was changed from years ago. I'm sure you know that. But I think it's good to have it because people don't want to sit around (19:00) and they want to talk to the board about certain things. But do you ever consider that the public may come here to hear you, hear decisions, and want to give input? Do you ever think of that? 
Councilman Castillo- We moved it a few times to the end. Then people said, why don't we have it in the beginning? 
Councilman Fazio- Well, no, what happens if you have public input at the end and we vote on something, what good is public input after the vote? Because the vote's done. We took everything that you said and explained it. 


3. Annette Laskowsky- In January, I asked basically the same question. Would you let people talk during the meeting when issues come up? And you said yes. And for the most part, that's what's been happening. And then there was something going on and Willie said, that's no longer public input. But on the same line, I have questions about the union contract. Now, I have no idea what you guys are going to be doing. So, am I going to or anybody going to be able to ask you about that contract when it's in your agenda? Or do I have to come up with all of my questions trying to anticipate what this board is going to do? Or do we have to argue in the newspaper? Or do we have to argue with our own attorney? 
Supervisor Lembo- Well, that all depends, I guess, on what the decision is. 
Councilman Fazio- Well, as far as the union goes, when you're negotiating a contract, I don't think you can really put it out there until it's done. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- You can't speak about these things until they're completely clear. Or we just have to maintain our couth until we're able to disclose that to you. After we're able to divulge that. I just said, you can't know what's going to come up because we can't divulge that to you. We've now disclosed that in abundance in black and white. I don't see anything that's not transparent whatsoever with the highway contract. 
Councilman Hoppenstedt- In union contract negotiations, we're not allowed to publicize the contract. You can't do that. It's lawyers and lawyers and sitting representatives and sitting representatives. They discuss it. They come to their agreements. Then they bring it to the board. The board basically says yes or no. But we can't discuss it until we say yes or no. There's a process before the public has their input that we're in the middle of.  It could be a month. It could be four years in this example. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- Then when it gets to that point, we then can divulge to you the information that we've worked on so hard to present. In collective bargaining, there's things that you are allowed to discuss outside of those meetings and within the confines of those meetings. We have a timeline in our presentation of information that we can give to you. We are now at that point. It is not a gray area whatsoever. It is extremely black and white. You can get this information and read it. That's all I can say. 
Councilman Castillo- But nobody gets it before we vote on it, whether we pass it or not. Because it's not the public that makes it. They've been in negotiations for close to three years on it. Because you asked the question for three years, if I'm not mistaken. So they do the best they can for the town. Because the board represents the town. Everybody in the town. 
Councilman O’Flaherty- This is at the point where we can present it. I didn’t get it until this week. 
Annette- So you are going to present it tonight? Is this what’s on the agenda? 
Councilman O’Flaherty- Theres a portion of it that has to be addressed. Not even presented, addressed. 
Annette- So you are not going to vote on it tonight? 
Councilman O’Flaherty- Not on the contract. A portion of it, we have to address. Which is there for you to read. 
Annette- All I basically ask is, when you get to that point, after you present what you're presenting, if there's questions, can we ask? 
Councilman O’Flaherty- I think both of you were getting frustrated with the timeline of information delivery and the expectations of when that timeline was entitled to you in your perspective. I think that's where it got lost.  Because really, this thing could start all over again. I don't want it to, but it could. And then none of that information gets out there until it's ready again. Does that make sense? We're there, but it could get all screwed up.

Annette- You have the information you sent out to the different departments for next years budget, correct? The preliminary budget must be done by the end of the month. I don't see that you're setting up meetings. 
Supervisor Lembo- We will, its still early. We sent out notifications to each department, and we are waiting to hear back. We're going to set up meetings. 
Councilman Castillo- We still have to get it from all the firehouses and the library and everyone else. We meet with each department. 


4. Kevin Roberts- Thank you, Mr. Supervisor. I want to thank you for reconsidering banning political parties from the town park. I'll leave my comments at that. I hope you all feel informed tonight. I wasn't here to speak on the highway contract. I hope you pass it. But I would like to add that once you put it on the agenda, the public has every right to see what's in that contract. 

5. Brent Adams- I live on East Road. We know there's work going on at the tunnel. I went down Old East Road today. Two cops stopped me. They told me I'm not allowed to go down that road anymore.
Supervisor Lembo- There is a weight limit. 
Brent Adams- was in my pickup truck. They told me that, well, when you got to go back home, you got to go around the detour. I'm like, that's seven miles out of my way. I live on East Road. I'm not overweight.
Supervisor Lembo- I will look into it. Well, they were put there to deter, well, because you had trucks that were over the weight limit that were going over that culvert. 
Brent Adams- He asked me where I was going which is none of his business. It’s a public road and anybody can go down that. I mean, where I'm going is none of his business, but I told him, I'm taking my granddaughter to work. I go down 32 across the road.  He said, well, if you go on 32, you've got to take the detour. I'm like, why? Because this section of the road is closed. It isn’t closed. It's not closed. It's just closed to heavy trucks. 
Supervisor Lembo- I will look into it. 


6. Annette Laskowsky- This is a statement. I kind of took over as chairman of the Citizen of the Year Committee, and we finally got everything together to get onto the website, and I just want to thank Sarah. I know she's not here yet, but on her vacation, she made sure to get it on so that we could put it out there and post it on Facebook, and the website. So it's a big thank you to Sarah for being so kind. 
My nephew texted me because he was having trouble with his neighbor and he wanted to know who to call, so I went on the thing, and it said, call the dispatch. So I told him, he called the dispatch, said, can't do anything until 10 o'clock, so he called somebody else, and she said, go down and talk to the police. So I went down, got the number, had him call, and within less than a half hour, they had gone, talked to the man, and he lowered it.
That's all. They did it that quick.
Supervisor Lembo- So you are complimenting the police? 
Annette- I don’t only complain. 


7. Kathie Beinkafner- We're talking about vendors at the park, and somebody mentioned $50. I think it should be $25 or $35, something like that. $50.
You're only going to be here for, depending what you're selling, maybe you're an hour. You know, you don't want to give all your profits to the town. 
Supervisor Lembo- We will discuss it and well come up with what we feel would be a reasonable price to charge and we can go from there. 
Annette- What do you charge for a peddlers permit? They’re paying rent. 
Dawn Maresca- Its $250.00 for the year. 

 
Supervisor Lembo made a motion to CLOSE public input at 7:35PM
Seconded by Councilman O’Flaherty
On the Vote: All Ayes 


TRANSFERS: NONE

EXECUTIVE SESSION:  
Supervisor Lembo made a motion to ENTER into Executive Session at 7:54PM to discuss legal matters. 
Seconded by Councilman Hoppenstedt
On the Vote: All Ayes 


Supervisor Lembo made a motion to EXIT Executive Session at 8:27PM. 
Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the Vote: All Ayes


Councilman Hoppenstedt- At this time, I would like to make a motion that the board send Andrew McKee a letter stating that he is no longer employed by the Town of Plattekill. 
Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the Vote: All Ayes 


VOUCHERS:

· Supervisor Lembo reviewed the Voucher Detail report Dated August 19, 2026 which includes:
Seconded by Councilman O’Flaherty
On the Vote: All Ayes 

The A-General Fund amount of	$52,620.17
[bookmark: _Hlk143079939]The DA-Highway Fund amount of	$6,754.82

For a grand total in the amount of                              $59,374.99


ADJOURNMENT: 
Supervisor Lembo made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:34PM
Seconded by Councilman Fazio
On the Vote: All Ayes 
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